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PREFACE. 

I T may be proper to apprize the Public, 
that the Life of Hyder Ally has already 
been the fubjedt of a Publication in the 
French language, by a Gentleman of that 
nation,*' who appears to have enjoyed a 
command in the army of that Prince. I 
had however proceeded in compofing the 
following Hiftory, as far as the clofe of 
the year 1769, before I knew tliat an at¬ 
tempt of the like nature had before been 
made. After a diligent and attentive peru- 
fal of a tranflation of this work, I have 
found many deficiences to fupply, many 
inaccuracies to corred, and many partial 
mifreprefentations to confute, and place in 
their true point of view. 

A 2 He 

* * M. M. L. D. T. Genera! of ten thoufand men in 
army of the Mogul Empire, and formerly Commander in 
Chief of the Artillcr)' of Hyder Ally, and of a Body of 
H^uopcans, in the fcrvice of that Nabob. 
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He is particularly inaccurate in Hating 
the numbers of the forces of the con¬ 
tending powers; he uniformly diminiflies 
the number of Hyder's troops, and aug¬ 
ments thofe of his enemies, that the dif- 
proportion of numbers being lefs, the mi¬ 
litary Ikill and difcipline of his hero may 
appear to greater advantage; a fad which 
the French author cannot be blamed for 
endeavouring to eftablilh, as he informs us, 
that Hyder Ally acquired the greateft part 
of his military knowledge, from the in- 
Hrudions of his countrymen. 

Amongfl: thefe great mailers in the art 
of war, I make no doubt but the author 
would wifli to be coiifdered, as having 
been eminently ufeful; and he accordingly 
acquaints us, that he comnianded a body 
of Europeans in the fei vice of Hyder 
Ally : but as the European troops in the 
fervice of any of the Eaftern Princes, are 
moflly compofed of deferters, or diffolute 
and abandoned charaders, we may fairly 
conclude, that he could derive no great 

honor' 
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honor from exerciung a command over 
men of fuch a defcription. 

The many illiberal reflexions upon the 
Englifh nation contained in this produXion 
of M. M. L. D. T. can only be confidered 
as the effufions of envy, or the diXates of 
that national prejudice, which marks a vul¬ 
gar mind; and were evidently calculated for 
the entertainment of readers of that clafs. 
To the man of fenfe and liberality they muft 
be difgufting, and appear as proofs of the 
extreme partiality and narrow prejudices of 
the author- 

Of the following work I fhall fay no¬ 
thing more, than that my intention in laying 
it before the public, is to relate only fuch 
tranfaXiorts as came immediately within my 
own knowledge, 5r were obtained from 
perfons competent to give the beft informa¬ 
tion, and I can only lay claim to the confi¬ 
dence of my readers, from a refidence of 
twenty years in India, and having been pre¬ 
fer in mofi: of the aXions between the 
'^nglifli and Hyder Ally. I fliall there¬ 
fore prcfeiit to the public a plain Narrative, 

A 3 unadorned 
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unjdorned with Gallic pomp, or prolix dc* 
fcriptions of an Eaflern Court, the man¬ 
ners of which are already well known in 
Europe, and in fome parts too fatally 
copied. 

I have forborne to compare Hyder Ally 
to Philip of Macedon, or his Ion Tippoo 
Saib to A 4 exander the Great. On the con¬ 
trary, to form a feir eftimate of thefe cha- 
' rasters I have fubjoined to this work a ge¬ 
nuine narrative of tlie fufferings of the 
Britifli prilbners, taken by their troops at 
Biddenore, and other places, in the late 
war; in which thofe who have already 
pcruled the French account, and thofe who 
may hereafter meet with it, may fee the 
charadlers of Hyder and his fon in their 
true light. 


T ir E 
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HYDER ALLY. 


A bout the year 1728 (Cuttulich 
Chan) Souba of the Decan, or Go¬ 
vernor General, fent iJcrmamood Cavsrn, 
an officer of reputation of the Pattan tribe, 
to difpoircfs the Nabob Abdul RafToul 
Cawn, of his government of Sirpi, a pro¬ 
vince bordering on the kingdom of My- 
fore; this Prince being determined to try 
the event of a battle with his competitor, 
afTcmbled his forces, and marched to meet 
. him; a battle foon enfued, which was 
fought on both Tides with great obftinacy, 
\ 4. the 
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the ad:ion proved decifive, and Railbul 
Cawn, the Nabob of Sirpi, was killed. 
Amongft the number of the llain was Fatty 
Naick,* the father of Hyder Ally, who 
^vas a reputable good foldicr, and com¬ 
manded in the Nabob's fervice, one thou- 
fand peons, (or mufket men) and one hun¬ 
dred horfe. The body of Fatty Naick was 
tranfported to Col^, near one hundred 
miles from : the field of battle, ^d there 
interred with gr^t foleannity, after the man¬ 
ner of tha- Mahometans or Mufulmen, hf ' 
being of that religion. . 

After this vidory, the Pattan Terma- 
mood Cawn was received into Siiipi,,and 
acknowledged N^iBbb of that country. 

Fatty Naickfiirtwo ibnsand adaughter» 
the eldeft called Sabas Nakk, afterwards 
Ifmael Saib, and the other Hyder Naick, 
then a boy about ten years of age, who 
was born at Davanelli, a fort fituated be¬ 
tween Ofeota and Colar. The eldefi: Ion 
and an uncle engaged in the fervice of the 
King of Myfore ; Hyder Naick for fome 

years j 

Who according to the cuftom of his tribe might 
altcrwards have ailuincd the name of Nadin Sai{>. ^ 
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years was moved from place to place, thp 
moft contiguous to the diftrids where his 
uncle and brother ferved ; he was of a 
bold, enterprizing, tyrannic, and untrac- 
table difpolition, totally d^cient in point 
of learnini?-, and unable either to write or 

O' 

read, nei tiler could his, haughty fpirit ftoop 
to receive inffitoion. 

Carrafon*e<?'Naaderauze, Ij^^^-in-law 
to the Myfore King, and WauanJ^’of . 
prime minifter, and general of his army, 
was one of the many comma^ers 
had allembled the troops of thfeir femiil 
mailers, in order to join the- fl^ard of 
the Souba NazerzingV' Op hi^;,^ering the 
Carnatic, in the year ^i^^agSnft Muf- 
tapha Jung, who was enfleiwouring to raifc 
an army in p|w to feize the Soubalhip of 
the Cirnatic, which he claimed under the 
will of his uncle the former Souba. 

Hyder Naick, at this time a flout young 
man, about twenty-five years old, affumed 
the name of Hyder Ally, and being tired 
of an inadlive life, colledled about fifty or 
^xty matchlock peons, and five or fix 
horfenjen, and marched to ioin Nanderauze, 


to 
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ta whom he oiFered his fervice, which was 
chearfully accepted* In the courfe of three' 
or four years, he acquired influence and 
interefl fuflicient to raife five hundred fe- 
poys, well aro^d and e^uipt with Euro¬ 
pean arms and accoutrements, and a finall 
body of black horfe, about two hundred, 
with two fmall pieces of art^Jery. 

In 1754 Hydcr Ally, in an ac- 

tioh agp*mCtIie Englifh Company’s troops, 
and thofe of the Nabob of Arcot, obferv- 
ing;. the bj^gage guard of their army quit 
tlieir ftatife, and that the Tanjore horfe 
(allies vto the Englifli) were drawn up on 

and with thc'^lftdabder galjoped round thd 
rear, attacked them, and moft of them 
to pieces, andfeized, among other diinga, 
tliirty-five carts, laden v/ith arms and am¬ 
munition, befides fundry private baggage 
belonging to officers of the army* This 
attempt was executed with fo much con- 
dud: and judgement, that the Englifh 
found it impofiiblc to recover any part c f 

their ^ 


the ri 
body of his 


to .'defend it, detached 
smufe the Tanjoreens 
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their lofs, which Hyder Ally carried quite 

ofF. 

This unexpedled fqccefs fo railed his 
fpirits and reputation, that on being re¬ 
quired to .deliver up his plunder to his 
mafter the King of Myfore, he exculed 
himfelf, by an hugible affurance of his 
loyalty, aiid faying, that both he and his 
Ibldiers were reacl^ at all times to rilk their 
lives in his fervice. ' 


In the year 1755 h 6 was ordered with 
three thouland foot, fifteen ’hundred horfe, 
and four field pieces, againfi: the Polligars, 
or Mountaineers in the Myfore countiy^, 
who had not punctually paid their chout, 
or tribute into the roy^; -tr^afuiy ; herein 
he fucceeded to his wilh, rather by treachery 
than force, for being unwilling to leave any 
thing to the chance of war, in a countiy 
covered with wood, and only accelTible by 
narrow palles, or foot-paths, to which his 
troops were entire Itrangcrs, and being pof- 
fefied of a great fiiare of cunning, he con¬ 
trived, under pretence of negotiations, to get 
^ (everal of tiieir chiefs into his hands, and 
'om them ten or twelve lacks 

of 




ted 
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of rupees; he then fent them prifoncrs to 
his maflcr, the King of Myfbre, to whom 
he })aid only half the above fum, referv- 
ing the other half for himfelf; which In- 
folcnt behaviour was much refented by the 
King and his Minifter Nanderauze, who 
would have been glad of an opportunity to 
cruHi his growing power, and Icilen the 
influence he had gained 'over the troops of 
his country. 

As he fufpected fome attempt to reduce 
his authority, he judicioufly fought every 
means in his |x>wer to efl-ablifh and fix it 
on a more permanent foundation ; the large 
fums he had collcdlcd, left but few difficul¬ 
ties in his way, and thofe the future troubles 
of the Mylbre country entirely removed. 

In the year 1760, one of the Mahratta 
chiefs, named Gopclrauze, marched with 
an army of ten thoufiind foot, and twenty 
thouflind horfe, into tlie Myfore difiridls, 
and blockaded Benguloor, a place well for¬ 
tified, and of confiderable ftrength, in 
order to add that difiridl to fcveral confi-* 
derable conquefts his nation had formerly 
made in the Myfore country. 


The 
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The King and Minifter equally jealous 
and apprehenfive of Hyder’s power, and 
unwilling to truft to the uncertain events 
of a war, propofed certain terms to the 
Mahratta chief, which were accepted, and 
fifty lacks of rupees agreed to be paid, on 
condition that Gopelrauze would withdraw 
Jiis forces, and retire home. The King 
was near putting tl^ laft hand to the treaty, 
when Hyder, whofe views were more cx- 
tcnfive, and who'dreaded nothing fo much 
as a peaceable retirement, propofed and 
])erfuaded the King to break off the treaty, 
and permit him to march with the royal 
army, and give the enemy battle. 

lie accordingly marched with ten thou- 
fand fepoys, well armed, twenty thouiand 
irregulars, and five thoufand horfe, and fix 
field pieces 5 the enemy, on receiving intel¬ 
ligence of his defigns, marched to meet 
him, and they came in fight of each other 
neai* Chinapatam ; both armies being ani¬ 
mated with defire of vidtory, a battle foon 
enfued, in which the Mahrattas loft tlirec 
or four hundred men, and retreated to fome 
liftance. As the battle was not decilive, 

• 1 

' and 
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and the enemy were again united, and ready 
for aftion, Hyder began tp think of termi¬ 
nating the diipute in an amicable manner 5 
and the Mahratta chief not feeing any like¬ 
lihood of making new conquefts, in the face 
of fo determined and able an officer as Hyder, 
propofed terms of accommodation, agreeing 
tp rclinquifli all his former conquefts, for the 
fifty Licks of rupees which the King had 
before promifed, and to retire into his own 
country, where his prefence was then be¬ 
come adtiially necefiary, a ftrong party hav¬ 
ing been formed in his abfence to dilpoftefs 
him of his authority and command. 

Previous to this payment the forts were 
all delivered up to PTyder, and garrifoned by 
the King’s troops j but, when the money 
was to be paid, Hyder ijififted on, and made 
a deduction of fifteen lacks for the cxpences 
of the war, 

Gopalrauzc, the Mahratta chief, exafpe- 
rated at this perfidious treatment, had no 
other refource, from the untoward circum- 
ftances attending his affairs at home, but at 
Lift to conlent and retire with half the fun:. 

1 ne King, overjoyed at the fuccefs, but ' 

aftoni fill'd 
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at Hyder’s boldnefs, in the afl^r 
of the treaty, was, nevcrthelefs, obliged to 
confer on him the title of Bahawder^ and to 
appoint him General and Commander in 
Chief, in the room of Nanderauze, 

Hyder Ally, fufpicious of the intentions 
of the King and his Minifters, notwithlland- 
ftiinding the honors conferred on him, la-i 
bored, with great induftry and cunning, to 
fow the feeds of enmity between them, and 
fucceeded fo well therein, that Nanderauze 
one day left the Divan, and forming a party 
among his friends, feized the gates and ram¬ 
parts, and fired feveral cannon on the pa¬ 
lace ; the King, upon this, fent a friend of 
his, who perfuaded him to defift from thefe 
violent proceedings, and retire for jfbme time 
to Myfere fort, giving him full authority 
over the diftridt annexed to it, for his fup- 
port and pay of his people. 

About fix months after the Duan had 
left Seringapatam, the old King, his bro¬ 
ther, dyed, and Hyder, who had with great 
care cultivated the young King’s friendfliip 
#and efteem, gave him fuljDicions of his 
uncle’s intentions, and accordingly procured 

an 
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an order for hinifelf to march and reduce 
the fort of Myfore; Hyder, with great ex¬ 
pedition, colleded the troops and inverted 
the place, which being tolerably well for¬ 
tified, and bravely defended, held out for* 
three months. TheDuan finding the place 
could hold out no longer, from want of 
provifions, and fundry neceflary rtorcs, agreed 
to deliver it up, and, in lieu thereof, re¬ 
ceive the government of Carrour,- a dirtrid: 
twenty-eight cofs to the well:ward, and of 
much Icfs value. 

Hyder’s fcheme having thus far fucceeded 
beyond his expectation, and his enemy being 
removed to a greater diftance from court, 
began to artume all the power which his 
offices of Minirter, and General, gave him, 
and, in this fituafion, thought liimfelf le- 
cure from any reverie of fortune. 

• The King, upon whole authority he daily 
encroached, and who had already received 
feveral hints to Hyder’s prejudice, as well 
as private accounts from his uncle, the old 
Duan, of his intentions, began to be jea¬ 
lous, and apprehenfive of fome dangerous in¬ 
novation, and brought over to his party and 

interert,.. 
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iiitereft, Conderow'^, a man of a fiy ilif- 
pofition, whom Hyder hj.d placed near tlic 
King as a fpy. This man, who had been 
jtlyder’s Duan, and had for fome time been 
difgufted at his haughty behaviour and ty«. 
ranny, by the King’s order, affeinbied tlie 
guards, feized the ramparts neareft Hyder s 
quarters, and from thence lired fevcral Ihot 
upon them; Hyder, furprifed and aftoniilied 
at the fecrccy of this attempt, knew not 
whom to trull, and fufpedling the whole 
military force then in the city to be con¬ 
cerned in this affair, iuirnecliately took horfe, 
and fled, with a few of his friends and ler- 
vants, to the llrong fort of Bengalore, tlien 
in poil'cflioii of his uncle, Ibrahiin Sail*, 
leaving his wife and family behind. 


Previous to this aflault, he lud dv-lachcd 
iMucktom Saib, his brotner-in- liw, a very 
bold enterprizingofllcer, to PondIc! icn y,il!i 
5,000 fepoys and 3,000 horfe; on bis jo'ad 
to Bengalore, he fent off an txprefs to this 
oflicer, directing him to make forced marches 
and join him with the utmofl expedition. 
'I^ie King, fufpcdling fuch an order, had 


B 


leni 


v-iillci* by the Frtncb author, Canerc 
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fent to Rajah Buntbing, a Mahratta chief, 
not far from the road Hyder’s detachment 
was to pafs, and engaged him for fifteen lacks 
of rupees, to march with all fpced and inter¬ 
cept it. Accordingly, the Mahratta, witli 
4,000 fepoys and 7,00a horfc, let out, and 
was joined on the road by Conderow, whom 
the King had immediately detached with 
5,000 fepoys and 3,000 horfe, for the ]&me 
purpofe. 

They fbon came up with Mucktom Saib^ 
who had reached by this time the village of 
Anchitty Durgharn, about twelve cofs from 
Bengalore ; hej*e he took poft, refolving to 
defend himfclf to the lafl extremity,, in hopes 
his brother-in-law Hyder would attempt his 
relief j Hyder, ftill iulpicious of foul play, 
durft not leave Bengalore, but accepted the 
ofler of Mcer Pliarfula Cawn, a brave foldier 
of fortune, who, on hearing Hyder’s fitua- 
tion, left Bodicottah, with 50 fepoys, 10 
horfemen, and his elephant, in order to 
allifi in the prefent dangerous exigency. 
This man readily undertook to convey a fiip- 
ply of ammunition and provifions to Muck¬ 
tom Saib, with an efcort of, 1,500 fcp'oys 

a'hd 
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and 500 horfethis he bravely attempted, 
but loft all his ftores and provifions, and 
with much difficulty joined Hyder*s troops, 
lofing only a few fepoys and horfe. 

A month was nearly elapfed in this fer- 
vicc, when the Mahratta chief received an 
exprefs of the death of their Nanna, or 
King; this induced him to think of return¬ 
ing to his country, when Hyder, on the 
fame intelligence, opportunely offered him 
three lacks of rupees. This offer, which he 
accepted, together with the 15 lacks he had 
already received from the King, accelerated 
his march back. Hyder having, by this 
ftep, gained fo very important a point, 
fecured, his authority in Bengalore, and 
marched immediately with the few troops 
he could mufter, to attack his moft inve¬ 
terate enemy Conderow, his old Duan; 
Conderow being a man of experience, and 
feeing the neceffity of a retreat, threw Ibmo 
of his force into Kiftnagurr, Coveripatam, 
and other fortified places, near at hand, and 
with the reft retreated to Seringapatam; 
Hyder fbon followed, with his brother-in- 
lav7, Mucktom Saib, reduemg, in their way, 

B a feveral 
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fcveral fmall forts, but for want of provi- 
fions was obliged to march to Nonjudagoda, 
eight cofs to the fouth of the capital \ here 
he found it impoflible to proceed, the whole 
country being in oppofition to him, and de¬ 
termined to afiord him no hippiies what¬ 
ever. 

In this ilranec dilemma, he refolved on 
a very bold and d.ingerous attempt, notwith- 
flanding all the arguments of his friends to 
diffuade him, and one night left his camp 
with ten trufty horfemen, and flew to Nan- 
dcrauzc, who was at this time returned to 
court, fell at liis feet, wept, acknowledged 
his bad behaviour, and begged forgivenefs. 
The good old man, aflonilhcd at the bold- 
nefs of the adlion, and being overcome by 
his feeming jjenitenee, \'. as readily induced 
to believe his proteflations to be flneere, and 
to think he only w-anted to be reir.lbited in 
his poll of Duan, which the King had con¬ 
ferred on his old fervant Conderow. 

The King w^as foon reconciled to him, 
and intercellioii was made for his rcinfl:ate- 
ment by the old Miniftcr Nanderauze, who 
moreover promiled, if necefiary, to remove 
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all dilBcukies by force of arms, H/dcr hav- 
ing thus far gained .his point, tliere only re- 
nvaincd Condcrow, who had put hiinfelf at 
the head of fome troops, feeming relblv^ed 
to fupport hinifelf in his new dignity, know¬ 
ing the King had been forced into tills mea- 
fiire againfl him, 

. Naiiderauze and Hyder, in order to re¬ 
duce tl)e new Duan Conderow, joined their 
troops, Hyder having fent for his brother- 
in-law, Mucktom Saib, with the army he 
had left at Nonjudagoda, marched to meet 
Conderow, who was then in the field at a 
fmail dilhincc from the capital. Conde- 
rov/’s army w’as defeated, and his cajnp 
piundcred, hlmfelf hardly efcaping to the 
iving, to whom he had related his misfor¬ 
tune, advifing him of the dangerous con- 
ncd:ion between l:J)^der and his uncle Nan- 
derauze. 

After the battle, feveral of the King’s 
troops entered into Hyder’s fervicc, at the 
inllance of Nanderauze, who alfo publiihed 
a manifefio, adTuring the Myforc Bahnwdas, 
that his friend Hyder had no trealbnable dc- 
iigns againft the government, that all he 

B aimed 
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aimed at, was to remove his enemy Conde- 
row from the office of Duan, of which office 
he himfelf had been difpoffefled by iinifter 
means ; he aUb required them to affift and 
fupport him to the utmoft, fo infatuated 
was this old man, that he faw not the ftroke 
aimed at himfelf, as well as the King his 
nephew; in confequence of thefe orders; ib 
favourable to the defigns of Hyder, who 
having fecured all the diftri(Ss round, wherein 
he placed fuch as he could mofe confide in, 
and finding the old man Nanderauze of no 
farther utility, compelled him to retire to his 
old government of Carrour. 

. Hyder then aflembled the troops, paid 
them half their arrears, with a promife of 
the other half as foon as, by their affiftance, 
h^ fhould be reinftated ; the officers, and the 
troopSi thus furprized into a belief that his 
views extended no further than the removal 
of his enemy Conderow, marched and in- 
veiled the capital of their country, which 
Hyder blockaded, fb as to cut off all fiip- 
plies. 

Hyder, in this interval of a month, for 
fo long was the place blockaded, had very 

artfully 
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artfully given the King fuch full affurance of 
his perfedl obedience, that he prevailed on 
him to open the gates, and receive him as 
Duan, delivering up his old enemy Con- 
derow. No fooner had he entered the place, 
in the year 1763, than he placed centinels 
on the palace gates, magazines, and other 
places, making the King a prifbner and feiz- 
ing his treafure, with which he paid his 
troops their arrears, cxclulive of fundry pre- 
fents to the chief officers of the army, who 
had lb religioully affifted him in his rebel¬ 
lious deligns;—he then fhut up his old 
friend Conderow in a cage, and expofed him 
for leveral days to public view, then fent 
him to the fort of Bengalore, where he re¬ 
mained upwards of a year in tliis mifcrable 
fituation, in which he died; the iron cage, 
with his bones, are to be feen to this day, 
in the public bazzar of Bengalore. 

Hyder continued in this capital near fix 
months, fettling the country, and eilablirn- 
ing himfelf in his new government. 

Termamood Cawn, appointed Nabob of 
Sirpi, in the year 1728, by Nizam al Mu- 
luck, dying in the year 1740, the Mah- 
• B 4 rattas. 
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rattas, whofe diflrids lay contiguous, af^ 
fcmbled fome forces, and after reducing the 
whole country, inverted Sirpi, the capital 
of tlic province of that name. Delar 
Cavvn the fucceeding Nabob, wanting re- 
folution, as well as the means of defend¬ 
ing himfelf, gave up the place, on their 
ceding to him a fmall inconfiderable trad 
of country, near Colar. 

The conqueft of Sirpi and its depen¬ 
dencies, by the Mahrattas, gave great um¬ 
brage to the Soubah, who difpatched his 
brother Bafdetzing, with an army, to re¬ 
cover Sirpi from them. Oufeottah being 
the firrt place on his route, and on the 
frontiers of the Myforc country, was im¬ 
mediately invertefl, and though garrifoned 
only by fqven hundred regulars, with coun¬ 
try arms, rtood a liege of two months, 
notwithftandlf.g the utmort ertbrts of the 
Soubah\s army. 

,Hydcr, 'A-ho was always ready to em¬ 
brace any opportunity that ortered, imme¬ 
diately difpatched Mccr Phafula Cavrn, 
with propofals to the Soubah’s brother, 
Bafaletzing, ortcring to pay him five lacks 

of 
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of rupees for the tide to Sirpi and its de¬ 
pendencies, requiring only the afilllance of 
Ibnie of his troops for the rcdu( 5 lion of the 
capital, engaging to coinpleat the reft with 
his own force. 

The treaty ligned, and the money paid, 
Hyder marched with his army, and joined 
the party lent him by Bafaktzing, attack¬ 
ed Oufeottah afrefli, and in a few days car¬ 
ried the place by compofition, which he 
garrifoned with his own people, and imme¬ 
diately marched to the reduction of Sirpi, 
which ftirrendered after a month’s feee. 
This fcrvice being efFedled, the Scubali’s 
army returned to Adony. 

Hyder found little difficulty in fefding 
this country, the Pol'iigars, or Mountaineers 
of Chinnabalaporam, excepted; who, in 
the courfe of tM O or three months, had de- 
ftroyed upwards of one thoufand of his 
freops. Finding this to be an expenfive, 
as well as a dangerous undertaking, the 
Mahrattas having frequently attacked his 
camp, while before Chinnabakporarn, and 
rendered his attempts ineffedlual, he oftered 
terms to Chinnapah, the Poliigar Chief, 

who 
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godas, on condition of fiis withdrawing 
his army; Hyder received one lack and a 
half in hand, and having fworn to the per¬ 
formance of the articles agreed upon, re¬ 
turned with his troops to Davenelli, about 
three cofs on his route homewards. 

Morarow, a Mahratta Chief, who had 
been inftrumental in the defence of Chin- 
nabalaporam, left atjthc rcqueft of Chinna- 
pah, the Chief, about five hundred of his 
people, as a reinforcement to the place, 
and returned with the reft of his troops 
homeward; the Polligar Chief returning 
at the &me time to Nanderauze, the ufual 
place of his refidence. 

Hyder, who by his fpies, foon learnt his 
abfence, and thirfting for revenge on the 
Mahrattas, returned by forced marches, 
invefted the place again, and by furprizing 
efforts carried it by aflault the tenth day 
after his coming before it; the Polligar 
troops being font home, and the Mahrat*- 
ta Chief at too great a diftance to afford the 
garrifon any relief, he exercifed his cruelty 
by mutilating numbers of the garrifon, in 

order 
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order to Arjke terror into others, to 
rate bis future enterpnzes; having given 
the command of this place to one of his 
own relations, he fct out with his army, 
in purfuit of the Mahratta Chief, and by 
forced marches came up with him at Pody- 
aconda, attacked him without lofs of time, 
and defeated his army, killed a great num¬ 
ber of them, and took feveral of the prin¬ 
cipal officers prifoners. Morarow, after this 
defeat, retreated to Gutty, his capital; 
Hyder, latisfied with having compelled his 
enemy to retire, made a conqueft of fuch 
parts of Morarow’s country, as lay moft 
convenient to his new acquifitions of Sirpi, 
nearly to the value of three lacks of pa¬ 
godas yearly. 

Thus having nearly compleated his de- 
lign of recovering the antient diftri<ft of 
his country, he marched againft the Chief 
of Chittercull Durgam, a Polligar, de¬ 
pending alfo cm the government of Sirpi, 
whom he foon reduced, and obliged him 
to pay three lacks of rupees, and affifl: 
him with 1,500 horic, and 10,000 foot 
irj a new expedition. 


Previous 
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Previous to this tranfaffion, the Rajah 
of Biclclenoor (a very fertile province, fur- 
rounded with vaft mountains and woods, 
whicli render it very ditficult of accefs) 
had appointed his fon, Chinavas Appiah, 
to fuccccd him in the government, in con- 
fequcnce of which, tliis boy, but .nine 
years old, at the Rajah’s death, was iii- 
llalJed, and his name made ufe of in all 
matters relative to tlie Rate; this continued 
near a year, when the Queen formed a de- 
lign againft the young Rnjah’s life, in fa¬ 
vor of her brother, die friend of the Ra¬ 


jah, who found means to remove him from 
Court, and lent him fccretly to die care 
of the Poiliryar, the Chief of Chittercul 

kJ * 

Durgham ; here he had remained in fafety 
for ciglit yeaiv:, to the time cf Hyder’s at¬ 
tacking thi-j Polligar. It was here iJydcr 
received the firft impreflion of reducing tlie 
Biddenuor country; the reiiiRating the young 
Rajah, being the moft favorable circum- 
flance, and the moft conducive to his fc- 


cret defign. A plan was now formed be¬ 
tween the young Rajah, Hyder, and the 
Polligar Chief, to re-eftablifli the Rajah in 

his 
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Ins country, for which ihrvicc it wds (li- 
pulated, that Hyder fhould receive, beiides 
a valuable prelent, forty lacks of rupees 
for the expence of the undertaking^, and he 
fwore, without refcrve, to the faithful per¬ 
formance of the treaty. 


The combined armies now marched for 
Biddcnoor, and the young Rajah, who was 
with them, attended with much ceremony, 
generally mounted on an elephant, in order 
to attradl the eyes of his fubjedls; this fuc- 
ceeded to Hyder’s wifh, as all the country 
people chcarfully prefented themfelves, and 
furniflied all the necefiaries the armies flood 
in need of. The fortified places, for the 
fame rcafons, opened their gates to tlieii- 
lawful prince, aivl the armies met widi 
no oppolition, till tliey reached the capital. 


Biddcnoor. This 


nlace 




bcin^ well forti¬ 


fied, Lirrourided by rocks and vaft preci¬ 
pices, covered with impenetrable woods, 
held out only one mo nth, notwitl*/land¬ 
ing the utmofi: effjrls of the Queen aiul 
her brother, who hacf but little favor to 
expedl from the refehtment of the young 
Prince, as well as the faithlefs difpofiticn 
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of the conqueror, Hyder; but the people^ 
afieiled at>the fight of their lawful king, 
furrendered the place ; however, previous 
thereto, they perreitted the Queen with 
her brother, to retire to a place of fefety, 
moft agreeable to themfelves ; they cfcofe 
the fort of Deriyabathar Gurr for their 
afiylum, about twelve cofs diftant from 
the capital. This place is exceeding flrrong, 
built on an inaccefiible large rock, on one 
fide furroundcd by the fea, and the other 
by a deep river. 

Hyder having fubdued Biddenoor, pur- 
fued them to this retreat, fecuring the 
country on his route. When he came 
near the place, he fent, in the name of 
their king, a fummons to the garrifon, 
who immediately furrendered themlelves, 
and gave up the Queen and her brother. 
Hyder had taken care to garrifon all the 
places he had taken with the Myfore 
troops, and returning to Biddenoor, where 
he confined the Qipen and her brother} 
all this time treating the young King with 
outward marks of rei^d: and civility, till 
a ckciimflance happened, which at once 

accom- 
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accomplifhed all his ambitious views. The 
King was poflefled of a favourite woman, 
for whom he had a very great afFedlion; 
Hyder wanting fome plaufible pretence for 
a rupture, fent fome of his fervants for this 
woman, which coining to the King’s ears, 
he ordered them to be difmifled in a very 
contemptuous manner j which ^ing re¬ 
ported to Hyder, he immediately ordered 
the King ii^to confinement, and a few days 
after lent him with the o|d Queen and her 
brother, under a ftrong guard, to Madde- 
gurrey, a fortified rock, fixteen cofs from 
Bengaloor. 

This infamous treatment threw the whole 
country into a Rate of confufion, and oc- 
cafioned many confpiracies againft him, 
which he had the good fortune to difoover, 
and in order to prevent all attempts in fu¬ 
ture, he put to death near one thoufknd of 
the principal inhabitants of the city of Bid- 
denoor, in the moil cruel inhuman iiietliod 
he could invent; their mangled limbs v/cre 
luipended on every tree in the environs of 
the city. His blood thirfly rage not be¬ 
ing fatisfied with the above cruelties, he 

oi'dered 
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ordered the chief perfbns of every town of 
village, of whom he had the leaft fufpicion, 
to be butchered in the like manner, belides 
many others, for the moft trivial offences, 
had their nofes or ears cut off. So that 
the inhabitants of the Biddenoor countjy, 
from the dread of his cruelty, were now 
reduced to the moft fervile obedience to his 
tyrannic will. 

From this conquefl he marched with his 
ufiial confidence and rapidity, into the 
Sonda country, a little diilance frem Goa, 
the King of wliicli not being prepared for 
defence, abandoned his kinirdom, and fled 
to a neiglihoLiring Prince for protedion j 
tliis country produces yearly about ten lacks 
of pagodas. 

During i'lyder’s aulence from the Bidde¬ 
noor country, many of the great men, who 
had not been fufpecLcd in the former af¬ 
fair, plucked up courage, and applied to 
MaliAdorow, one of the Mahratta Chiefs, 
and proinifed him all the allifliance in their 
po\\'er, if he would march a flrong body 
of troops to relieve them from Hyder’s 
tyranny. Accordingly he marched into the 

Biddenoor 
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Biddenoor country, (where Hyder had but 
juft arrived) upon his receiving information 
of this univerial defedtion. The Mah-> 
ratta troops confifted of ftxty thoufand 
horie and fifteen thoufand foot; the two 
armies fbon came to blows, and Hyder, by' 
the enemy’s fuperiority in horfe, was worft- 
ed in three feveral engagements, and at laft 
compelled to take advantage of the woody 
country near him, and there to intrench 
himfclf. In this fituation he continued 
near twelve months, frequently attacked 
by the enemy, whom he, from the ftrength 
of his fituation, as often repulfed with 
confiderable lofs. Mahaderow, feeing no 
prof^dt of reftoring the King, propofed to 
return to his dominions, and leave Hyder 
in quiet pofiefiion of the Biddenoor coun¬ 
try, Hyder agreeing to pay forty lacks of 
rupees to himfelf, and twenty more to his 
minifter. 

The Mahrattas being returned to their 
country, Hyder punifhed fuch of the de¬ 
linquents as fell into his hands, with the 
greateft rigor and barbari^. Things be¬ 
ing once more in tranquillity, Hyder left 

• C his 
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his foil, Tip|xio Saib, in the command, and 
appointed Lala Meiin, who had married 
his lifter, to the command of a ftrong hold, 
a few miles diftance. He alfo detached 
Meer Saib, (v/hofe fifter he had lately mar¬ 
ried) to the government of Sirpi. Mecr 
Phafula Cawii was appointed to the com¬ 
mand of M37fore fort and diftrid:; Muck- 
tom Saib had the government of Siringa- 
patam, the Myforc capital. Hyder s uncle, 
Jbraim Saib, continued in liengaloor, and 
Amian Saib, his nephew, had charge of the 
Burma! Valley. 

After theic appointments, Hyder marched 
with a ftrong .ictachment to the Mallabar 
coaft, wliere ho entered into a friendly treaty 
with Ally Rajah, a petty Prince, and, with 
his affiftance, laid i'ivge to Callicut, tlie ca¬ 
pital and refulcnce of the King of the 
Nayres, w Inch jViacc made a ftout refiftance 
for three months, and at laft furrendered 
on honoiiriiblc terms. 

. About this time Mcer Saib, who was in 
tlie> gpvernment of Sirpi, found means to 
fcciire the Polhgar chief, Chinapah, and, 
notvdtliftanding lie had moft folemnly fworn 

to 
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to rdeafe him, on his agreeing to the fe- 
veral conditions enforced on him, yet he was 
fo perfidious as to fend him a prifbner to 
Bengaloor, where, in a few days, he died 
through grief. This chief would never 
have furrendered himfelf to Meer Saib, had 
he not been in the utmoft diftrefs for vtrant 
of the neceflaries of life, being almofl ftarved 
on the Nandegoody Rock. 

Hyder, to fecure himlclf againft any fu¬ 
ture attempts of Chinapah*s fon, w^ho was 
then a. young man, caufed him forthwith 
to be circumcifcd by force, and taught the 
principles of the Mahometan religion. 

The Samorin, or King of Callicut, being 
of the Bramin fed, and accuflomed to feed 
a number of that pcrfuafion daily, he him- 
fclf taking no rcfrefliment until they had 
been fcr\^ed ^ and belides, from the rigid- 
nefs of his principles, never accuilomed to 
have any kind of intercourle v/ith thole of 
the Mahometan tribe, refufcd, in the po- 
liteft terms, the lionor Hyder intended him 

of a vilit^, but fcnt a Bramin to converfc, 

_ * 

e 

C 2 an d 

* Here the French author is moft certainly mlHakcn, 
wbo/ays, in p. i jo, vol. 1. of his work, that the Sa> 


moriR 
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and Report to him Hyder*s intentions relative 
to his requeft of the neceflary provifions for 
the accuftomed charity j foon after this in- 
tercourfc Hydcr returned, and diredcd that a 
fufficicnt quantity of grain for 500 men, (hould 
be jfent to the King, who was forced to reft 
(atisfied ; the next day a condderable deduc-> 
lion was nude out of this allowance, and the 
third day the fame ; on the fourth an entire 
flop was put to this fupply, and Hyder hav¬ 
ing fent fome principal Moormen to oblerve 
how matters went, they returned, telling 
him, they apprehended fbme ftrange event 
from the gloomy afped of the King’s at¬ 
tendants ; that the King himfelf had already 
fafted three days, and was then preparing for 
fome particular ceremony. The King, being 
provoked at this cruel treatment, had aflem- 
bled all his family, and after performing fome 

ceremonies 

morin came forth to meet Hyder, and fell at his feet. 
Now it is well known to every one, that has been on 
the coaft of Mallabar, that the Nayres are the moft 
Itaughty people on the &ce of the earth, would fooner 
fu'£:r death than degrade themfelves by falling at the 
feet of any perfon, more efpecially at the feet of a Ma-' 
hometan} they having the utmoft contempt for^^al 
tribe. 
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ceremonies with the chief Bramins, ordered 
fire to be fet to different parts of the build¬ 
ings of his palace, which were of wood, and 
the whole, together with himfclf and family, 
were entirely confumed. 

Upon the King's death, Hyder garrifbned 
the place with 200 foot and 500 horfe, and 
with the reft of his army fet out for the 
Coimbatoor country, forty cofs, on his route 
homeward. About two months after he 
had left Callicut, a brother of the late King 
brought an army of 20,000 men before the 
place, which, by intelligence from within, 
he forced, and put the whole garrifon to the 
fword, except about 300, who fled to a 
pagoda, or temple, for fafety; Hyder being 
informed of this difafter, immediately de¬ 
tached Afbuph Cawn, with 5,000 foot, and 
1,000 horfe, with ftridt orders to fight the 
enemy at all events. On the approach of 
Hyder's troops, the King's brother marched 
out and gave thehi battle; but being worfted 
in two attacks, and not chooiing to be fhut 
up, left the place in the night, and retreated 
with his army, and all the inhabitants, to 

C 3 the 
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the woods, leaving Hyder's troops in quiet 
pofleflion of the country. 

Three months being paft in quiet, and 
Hyder’s party lulled into a ftate of fccurity, 
when they Icaft fufpefled, the King’s brother 
again appeared before the place, retook it, 
• cut off Afbuph Cawn’s head*, and killed a 
number of his people, the reft flying with 
the bad news, reached their "own country. 
This event happened about the year 1766, 
which fo exafperated Hyder, that he, in 
perfon, led an army of fix thouland foot and 
two thoufand horfe, againft Callicut; after 
two days march, he gave the command of 
his troops to Sevagee Row, a Mahratta Bra-r 
min, who, coming before the place, was 
immediately attacked by the King’s brother, 
who, being again w or fl ed, retired to his old 
retreat, the woods, leaving an empty place 
to Hyder’s General. 

Hyder, on giving up the command of 
this army, returned with all poflible Ipeed, 
accompanied by his houfliold troops, to Se- 
ringapatam, having received private advices, 

that 

o 

♦ The French author has not mentioned any thing o| 
Afoi'.ph Cawn’s being killed here, 
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Aat Mahaderow, a Mahratta chief, was in 
motion, and preparing to recover tlie teiri- 
ritories which his predeceflbr Goupalrauze 
had ceded to Hydcr in the year 1760, 

Although Hyder's heart was ready to 
bnrft with vexation on hearing this news, 
yet he. was refolved to make a triumphant 
entry into Seringapatam, of which a moft 
pompous account is given by the French 
author, who' has been at great pains to fet 
forth Hyder in all the glory and luftre that 
could podibly be difplayedon theoccalion. 

Mahaderow, meeting with little oppoli- 
tion, recovered all the above diftrids and 
forts, the Sirpi country, with Oufeotta, 
Chinabelaporam, and their dependencies 
alfo. In the month of January 1767, and 
the enfuing month, the Soubah, Nezam 
Ally, with BalTelat Jung, his brother, and 
their armies, joined by a detachment of the 
Engliih Eaft-India Company's troops, pro¬ 
ceeded from Hydrebad to join Mahaderow; 
but the Soubah trilling away his time in col¬ 
lecting fome Circar revenues, did not affeCl 
a junction until April; during this, the 
Mahrattas were not idle, for they had al- 

C 4 ready 
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ready taken and poflefled thenafelves of 
Chinna Ray Durgasn^ Davil Ray Durgam» 
and the ftroiig fort of Magdeghemy, in 
which laft place they found the young King 
of Biddenoor, with the old Queen and her 
brother i after which he took 'fcveral other 
places of note, and raifed conliderable con¬ 
tributions. 

Hyder, during this time, finding fuch a 
ftorm likely to fall upon him, had been put¬ 
ting his principal forts in the beft ftate of 
defence, likwife laid in a fuificient fiore of 
ammunition and provifions; then collecting 
what force he could fpare for the field, en¬ 
camped them under the walls of Seringpa- 
tam, and caufed the fianks and front of the 
encampment to be entrenched and fortified, 
determined to wait the event, and imme- 
mediately ifiiied orders, that grain, and pro¬ 
vifions of all kinds, which could be found 
thirty miles round Seringapatam, fhould be 
brought into that place, and there laid up 
in flore; by doing this, he thought effec¬ 
tually to put a flop to the advancing of the 
combined armies. He, at the fkne time, 
was carrying on private negotiations with the 
. . Soubah, 
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Soubah, by means of Maphuzcawn, who 
was fent as ambaifador from Hyder, on his 
fir/l. receiving the news of the combination 
againft him. He alfo fent a Vackeel to 
Mahaderow, the Mahratta chief, who foon 
patched up a'treaty of peace with him, by 
which he ceded to him the places he had 
already taken, and paid him thirty-five lacks 
of rupees, on receipt of which the Mahrattas 
returned to their own .country, refufing to 
give the Soubah any fhare of what th^ 
had obtained. 

The Englifh detachment having received 
feveral augmentation of troops, and General 
Smith obferving the duplicity of the Soubah, 
and fufpedting the part he was going to adl, 
being then near Bengalore in the Myfbre 
country, very wifely withdrew the army, 
and returned to the borders of the Carnatic, 
about the middle of May 1767, and the 
Soubah marched and joined Hyder*s army 
by the 24th of the feme month. By this 
time, die Englifh had certain intelligence of 
the defigns of Hyder and the Soubah, and 
that their grand ebjedt was the entire con- 
queft of the Carnatic. 


General 
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General Jofcph Smith viewed the growing 
Aorm in its proper light, repeatedly remon- 
ftrated to the Governor and Council, of 
Madras, to furnifti his army with proper 
fupplies of draught and carriage bullocks, 
which he ftood in great need of, with every 
other article for carrying on a frefla cam¬ 
paign j but they not paying a proper at¬ 
tention to his rcmonftrances in time, Hy- 
der's and the Soubah’s united forces entered 
the Bermall Valley, and immediately com¬ 
menced hoflilities. The Soubah’s forces 
conlifted of thirty thoiiiand horle, ten thou- 
land fcpoys, peons, and a great number of 
rocket men, and fixty pieces of cannon, with 
an immenle train of lutty wallas, or free¬ 
booters. Hyder’s army, of twelve thoufand 
well-appointed black horfe, eight hundred 
Mogul horfe, and a troop of lixty European 
hufiars, a battalion of one thoufand topalfes, 
five thoufand grenadier fepoys, and eight 
thoufand battalion fepoys, all armed with 
Europe mulkets and bayonets, four thou¬ 
fand matchlock and rocket men, and 
nine pieces of cannon. 


The 
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The Englifli army, at this time, confifting 
of no more than two regiments of Euro¬ 
peans, which together only amounted to 
eight hundred men fit for duty 5 feven bat¬ 
talions of fepoys, about eight hundred men 
in each; the corps of artillery, and about 
five thoufand of the Nabob’s black horfe, 
and a fmall troop of thirty European horfe, 
commanded by myfelf, then a Lieutenant. 

Hyder detached feveral large bodies of 
horfe to harrafs and furround the Engliih, 
which they did, fb as to prevent any fupplies 
from coming in their camp, in the mean 
time other parties of his horfe ravaged the 
country, and fet all the villages in flames. 
Hyder being well convinced, that he fhould 
more eff^dtually diftrefs the Engliih by har- 
rafling them than coming to a battle, con- 
ftantly kept fending frelh detachments of 
horfe, and took alj opportunities to cut off 
their fupplies; he was therefore fully deter¬ 
mined to adhere ftridlly to this plan; but 
luckily for the Engliih, the Ijaughty difpo- 
fition of the Soubah and his Bahaudars, could 
not brook this tedious method of carrying 011 
the war, and accordingly upbraided Hyder 

for 
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for not fulfilling his promife of cuttmg the 
Englifh army to pieces. 

The Englifh army now moved towards 
Singurpettah Pafs, which leads out of the 
Burmall Valley to the Carnatic, being re¬ 
duced to the greateft diflrefs for want of 
rice, and other provifions. Hyder, and the 
Soubah, came to the refolution of attack¬ 
ing them, which they accordingly did on 
the fecond of September, near the fort of 
Changama. They made their appearance 
about noon, on which the Englifh ftruck 
their tents and prepared for adtion, which 
commenced about two o’clock. The flower 
of Hyder’s army fuflained the heat of the 
battle in front, headed by himfelf j and the 
Soubah’s attacked the Englifh in their rear 
and flanks. This battle was fought with 
great obflinacy on both fides till about eight 
o’clock in the evening,, when the Soubah’s 
army gave way, which occalioncd Hyder 
do fb likewife, who lofl in this adlion above 
looo of his ^efl men. The Soubah alfb 
fuftained a very heavy lofs, although the 
exadt number was never afeertained. The 
Englifh were now m^ers of the field, but, 

could 
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could not purfue tlic blow, owing to their 
want of ammunition, as they had not above 
two or three rounds left for fome of tlieir 
guns, and not more than ten or twelve 
rounds at the moft for the others ; which 
determined the General to move towards 
Trinomally that night. Hyder foon got 
intelligence of the Englhh being on tht: 
march, on which he ordered ^me parties 
of horfe to harrafs them as ufual, which 
they did effedtually all night; although it 
was very dark, the Engliih kept dole order; 
and proceeded on but llowly, often halting, 
and now and then firing a Ihot or two, juft 
to keep off the horle; they arrived at Tri¬ 
nomally in the morning by day-light, at 
which place they found a fiipply of ammu¬ 
nition and provifions, and were loon after 
joined by Colonel Wood’s fouthern divifion; 
and being, now recovered from their fatigue, 
eiKamped at fome diftance from Trinomally. 
Hyder and fiie Soubah now advanced again 
with their armies, and encamped themfelves 
in a ftrong fituatioii near Trinomally, but 
on the other fide the hills j here Hyder 
made a vain parade, by getting fome of his 

guns 
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guns on the hills, and firing at the Englifb 
camp, which fcrved mighty well to amufe 
the Soubah’s Bahawders; and alfo afforded 
fomc diverfion to the Englifh foldiers, as 
the fhot never reached their camp, and of 
courfe could not have the defired efFe<a. 
The General endeavoured for fome days, in 
vain, to draw Hyder out of this ftrong 
hold; however, a circumftance happened 
in his favor, which caufed Hyder and the 
Soubahtomove, on the morning of the 26th, 
with their armies, and quit this encamp¬ 
ment, vjrherein they had fo veiy judicioully 
taken poft, as it was not liable to be forced 
by the Englifh in the night; a circum¬ 
ftance Hyder always endeavoured to guard 
againft. This place was alinoft impreg¬ 
nable by nature, being iltuated in a fmall 
pleafant valley, amidft ieveral high' rock^, 
having only two openings, one to the Weft- 
ward, leading towards the Myforc coun¬ 
try, and the other to the Eaftward. In 
the midft of tliis Hyder had conftrudted 
a large redoubt, with fcveral guns, mount- , 
cd therein ; this place was about. fix miles 
N. W, of Trinomally. The Engli^ 

aniav 
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army had moved the preceding day, and 
encamped in another valley, about three 
miles diftance from Hyder’s camp, when 
General Smith ordered Captain Cook, with 
his batalion of fepoys, and their two light 
brafs three-pounders, to take poll in front, 
on a rock about half way between the 
two camps, from whence he could defery 
the enemy's motions. Next morning, be¬ 
ing the 26th, as before mentioned, on the 
Genemrs receiving intelligence of Hyder 
and the Soubah advancing from their en¬ 
campment, he ordered me with the part 
of my little troop, who were off duty, im¬ 
mediately to proceed to the rock whereon 
Captain Cook had taken poll, from whence 
I was^togjbfcrv® motions of the enemy, 
and fend’ him intelligence thereof, by de¬ 
taching one or two of my men, from time 
to time, as occaiion required; du^ftig which 
the En?li(li army were in motion, smd aJ- 
vancing in two columns^' attended, as ufual, 
by fomc of Hyder’s horfe, ftraggliiig around 
them. Having made all the obfervations 
I thought ricceil^iy, I^took my leave of 
Captain Cook, and wim four men I ’ had 

left 
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left with me, galloped acrofs the plain, and 
palled amongft Hydcr's Aragglers to join 
the General, whom I met at the head of 
the army, then in difcourle with a herricar, 
or guide, who was telling him, that there 
was bad ground in front of the army, which 
they could not eafily pafs. On my hear¬ 
ing this, I immediately confuted him, and 
told the General that I had but juft now 

come over the ground, and that was all a 
( 

hard gravelly foil, without any obftrudtion 
whatever, excepting a few ftraggling bulhes.. 
I thereupon offered my fervice to conduct 
the army that way; the General defired me 
to do fo; on which I acquainted Colonel 
Wood (who commanded the firft column) 
with my orders, and in about halfhour, 
I condud:ed the front of the army round, 
juft on the right of the aforementioned 
rock, from whence they were in full view- 
of the enemy, fome of whom not then 
being above half a mile diftance.. ' By this 
mancEUvre, Hyder*s deiigns were fomewhat 
fruftrated, who expedited that they would 
have come. to the left of the faid rock, 
where he had already pofted about twenty 

field 
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field pieces, on the bank of a tank, from 
• whence he could have completely flanked 
them, had they moved that way; the evad¬ 
ing of which was certainly the effed: of my 
obfervations, with which I had before ac¬ 
quainted the General, while I was on the 
rock. It being now about noon, ^when a 
fevere cannonading commenced on all fides, 
the main body of their horfe being now 
preparing to make a charge, which the 
General obfcrving, immediately formed the 
line, and the men received the charge with 
the greateft fteadinefs imaginable, referv- 
ing their fire until the enemy were almofi 
on their bayonets. Our field pieces, fome 
of which were fhort twelves, were well fiip- 
plied with cAnifler grape, as was alfb the 
two howitzers, which foon put them to 
the route, the grape (hot doing great exe¬ 
cution, cutting down both men and horfes 
in heaps, which effeftually cured them of 
making another charge that day. The 
Englifh advanced brifkly, while Flyder’s 
people as bravely dilputed every inch of 
ground, or eminence, whereon they could 
make the leaft ftand, there being feveraJ 

D fmall 
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Imall rocks interfperled on the plain; in * 
this manner the battle continued until it. 
was quite dark. Hyder and the Soubah 
being now very near their Arong encamp¬ 
ment, took poiTeffion of it, and the old 
fox, Hyder, perceiving how matters were 
likely to turn out, very wifely embraced 
the opportunity of the night, to fend off 
all his own guns and baggage through the 
Weft pafs, except one, which had ftuck 
faft in a fwamp, and was taken by the 
Englifti. The Englilh contented them- 
felves witli keeping poffeftion of the field 
of battle, where they repofed their weary 
limbs, until four o’clock in the morning, 
when they got under arms ; and, obferving 
the greateft lilence, moved on towards the 
enemy; by diiy-break they came in front of 
Hyder’s redoubt, which they found was 
abandoned, and the cannon taken away; 
on which they prefled on into their camp, • 
when a hot fire commenced, and the battle 
again maintained with the greateft bravery 
on all fides, till at length the Soubah’s peo¬ 
ple gave way, and of courfe Hyder’s were 
foon obliged to follow, being clofely pur- 

fued 
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fued by the Eriglifli until twelve o’clock at 
noon^ when the General obferved that his 
men were extremely fatigued, and at the 
fame time being urged by humanity, order¬ 
ed the army to halt, on which this dread¬ 
ful Icene of carnage ceafed. On a mode¬ 
rate computation, Hyder and the Soubah 
loft upwards of 1200 men killed, belides 
thofe that were wounded. The Soubah 
alfo loft in this adtion thirty-leven brafs 
guns, from twelve to twenty-four pounders, 
moft of which were of French manufac¬ 
ture. Some time after, when the Soubah 
made peace with the Engli/h, all thole 
guns were ablblutely reftored to him again, 
although the French author, in his life of 
Hyder, vol. 2, page 84, is pleafed to lay, 
viz. The Englilh have publillied, that 
“ they took many pieces of cannon belong- 
“ ing to the Nizam, on the day of battle, 
w^hich they afterwards returned, when 
they made an accommodation with them. 
There are ftrong reafons for doubting 
this fadl; becaule thefe pieces were not 
** condudled in triumph to Madras, where 
they would have been exliibited, if it 

D 2 were 
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“ were for no other realbn than becaufe 
“ they were ornamented with the fleurs de 
“ lis.” 

In order to confute the above, I abfo- 
lutely declare upon honor, that I faw 
the aforementioned thirty-feven guns after 
they were taken, and tliey were fsnt into 
the fort of Trinomally, from whence, 
fome time after, they were fent to Chitty- 
putt, and Wandewaih, at which places 
they were kept, until the Soubah had ob¬ 
tained peace of the Engli£h, and then they 
were reftored to him again, as before re¬ 
cited. The French author, if he had 
chofe to recoiled himfelf, muft have 
known, that the fleurs de lis of France 
could be no rarity at Madras ; on the 
contrary, they are fo common, as not to be 
noticed, even by the blacks; witnefs the 
number of guns that were taken at Pondi¬ 
cherry, and many otlicr forts, that yielded 
to the fuperior arms of Britain, in the years 
1760 and 1761. 

Some time before the aforementioned adion, 
Hyder had detached his fbn, Tippoo Saib, 
witli a confidcrable body of horfe, to pro¬ 
ceed 
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ceed immediately to the environs of Ma¬ 
dras, with llridt orders to pillage and de- 
ilroy every thing they could 5 even the 
Black Town was to have undergone the 
fame fate, but was timely prevented, thro* 
the induftry of Colonel Call, the chief en¬ 
gineer, who caulcd all the gentlemen and 
free inhabitants to arm themfelvcs, and 
do duty as militia, together with what 
troops could be fpared from the garfifon, 
(which was but thinly mannedj to defend 
the Black Town, which they efFe<fjtually 
did, and prevented Tippoo Saib*s people 
from entering, although part of the Weft 

face, and the whole of the North face, 

* 

was at that time quite open, and deftitute of 
fortifications. In the interim, the Gover¬ 
nor received an exprefs from General Smith, 
intimating that he had obtained a complete 
vidlory over the combined armies of Hyder 
and the Soubah; this gave frefli fpirifs to 
him, who caufed this news to be announc¬ 
ed by firing the guns of the garrifon, 
loaded with (hot, that was on the Weft 
fide, and towards the camp of Tippoo 
Saib, who as yet was totally ignorant of the 

D 3 caiife 
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caufe thereof, but the intelligence foon 
reached him; on which he made a fudden 
retreat, and marched with all pollible. hafle, 
to join his father, v/ho with the Soubah, 
were retreated to Coverypatam, at which 
place he joined him. 

Being near the time of the monfoons, 
or rainy feafons, they cantoned their armies. 
The Engliih army alfo marched into can¬ 
tonments at Vellore, Wandewalh, Conje- 
veram, &c. 

The latter end of November the rains 
abated, when Hyder alTembled his forces, 
and marched immediately into the Burmall 
Valley, and in veiled two mud forts, viz. 
Tripotore, and Vaniambady. They had 
only 500 Engliih lepoys,’ and a few of tlie 
Nabob’s, to defend them both, although 
the French author fays, there were in Va¬ 
niambady only, viz. 30 Europeans, and 
100b fepoys; both thefe places made very 
little relillance, and furrendered on terms. 
Hyder, after putting a fufiicient number of 
troo} s in thefe forts, proceeded farther 
down the Valley, and inverted Amboor, a 
confiderable fortification on a rock, the 

town 
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town (or pettah) fituated below, and envi¬ 
roned with a mud wall; Hyder foon raifed 
batteries againft the pettah, when the En- 
glifli officer commanding, feeing the im- 
poffibility of defending it, very prudently 
retired with his men to the upper fort, and 
immediately fent off an exprefs to the Go¬ 
vernor of Madras. On this the Englifli 
army were ordered to affemble again in the 
greateff hurry at Vellore, (except that part 
which had gone to the Southward to 
Tritchenopoly). When the Engliffi were 
aflembled at Vellore, and €0116610.1 all the 
bullocks they poffibly could procure, to 
carry rice, and other provifions ; alfo fome 
draught bullocks for the artillery, which 
they ftood in extreme need of, they march¬ 
ed to the relief of Amboor. On their ap¬ 
proach Hyder raifed the fiege, and moved 
up the valley again. The Soubah con¬ 
tinued to march with his army up the Val¬ 
ley, as far as Coveiypatam, where he en¬ 
camped ; but Hyder, with the flower of 
his army, halted at Vaniambady, where he 
took poll in a very judicious manner, being 
• D 4 fully 
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fully determined to have a trial with the 
Englifh, with only his own troops. 

Oil the 8 th of December, the Englifli 
army made their appearance before Vaniam- 
bady, when they found Hyder already 
polled, his right wing being covered by 
the fort and pettah, with the river in their 
front; their left was alfo lecured by fome 
impaflable ground*, ’fo that the General was 
obliged to attack him in front, which was 
accordingly done, viz. fome guns were im¬ 
mediately drawn up on the high banks of 
the river, which was almoft dry; from 
them they kept up a levere fire, under 
cover of which, fome of the army began to 
crofs the river, when Hyder*s troop of 
European horfb appeared on the fands, in 
the bed of the river, who moved round to¬ 
wards the left of the Englilh, whom they 
joined, agreeable to a plan before concerted 
by the Chevalier Saint L—b-^n, who was 
to have performed wonders, and would 
Iiave made the Englifii believe, that it was 
in his power to have brought ofiT the major 
part of the Europeans, then in Hyder's 
ferviee, but his fchemes proved abortive, 

I take 
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I take this to be the Chevalier Surgeon, 
mentioned by the French author, in his 
2d voL of the Hiftory of Ryder Ally Cawn, 
pages 121 to 127, which feeins to me to 
be fomewhat partial, therefore thofe who 
chooie to peruie that work, will be able to 
form an opinion for themlelves. 

By tliis time the main body of the En- 
glifh were in the river, when a hot fire 
commenced on both fides, which continued 
above an hour, when Ryder began to re¬ 
treat, leaving only a party, compofed chiefly 
of topaflTes, oflicered by Europeans, who 
were polled in the remains of an old vil¬ 
lage, among the mud walls, which they 
maintained very obftinately, until they were 
diflodged, wheq^ the whole of Ryder s 
army retreated, and the fort of Vaniam- 
bady was evacuated. Ryder condudted this 
retreat in a more regular manner than he 
had ever done before. The Englifh purfued 
him for fome time, but on his retreating fb 
judicioufly, they thought it more advis¬ 
able to return to Vaniambady, at which 
place they remained fome days, until they 
had received frefh fupplies of provifions. 

Ryder 
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Hyder continued his march to Covery- 
patam, where he again joined the Soubah. 
This was the third time of his being defeated 
by the Etiglifli ; the lofs in killed and 
wounded, on either fide, in this adtion, was 
inconfidcrable, in comparifun to either of 
the aforementioned battles. 

Here it will not he improper to point out 
another miilake of the French author, who, 
in the lecond volume, p. T15, fays, “ the 

Englidi army confjfled of 28,000 men, of 
“ which'5,000wereEngliihf* alfoatp.118, 
of the fame volume, he fays, they had 
** 200 Englidi dragoons.’* 

I was prefent, ajid am fare that they had 
not, at this time, i ,000 Europeans in their 
army fit for duty, nor abdve 15,000 black 
troops of all dcnomlnatioLiS, and only a little 
troop of 36 <llragoon^, commanded by my- 
felf. 

The fupplies of provifions being fafely ar¬ 
rived, the General ordered a party of fepoys 
into Vaniair.bady as a temporary garrifon, 
tiicn marcliedwith the army towards Cove- 
rvpatam, until he came in view of Hyder*s 
comp, where he encamped in a moft conve¬ 
nient 
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nient fituation, not above three miles diftant 
from Ryder’s, at which place he was foon 
after joined by the fouthern divifion from 
'rritchcnopoly. 

Ryder, by this time, had raifed feveral 
ftrong redoubts in the front of his encamp¬ 
ment, mounted with cannon, and manned 
by his European troops, compofed of de- 
ferters from the different European powers, 
but chiefly French; the plain in front of 
which he had caufed to be covered with 
bullies of very ftrong thorns, faflcned 
down; the fort of Coverypatam on his 
right, and a high range of hills on the 
left. The Englifli did not think proper to 
attack him in this ftrong fituation, but re¬ 
mained ftill within %ht, and about three 
miles diftance. During this time, the 
Soubah began to be heartily tired of the 
war, and, unknown to Ryder, fent his 
Duan, Rucana Dowla, to fet on foot a 
treaty with the Englifti, and ablblutely 
brought about , a feparation of the Soubah’s 
army from Ryder’s. The Soubah, with 
jiis army, marched near to the Damalcherry 
Pafs. By this time a detachment arrived 

to 
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to the northward in the Circarrs, from 
Bengal, confifting of three hundred and fifty 
Europeans, and two battalions of fepoys, 
with a proper train of artillery; with thefe 
troops the Englifh tlireatened to march to¬ 
wards Hyderabad, the Soubah s capital. 
This greatly alarmed him, and he was glad, 
at all events, to conclude the peace with 
them. 

The Englifh army began to be in want of 
rice, and receiving an account of an efcort 
being on the march with that commodity. 
Major Fitzgerald, an experienced officer, 
was detached with two companies of grena¬ 
diers, and one battalion of fepoys, in order 
to join and flrengthen the cfcort, and con- 
dud it fafe to camp. 

Hyder alfo had received intelligence of 
this cfcort of provifions, and he himfelf, at 
the head of 4,000 of his beft horfe, and 
fome fepoys, marched to intercept it, if 
poffible; the Englifh alfo hearing of Hyder s 
movement, fent off anotlicr ftrong detach¬ 
ment, who came within light of Hyder s 
party near Varruor. Hyder, on this, made 
a fhew as if he would attack them, but fiid- 

denly 
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denly moved off and marched towards Sur- 
gapettah, at which place Major Fitzgerald 
was juft arrived with the efcort, which he 
had joined the day before; on the appear¬ 
ance of Hyder, the Major prepared for an 
attack, and pofted the efcort under the walls 
of Surgapettah, it being only a mud fort. 
Hyder loft no time, but immediately at¬ 
tacked the Major, and met with a very fevcre 
repulfe ; he neverthelefs renewed the attack, 
but with no better fuccefs than the former; 
and, after parading with his horfe fevcral. 
times round the efcort and fort, and finding 
he could make no imprefiion, he marched 
off towards his camp; and the next day the 
Major joined the other detachment witli his 
efcort, and afterwards arrived lafe in the 
Englifti camp. 

After the Soubah's ftparation, Hyder left 
a ftrong garrifon in the fort of Coverypatam, 
and niarched with his army through the Pai- 
cotah Pafs into the Myfore country, which 
ended the year 1767. 

In January 1768, the Englifti army took 
the field in two divifions; viz. one to the 
fouthward, and the other to the northward. 


in 
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in order to attack Hyder’s dominions in dif¬ 
ferent places at once; Colonel Wood had 
the command of the fouthern divifion, who 
was ordered to proceed to Davempoory and 
reduce that place, after which to proceed to 
Tingracotah, Atoor, and Selim, the capital 
places of thofe diflridis. The northern 
divifion, commanded by General Jofeph 
Smith, marched up the Valley, and fat down 
bcfoj e Covcrypatam, which they foon re¬ 
duced ; after which the* General marched 
and invefted Kiftnagurrey, the moft material 
fort in the Burmall Valley, fituated on a high 
rock, accefiible only on one fide, and that 
very difficult to afeend, he having intelli¬ 
gence that tlicy had only one month’s pro- 
vifions in the fort; liowev^cr, they contrived 
to maltc it laft ionger, for they held out 
until the illofMay, and then fiirrendered 
to the Engliffi. During this fiege. Colonel 
Wood, with his army, had made great pro- 
grefs to the fouthward, and had taken feveral 
of Hyder’s forts, and got pofieflion of large 
diftrids of fine fertile country. 

The Governor and Council of Madras 
had rcfolved that the northern army ffiould 

p^s 
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pafs the mounfidns, and attack Hyder’s do¬ 
minions to the northward, on which the 
General gave his opinion, tliat the army 
ought not to pafs the mountains, until they 
V were fully prepared to go againft Seringa- 
patam and Bengalore, Hydcr s too principal 
places; tliat could he get poflelTion of thofe, 
the fmaller ones would fall of courfe; on 
the contrary, fhould they determine on re- 
ducing the fmaller ones firft, the inhabitants 
of the whole country would fly, provifions 
would grow fcarce, and die troops, by being 
conftantly harrafled, (which undoubtedly 
would be the cafe) they would grow tired, 
and probably fickly ; that as long as Ilycler 
could fend a fuperior body of horfe into the 
field, they could reap no advantage from the 
country dependent on thele forts; ajid, of 
confcqucnce, it Vvould veiy little facilitate 
die principal end of the undertaking, viz, 
the entire redudion of Hyder. About this 
time the Englifli received intelligence, that 
the PreJldency of Bombay had fitted out an 
expedidon againfl: Hyder on tliat lide, and 
,^at they had reduced the forts of Manga¬ 
lore and Onore, and had fortified the ifland; 

this 
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this was a capital diverfion, and was attack¬ 
ing Hyder in the quarter he leaft expedied, 
and would moft eflentially diftrefs him. 
Ilyder, immediately on hearing this, march¬ 
ed with the principal part of his army to 
the Mallabar coaft, in order to retake Man« 
galore and Onore. During Hyder*s abfence, 
the Englifh army, in July, marched to 
OulTore and took it, after which they began 
to prepare for the liege of Berigalore : an 
indent was accordingly lent to Madras, fora 
complete battering train of artilleiy, ammu¬ 
nition, &c. &c. which could not reach the 
army in lefs than three months. . 

But to return to Hyder. On his approach 
to Mangalore, the Bombay detachment were 
intimidated, and moll lhamefully aban¬ 
doned their conqnefls; the greateft part of 
them were made prifoners, many guns and. 
ftorss, and the money they had for the ule 
of the detachment was alfo taken. This 
infamous behaviour of theirs greatly encou¬ 
raged flyder’s troops, and left him at liberty 
to return to defend his country on this fide., 
Hyder, after railing confiderable fums. ol^- 
money, and fome more horle, in the Bid-; 

denore 
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denore country^ arrived with all poifible 
hafte at Bengalore, with his army, on the 
28th of July, where he was very bufy in 
* putting them in the beft order in his power. 

Hitherto, the operations of the Madras 
army was unmolefted, but they loon found 
they had now a powerful adive enemy to 
deal with. 

In the beginning of Auguft, the Englifli 
northern army was joined by Morrarow, a 
Mahratta chief, with about 1,500 horfe. 
On the 24th, at night, Hyder, with a 
flxong party, furprized and entered Morra- 
row’s camp, which lay at fome little dillance 
of the Englifli, with a morafs between them; 
a party of Englifli was immediately lent to 
his relief, and Hyder retreated with the lofe 
of 150 of his beft men. Morrarow was 
wounded himielf in two places, and be¬ 
haved very bravely at the head of a fmall 
party that he had aftembled tojgether on the 
firft alann. 

Colonel Wood, who commanded the 
ibuthern army of the Englifli, and had 
taken the Selim and Coimbatore countries, 

E 
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was now ordered to march to the north¬ 
ward, and join General Smith’s army. 

Ilyder, elated with his late fuccefs on 
the Mallabar coaft, marched from Eenga- 
lorc, with 10,000 horfc and 8,000 lepoys, 
and 1 4 light field-pieces, part of which he 
had taken from the Bombay detachment, 
and took the route of Buddecotah, through 
which pafs Colonel Wood’s route lay; how¬ 
ever, Wood got through the pafs, and took 
poll under the walls of Buddecotah. Hyder 
foon after made his appearance, but did not 
choofe to attack him; however, after re- 
conoitring Wood, he moved off and en¬ 
camped about twelve miles to the northward. 
In the morning of the 6 th of September, the 
two Englifli armies joined, and immediately 
marched, in two divilions, in quefi: of Hy¬ 
der; about nine o’clock their advanced 
guards difcovered Hyder’s army drawn up 
in good order; the Englifh advanced to at¬ 
tack him with great brilknefs, but Hyder 
loon detached Ibme bodies of hoife, which 
moved round their lines and kept tliem in 
play; mean while his artillery and infantry 
drew off, which they accomplilhed vdth 

great 
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great eafe; the Englifli continued to purfue 
them until three o’clock in the afternoon, 
but to no other purpofe, than to convince 
tjiem that following him was a vain, fruit- 
lefs attempt, Hyder’s cattle being £0 greatly 
fuperior to thole of the Englilh, and could 
march away from them at any time with 
the greatell ^cility. 

Colonel Wood's line in the purfuit, did 
not keep that order which they ought to 
have done: a gun, and two howitzers, with 
their tumbrils, but lightly guarded, fell 
behind, the bullocks which drew them 
being quite exhaulled; Hyder oblervinjj 
this, detached a body of horle to the Co¬ 
lonel’s rear, charged the party, and cut 
them to pieces—gunners, lalcars, &c. in 
all about 170 men; and had not the cannon 
of the Colonel’s divilion been well ferved, 
lie would have fulFered more, for he was 
Ibme minutes furrounded on all lides. The 
General lent a party from his divilion, and 
recovered the gun and howitzers. 

Hyder continued to retreat, after the En¬ 
glilh army had halted, and encamped about 
leven* miles from them. The next day, 

. E 2 Colonel 
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Colonel Wood being much indifpoied> Ge* 
ncral Smith ordered Colonel Lang to take 
the command of that divifion, and rein¬ 
forced him with two more battalions of fe- 
poye, and direded him to purfue Hyder, 
and bring him to an engagement^ if poflible. 
The General marched with his divifion to¬ 
wards Colar, to receive a large convoy of 
provifions, and then moved on in gueft of 
Hyder. Colonel Lang ftill purfued, but in 
vain, Hyder’s cattle being fo far fuperior, 
as before-mentioned, which enabled him to 
play with the Englifli as he pleafed. Co¬ 
lonel Lang was now obliged to halt for want 
of rice. On the 15 th, the General had 
advanced as far as Ramalamoodrum, and 
immediately fent Lang a fupply of all the 
rice he could fpare •, finding they could not 
bring Hyder to an engagement, unlefs he 
chofe it. Colonel Lang was left with his 
divifion to watch Hyder's motions, that he 
might not, in the Generafs abfence, attempt 
any of their pofTefiions; who marched with 
the reft of the army to efcort the Nabob of 
Arcot, Mahomet Ally, to the pafs leading 
into the Carnatic, his health not permitting 

him 
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Iiim to keep the field. At this time.foine 
overtures from Hyder, propofing to treat of 
peace, detained the Nabob, and now the 
two gentlemen, deputed by the Governor 
‘ and Council of Madras, to as Field De-* 
puties, came from Colar, and jdined the 
army, in order to carry on the negociation 
with more convenicncy. Hyder's Vackecl 
being now in the Englilh camp, who of¬ 
fered, in his mafter*s name, to cede to the 
Englifh the whole Burmall Valley, and pay 
down ten lacks of rupees, the General inti¬ 
mated that he ihould alfo make the army a 
prefent fufficient to reimburfe the lofies the 
officers had fuftained during the war. This 
was very Ihort of the demand the Field 
Deputies made; they wanted the Coim¬ 
batore country as well as the Burmall Valley, 
and to be paid the expence of the war, 
amounting to upwards of 70 lacks of ru¬ 
pees. Thefe demands Hyder would not 
agree to, and his Vackeel left the camp. 
On the 3d of Odtober, Colonel Wood hav¬ 
ing recovered of his indil|X)fitioiv, had joined 
his divifion, which was at this time near 
th? fort of Mulwaglc, fituated on a high 

E 3 rock* 
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rock, which the Engliih had got poileffioh 
of by means of the Killedar's attachment to 
the Nabob of Arcot, having formerly been 
in his fervice, who delivered this place to 
them, which was the only place of confe- 
-quence they had got in the Myfbre country, 
as a few men could defend it, and lay very 
convenient for protedling the convoys from 
the Carnatic. A company of Engliih fc- 
poys, with a good careful Serjeant, was put 
in this fort, but, during the abfence of the 
army, in one of their excurfions after Hyder, 
one of the Field Deputies had taken on him 
to withdraw the Serjeant and the company 
of fepoys, and to put fome recruit lepoys of 
the Nabob's in the fort, in their place. 

A convoy of rice now arriving at Tylar, 
which Colonel Wood flood in great need of, 
he marched his divifion to tliat place for it. 
Hyder having intelligence of this, and the 
weak flate that Mulwagle was left in, de¬ 
tached a flrong party, who, in the dead of 
the night, afeended the rock, found the 
Nabob's fepoys afleep, and got pofTeflion of 
the place. Colonel Wood, as foon as he 
heard what had happened, marched imme¬ 
diately 
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diately to MuUvagle, ftormed the pettah, 
and got pofTeflion of it,- and, at night, or¬ 
dered the fort on the hill to be attacked by 
two battalions of fepoys, who were repulied, 
with the lofs of one of their Captains, a 
Serjeant Major, and feveral fepoys killed ? 
the other Captain, with a Lieutenant and 
feveral more fepoys, wounded ; this was on 
the third day after the Vackeel left the camp; 
and, on the fourth, Hyder moved with the 
whole army to the relief of Mulwagle. On 
Colonel Wood’s firft perceiving him, he or¬ 
dered a picquet to advance, to make what 
difcoveries they could, but they impru¬ 
dently advanced too far, and were attacked 
and obliged to retreat near the line; in fo 
doing they loft two guns and their tumbrils, 
and, to preferve this party, the whole line 
was obliged to advance; the ground wa^ 
very rough, being interfperfed with numbers 
of rocks, which the Colonel occupied. 
Hyder now prefled on with a refolution he 
had never fliewn before, whofe horfe fur- 
rounded his infantry; and threatened to cut 
down any of the fepoys that gave way, they 
advanced'on the Englifh with eight pieces of 

E 4 cannon. 
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cannon, and a continual loole fire of muf-. 
quetry; however, the Colonel maintained 
his pofition till two o’clock (Hyder having 
firfl appeared about ten), when finding Hy- 
der, from his fuperior numbers, had quite 
furrounded him, and pofiefied too much ad¬ 
vantage in the ground, he retreated about 
half a mile'to a pofition moreadvantageous, 
reiblutely contending with Hyder. During 
this movement, Hyder continued to prefs 
on, his artillery was now become fuperior to 
the Engliih, firing from twelve pieces of 
cannon, fome part of them being fo clofe, 
tliat the Englifh ufed their bayonets; the 
ground was full of rocks, and each being 
contended for, thus the adtion continued 
till near fun-fet, when the Captain who had 
been wounded the night before, and was left 
with 500 fepoys to keep pofleflion of the 
pettah, marched out and joined Colonel 
Wood, beating the grenadiers march; 
Wood’s troops thought they had been the 
advanced guard of General Smith’s divifion, 
which put them in fuch high fpirits, that 
they gave a general huzza. Hyder, who 
was likewile deceived, ordered his army to 

retreat 
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^-etreat (thus ended this adb*on)| leaving Co- 
. )onel Wood in full pofTeilion of the field of 
battle. Hyder loft about 1,000 men, 
S among whom were fome of his beft fepq|r 
officers^ and a great number of horfemen. 
Colonel Wood loft two Captains, and twp 
fubalterns killed; one Captain and tWQ (ub-* 
alterns wounded; about eighty private Eu¬ 
ropeans, and upwards of 300 fepoys, killed 
and wounded, befides fome of the Nabob's 
fepoys. 

During this engagement Hyder's artillery 
was managed with equal fkill, and fired as 
brilkly as thofe of the Englifh, a circum- 
ftance never experienced before from any of 
the country powers; it was occafioned as 
follows: fame time before the Engliih bat¬ 
talions of fepoys had two final 1 brafs three- 
pounders attached to each battalion, and 
were managed by fepoys, who were taught 
hjr the European gunners, which gave them 
g^t confidence, and they became extremely 
fond of learning the gun cxerci/e, and were 
almoft as expert at it ks the .uropeans them- 
fclves ; many of the Englifii lepoys had de- 
ferted to Hyder pn account of the fcarcity of 

proviiions. 
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provilions, amongft whom were fome of 
thofe artillery fepoys, and were the very men ’ 
that managed his guns in the late engage¬ 
ment. 

Hyder now marched his army, and fat 
down before Margamully; the Englilh army 
marched in two divifions to its relief, but on 
their approach, Hyder moved off. As 
Margamully was thought of that confe- 
quence that the army fhould march to its 
relief, the General thought proper to put it 
in a better Hate of defence than it was 
before; and clearly perceiving, that to fol¬ 
low Hyder, in order to bring him to a de- 
cilive adion, was a fruitlefs attempt, and 
could anfwer no end ; but, on the contrary, 
only harrafs and reduce the army, which 
were already very fickly, and a defertion 
among the fepoys tliat grew very alarming, 
occafioned by the badnefs and fcarcity of 
rice, refolved therefore to halt the army here, 
until provifions were put into the fort; 
which took him from the 19th to the 29th. 
During this time, he rcprefented to the 
Field Deputies at Colar, the neceffity of 
adopting fome other method of carrying on 

the 
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the war ; but they infifted on adhering to 
. the former plan; he then marched the army 
again in quell of Hyder, who, at times, 
would fuffer him to come almoft within 
cannon Ihot of them, and would then move 
off with eafe. Hyder having, by thefe feints, 
drawn them to a conliderable diftance thro* 
the country, one night moved off with his 
army to Colar, at which place tlie Nabob 
and the two Field Deputies refided, where 
he cannonaded fome lepoys that were en¬ 
camped without the fort walls, and drove 
them in, which greatly alarmed the Depu¬ 
ties and the Nabob. On the 7th of No¬ 
vember the army came near Colar, and 
Hyder retreated as ufual; from the 7th to 
the 14th nothing was undertaken on ac¬ 
count of the heavy rains. On this day the 
army marched to efcort the Nabob to the 
Carnatic, 

The little effedb the operations had to¬ 
wards terminating the war, and all the fan- 
guine expedations the Deputies had con¬ 
ceived of reducing the Myforfe country, 
beginning to vanifli, they themfelves grew 
odious to the whole army. When a mea- 

furc 
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•fure happens to mifcarry, the. perfon at thc> 
bead of the executive pan is lure to be cen* 
^(iired i fo it was with the General, The 
Deputies endeavoured to throw the odium > 
of the ftUure of their own idle, vain, and 
indigeiled plans, m him, who had always 
been averie to them; and, like all other 
perfbns in thqr iituation, wanted to have 
ibme other perfbn at the head of the army. 
In order to do this, they took a moft ex¬ 
traordinary ftep. The Deputies were dif- 
continued, and the General invefted with 
the diredlion of the army in the Myfore. 
country; provided he would point out any 
operation that could atifwer the expences of 
the war, and would warrant the intention 
of the Company in undertaking this expe¬ 
dition. 

, If he would not point out fuch opera¬ 
tion, in that cafe, to go to Madras, that 
th^ might confult hirn regarding their fu¬ 
ture operations. It was now too late to in- 
veft him with fuch a power, for they had 
already overlhot themfelves, and it was out 
of his power to point out any method equal 
to their expectations. 


The 
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The General, therefore, agreeable to thcit 
orders, left the army to the command of 
Colonel Wood, which he plainly faw wag 
\vhat they were endeavouring to bring 
about 5 having, from his fucceffes to the 
fouthward, conceived an high idea of his 
abilities. 

Hyder, who had more than once punifh* 
ed the Colonel for want of that regularity, 
which always gave the Englifli army the 
advantage over his numbers, entertained 
quite a different opinion of him; and he 
had often declared, as reported from good 
authority, that he would engage Colonel 
Wood, with the whole of the Englifh 
army, if he could once meet him at the 
head of it. 

At the time the General marched to 
efcort the Nabob into the Carnatic, he re¬ 
inforced Wood’s divilion with the 2d re¬ 
giment of Europeans, and a battalion of fc- 
poys, which made his divifion at leaf!: two 
two thirds of the whole army. The Ge¬ 
neral then proceeded to Madras, and left 
the command of his divifion to Major Fitz¬ 
Gerald. 


When 
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When Hyder ijetreated from Colar, he 
marched and laid fiege to Ouflbre, and 
had raifed fome batteries againft it. When 
Colonel Wood marched to its relief, he 
took with him two fine brafs eighteen 
pounders from Colar, and on his arrival at 
a place called Baugalore, about eighteen 
miles from Ouflbre, he ordered thofe two 
guns, with all the ftores, baggage, and 
bazzar, together with all the followers of 
the army, into the pettah of Baugalore. 
On his approach to OufTore, Hyder with¬ 
drew from before the place, and made an 
appearance, as if he intended to come to 
a<Stion ; a fevere cannonade commenced,, 
but Hyder foon drew off, and taking a cir-, 
cuit, arrived tliat night at Baugalore, he 
flormed and got polfefhon of the pettah, 
and maffacred between two and three thou- 
fand men, women, and children, took the 
two eighteen pounders, and all the flores, 
bazzar, and baggage of the army, with 
upwards of two thoufand draught and car¬ 
riage bullocks. On intelligence of this. 
Wood marched back to Baugalore, which 
he found in a moft miferable fitiiation. 

Having 



H Y D E R ALLY. 7^ 

Having loft every thing, it became necelTary 
to return to Colar; he therefore marched 
the next day for that place. On his march 
'thither, Hyder made his appearance, a 
cannonade enfued, and fome mufquetry was 
fired on both fides, but no very clofe ac¬ 
tion came on. Hyder had divided his army 
into fmall columns, who furrounded them; 
his artillery likewife played on them from 
ibme high grounds, whenever he could 
bring his guns to bear, and with his horfc 
impeded their march until night, when 
Hyder drew of his army. The Colonel 
encamped about three miles from Hyder,' 
and at one o’clock that morning marched 
again; but Hyder was refolved that he 
ftiould fiot give him the flip, fo immediate¬ 
ly put his troops in motion, and appeared 
in the Colonel’s rear by two o’clock; 
however, Wood continued his march in 
two lines, the front and rear guards being 
ordered to cover the intervals between the 
two lines, fo in fad, they formed an ob¬ 
long fquare ,• what trifling ftores they had 
left, and Morrarow’s horfe were placed in 
the .centre; Hyder’s parties harrafled them 

all 
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all rounds fo that they were forced to keep 
up a continual fire from their gUns and' 
finall arms to keep them off* The next 
day Hydef’s parties intercepted them as the 
day before^ and cannonaded them from 
every high ground they came to; the Co¬ 
lonel's march of courjfe being vefy flow» 
About eleven o'clock in the morning, he 
encamped among Ibme rocks, at the foot of 
a high range of mountains, forming a ftrong 
poft, and difficult of accefs. Hydcr, how¬ 
ever, got poffeffion of fome high ground 
in the front, and enclofed him in his poft# 
and cannonaded any of his people that 
ftiewcd themfelves from behind the rocks. 

Major Fitz-Gerald had marched back 
from the pafs with his divifion, and an el^ 
cort of rice,' who by his fpies had heard of 
ftic Baugalore aliair, and on his march alfb 
heard the cannonading ; who, on his arrival 
at Colar, ordered all his heavy baggage* 
with the convoy of rice, into that place* 
and then continued his march to relieve 
Colonel Wood. On his appearance Hyder 
drew off his army, and the Major joined 
Wood the lame evening about five o'clock 5 

. and 
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and found him in the greateft diftrefs, be¬ 
ing in dcfpair, without provifions, and fur- 
' rounded by a vidorious enemy. Had not 
the Major fo feafonably arrived, fome fatal 
coiiiequences muft have enfued. Wood’s 
lofs the two days did not amount to more 
than five European officers killed and 
wounded, with about twenty-four private 
Europeans, and two hundred fepoys; but 
his troops had loft all confidence, and were 
in the greateft dejedlion. After getting 
fome fupplies from Colar, the whole army 
once more encamped on tlie plain, and 
moved towards Hyder, who . by this time 
had heard that the Nabob had returned to 
the Carnatic, and that Genei-al Smith was 
called to Madras. Hyder immediately 
came to a refolution to attempt the recovery 
of the Burmall Valley, and the Coimba¬ 
tore countries. While preparations were 
making for this, Hyder led the Englifli a 
circuit back by Baugalore, then he crofled 
the country towards OulTcotah, and from 
thence to Colar. Things being now pre¬ 
pared he fet out on his expedition. 

F 
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A few days after General Smith’s arrival 

at Madras, he received accounts from Ma- 

* » 

ior Fitz-Gerald of the late unhappy affair 
at Bangalore, &c. This threw the Cjo- 
vernor and Council into the greateft con- 
rternation, the more fo, as they had no ac¬ 
counts fi-oin Colonel Wood, whofc condiufl 
was .now fo much difapproved of, that they 
ordered him to refign the command of 
the army to Colonel Lang, and forthwith 
repair to Madras. Lang found himfclf 
under great difhcultics what meafures to 
purine; after deliberating fome time, he 
detached Major Fitz-Cerald, wnth about 
two-thirds of the effective part of the army, 
to follow Hyder, who by this time had got 
nine days ftart of him. 

Before I proceed any farther with this 
detail, it wall be neceffai y to take fome no¬ 
tice-of the ftiiation of the fouthern con- 
qiieAs. At the time thofc countries fell 
into the hands of the Englifh, they abound¬ 
ed with tlic greateft plenty of grain, cattle, 
and proviiions of every kind. Mofl of the 
forts in the Valley, and Selim country, 
were garrifoneJ by the Nabob’s troops, w^ho 


weix! 
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were very badly paid, and as badly dilci- 
plined, and the country put under the di¬ 
rection of his managers; in the Coimba¬ 
tore country there were a few of the Com¬ 
pany’s own troops along with thofe of the 
Nabob. 

Hyder finding this province was left with 
fo few troops in it, had fent one of his prin¬ 
cipal officers, Meer Phauzally Cawn, with 
a detachment, to attempt the recovery of 
it. He had forced the Guzzatta pafs, and 
had obtained fome advantages in tlie pro¬ 
vince ; on which fome Englifh troops were 
aflembled at Tritchenopoly, and fent for 
the prote<ftion of that country, under the 
command of Colonel Friefhman. 

The inhabitants of tlie fort of Coimba¬ 
tore, being diflatisfied at the oppreflion of 
the Nabob’s managers, armed themfelves, 
and maffacred the greateft: part of the gar- 
rifon ; amongft thole that fell was a Mr, 
Hamilton, the pay-mafter. The few that 
made their efcape, were aflembled at Eroad ; 
when Colonel Friefliman arrived there, he 
found die garrifon without provilions, and 
by fome great mifmanagement, the greatell 

F 2 IcarcStv 
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fcarcity of grain in the whole country. 
The Colonel went immediately to Carrour 
to procure grain, and finding his health in ’ 
a bad ftate, went to Tritchenopoly, and 
the command refted with Captain Orton. 

But to return to Hydjr. When he enter¬ 
ed the Valley, he fpread a report, that the 
Nabob was run away, and the General gone 
to Madras; and that he had beaten the 
Englilh army, and taken their guns; and 
threatened the fevereft vengeance on all thofc 
who would not fubmit to his tyranny. 

The Nabob’s troops, as I have before 
obferved, were badly paid, they therefore 
made no refinance. On Hyder’s appear¬ 
ance amongft them, the forts of Daram- 
pore, Tingeracotah, Wambanmore, Attoor, 
Selim, and Nankull, all fubmit ted without 
firing a gun, or retarding him a day. 
Hyder then crofied the river Cavery, about 
thirty miles to the weft of Tritchenopoly^ 
and marched to Carrour, which alfo fub- 
mitted to him without refiftance, from 
whence he marched to Eroad. On his 
march thither, a detachment Capt. Orton 
had lent after provifions, who not having 

proper 
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proper intelligence, fell in with the vaa 
guard of his army unawares, This detach¬ 
ment defended thcmfclves with the greateft 
bravery imaginable, until the major part of 
them were cut to pieces, when the furviving 
few furrendered themfelves prifbners of war; 
they confifted of fifty Europeans, and five 
companies of fepoys. The next day Hyder 
arrived before Eroad, and fummoned the 
place; Capt. Orton having received Hyder's 
promife to let him return, was foolifh 
enough to go out of the fort himfelf, to 
capitulate ; fbme difiiculties arifing, he 
wanted to return, but Hyder detained him. 
The next morning Captain Orton agreed to 
terms, and lent orders to the fenior officer 
in command to march out the troops, and 
deliver up the fort; which order was obeyed, 
and the whole were made prifbners. The 
garrifon confifted of two hundred Euro¬ 
peans, two battalions and a half of le- 
poys, five hundred of the Nabob’s horfe, 
and fome of his fepoys ; befides the batter¬ 
ing train of artillery ufed by Colonel Wood 
to reduce this country, confifting of eight 
piccds of cannon, fome mortars, (hot and 
. F 3 fhells, 
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fliells, fomc field pieces, and all the muf- 
quets belonging to the three battalions in 
this province, all which now fell into Hy- 
der’s hands. 

Major Fitz-Gerald with his divifion, 
who had followed Hyder with all pofiible 
hafic, had the mortification of finding that 
every fort in his way had furrendered, and 
was garrifoned by Hyder’s troops. On 
his arrival at Nankull he learnt the fate of 
Eroad ; he therefore moved down to 
Tritchenopoly, to cover that place, which 
was, by being drained of almoft all its gar- 
rifon, in danger; and had Hyder, infiead 
of turning to Carrour, gone down to 
Tritchenopoly, he certainly would have 
got poflcllion of it. The Major, on his 
arrival near Tritchenopoly, fent off a batta¬ 
lion of fepoys to Madura, which place was 
alfo in want of troops; thus ended the 
year 1768. 

Hyder, after remaining fome time at 
Eroad, moved towards the Carnatic, leav¬ 
ing Meer Phauzally Cawn to carry on the 
war to the fouthward, and to penetrate 
ijito the Madura and Tcnevelley countries. 

Hyder 
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Hydcr marched by Terriore, which place 
.the Nabob’s troops abandoned; and on 
entering the Tritchenopoly bounds, began 
to burn, plunder, and deftroy every thing 
in their power. Major P'itz-Gcrald, whofe 
party was confiderably weakened by detach¬ 
ments, ficknefs, and defertion, moved to¬ 
wards Outatore, to prevent Hyder’s pailing 
to the northward. Hydcr, however, fooii 
after appeared near this place, and at night 
moved oif to the eaftward. 

The Governor and Council of Madras, 
being now more peaceably inclined, lent a 
letter to Hyder, offering to treat of peace. 
Hyder, on his march the day after, palling 
the Major at Outatore, fent to him, and 
acknowledged the receipt of the Governor 
and Councils’ letter, and defircd he would 
fend fome trufty perfon to him; an oHicer 
was accordingly fent. The Englilh army 
now moved to Volcondah, and ITydcr’s 
moved on the banks of the river (^oleroon, 
to the boundaries of the Tanjore country. 
Hyder now lignilied to the othcer that was 
ient to him, his readinefs to make peace 
with xhe Englilh Company, and defired that 

1' 4 a perfon 
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a perfon vefted with full power, might be fent 
to treat with him; and alfo wrote to the Go¬ 
vernor to the fiime efiedt. Hyder, however, 
never ceafed burning and deftroying the 
country. While he lay near Tanjore, he 
obliged the King, (or Rajah) to give him 
four lacks of rupees, which, as foon as he 
received, he moved towards Volcondah, 
ftill* burning the villages wherever his troops 
appeared. Major Fitz-Gerald was gone 
nearer Cuddalore for rice. Mr. Andrews, 
one of the Council, was now appointed to 
go and treat with Hyder; and the Board 
prevailed on General Smith to take again 
the Command of the army. Diredions, 
were now fent to Major Fitz-Gerald to 
move towards Chittapet; and alfo a detach¬ 
ment from Colonel Lang’s diviiion to 
march to the fame place, where the Gene¬ 
ral alfo arrived, and took the command 
on the ill of February, 1769, The Coun¬ 
cil had wrote to Hyder, propoling to him, 
for the Englhii army to lay near Tiagar, 
and his to go tlirough the Attoor Pafs, 
during the conference. This Hyder rejedl- 
cd, and fent the Council word, that Wan- 

dew^fh, 
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jdewaHi and Conjeveram would be more 
convenient. Hyder now^ made a circuit 
with his army to the eaftward, and then 
turned towards Pondicherry. The Gene-r 
ral moved by the way of Ruttlegranjon to¬ 
wards him, on which he returned back for 
Tiagar. The Engliih army being now at 
Trivenellore, Mr. Andrews came to them 
at that place, from whence he went to 
Hyder’s camp. The General wrote to 
Hyder, that if he chofe to remain near 
Tiagar during the conference, he would 
march the Englilh army to Chittapet, 
which was accordingly done, 

Hyder now in his turn was very high 
in his demands, whereupon Mr. Andrew? 
agreed to carry thofe demands to Madras, 
and that a cellation of arms ihould take 
place for twelve days; and it was further 
agreed, that Hyder*s army fhould lay about 
half way between Gingee and Pondicherry, 
and the Englifl^ army fhould march to Ar- 
cot, or Conjeveram ; to which the Gene¬ 
ral objedted, that Hyder fhould be fo near 
Pondicherry, as the French were his friends. 
However, Hyder moved with his army to 
. the 



90 THE LIFE OF 

the part afligned him; when two French 
counfellors, with prefents from Pondicher¬ 
ry, waited on him, and a grand houfe was 
fitted up at that place for the reception of one 
of his principal officers; and, during Hy- 
der’s ftay in the Carnatic, a communication 
was kept up between him and the French, 
who bought the cattle, and any thing elie 
his army had plundered the country of; 
and likewife furniflied him with all the 
necedaries he wanted. 

Hyder’s demands not being fully agreed 
to, the General moved towards him with 
the Englifli army, and he retreated back 
to Trivellore; the General then marched 
to Ruttlegramon, and detached an cfcort to 
Gingee for rice. 

Hoftilities having commenced afreffi, 
and the whole country in flames, a body of 
Hvder*s horfc now hovered round the 
Engliffi, and the only diiadvantage they 
fuffered on this account, was the difliciilty 
of obtaining intelligence of Hyder s mo¬ 
tions. 

Hyder now threatened to fet fire to the 
town of Madi*as; that is, what is called 

the 
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the Black Town. Tlie General (left Hy- 
der fliould give him the flip) ordered Co¬ 
lonel Lang, with his divilion, to lay ‘at 
Conjeveram, which then confifted only of 
three hundred Europeans, two battalions of 
fepoys, and Morrarow s horle. The day 
that the aforementioned efcort marched to 
Gingee for rice, Hyder made a forced march 
from Trivallore, and arrived near Perma- 
coil. The General, who had intelligence 
of him that night about one o’clock, im¬ 
mediately marched after him, and about 
nine o’clock in tte morning, difeovered 
Hyder’s army on their march towards Alam- 
purvey. Hyder was much difconcerted at 
his being difeovered, and feemed undeter¬ 
mined whether he fliould turn towards Pon¬ 
dicherry, or continue his route to the north¬ 
ward; he at length continued the latter. 
The Englifli had a long march, and it was 
fo very hot, that it was neceflary to encamp 
during the heat of the day. About four 
in the evening they marched again, talcing 
their route by Carrangoley; and about ten 
in the evening received fome account of 
Plyder’s route; who, after continuing it 

about 



92 THE LIFE OF 

about eight miles north on the Madras road, 
fiiddenly changed it, and ftruck ofF to the 
left, up the country ; Hyder being appre- 
henfive, that if he kept the lower road to¬ 
wards Madras by the fea-fide, he fhould be 
forced into an adtion, or, iji all probability, 
lofe all his baggage. As Hyder had changed 
his route, and taken the upper road towards 
Madras, the Englifli army moved on towards 
Conjeveram, to fupport Langes divilion, 
which was very weak, in cafe he Ihould 
come that way. Hyder moved towards 
Arcot, and fuddejily chAigcd his route to 
Gingee. The General then moved to Wan- 
dewafh, and directed Lang to follow with 
his divifion. During this, a detachment 
had arrived at Madras from the Circarrs, 
which was thought a fullicicnt defence for 
the Black Town. Colonel Lang was now 
ordered with his divifion to Trinomally, 
and to intercept the iiitercourfe betweeix 
Hyder's army and the Myfore country. 

* Hyder now marched' towards Cuddalore 
and threatened that place, and fome of his 
parties abfolutely entered the bounds, but 
did little damage. On the appearance of the 

General 
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General with his army, Hydcr moved to 
Villeporam, ^and the General followed him 
as far as Rambacum, where he recdved in¬ 
telligence that Hyder, at the head of 6,000 
horfc, and a few of his beft fepoys, had 
marched that morning and paffed through 
Trivanallore, and that the reft of his army, 
with all his bazzar and baggage^ with the 
fick and woundedjl^ were ordered to go by 
Tiagar, and proceed through the Attoor 
Pafs; the General then ordered Colonel 
Lang to try to cut oft this party, if pofRble, 
and prevent them from entering the Pafs: 
the General then took the neareft route for 
Madras. 

Hyder marched with his party from Ville¬ 
poram to Tenncvannum before he halted, 
being forty-five miles, and arrivxd at St; 
Thomas's Mount, about feven miles weft of 
Madras, on the 29th of March. He imme¬ 
diately wrote to the Governor, acquainting 
him, that he was come in perfon to treat of 
peace, and defircd that Mr. Dupre might be 
fent out to him,-and that the Governor would 
fend immediate orders to ftop General Smith 

with 
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with his ai*my from approaching near Ma¬ 
dras. ^ 

Ilyder, in this laft undertaking, laid him- 
felf more open than he imagined, or had 
done, during the whole war; as he knew 
nothing of Colonel Lang*s moving towards 
Tritchenopoly, othcrwife he never would 
have lent his cannon, &c. the route he had 
done; but, by good Kick, they efcaped 
through the Pafs. 

When Hyder arrived at St. Thomas’s 
Mount, he had marched 130 miles in three 
days and a half; his horles and men confe- 
quently were greatly fatigued. The Englifli 
had then doing duty in Madras about 400 
Europeans and 2,300 fcpoys, and a field 
train of artillery ready fitted; ncverthclefs, 
the Governor and Council, inftead of or¬ 
dering out thole troops to attack Hyder, 
which they might have done on the firll 
night with lafety, while his people were fo 
very much fatigued, fent a peremptory order 
for the General to halt his army wherever 
that order Ihould meet him. Mr. Dupre 
accordingly attended Hyder’s fummons at 
the Mount, and Hyder forwarded the Go¬ 


vernor 
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vernor and Cou’icils' order to General Smith, 
by one of his own Carnatic hircarrs, or 
fpies, who, miftaking the road the General 
was advancing on, did not deliver the letter 
to him until he arrived at Vandelorc the 31 ft 
of March, about ten miles from the Mount. 
Hyder was much alarmed at his near ap¬ 
proach, and defired that the General might 
be ordered back at the diftance of twdve 
cofs, or thirty-fix miles from him. The 
Madras Board fent an order accordingly; 
but the General, not thinking proper to 
comply with it, remained with the army 
where he was. Hyder finding the General 
would not move off, and not thinking it 
fife to ftay himfelf fo near, he marched his 
party about eight miles to the north weft of 
Madras; and the Board not knowing his 
intentions, wrote to the General to move 
nearer with the army with the greateft expe¬ 
dition ; the General obeyed; but the Board 
being informed by Hyder, that he had only 
ftiifted his party to a more convenient fpot of 
ground, the General had another order to 
halt, which he did near the Mount. 


The 
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The treaty of peace was fbon concluded; 
and, on the 4th of April, 'iy6g, was figncd 
and fealed, which redounded to Hyder's 
honor, who, at the head of a few horfe, 
could didtate to the Board of Madras, and 
force them into his own terms; had they 
abided by the opinion of General Smith, 
who was for carrying on the war a little 
longer, as he well knew, by experience^ 
and the knowledge he poffelTed of Hyder's 
affiiirs, which were then in a delperate fitua- 
tion, fo that he could not poflibly have re¬ 
mained any time in the Carnatic, and, of 
courfe, would have been glM to have ac¬ 
cepted of any terms, they might have made 
a more honourable peace. 

Hyder Ally having made a peace with the 
Englilh, as before noticed, enjoyed himfelf 
in perfed: tranquillity, until the year 1770; 
During this interval, he got the affairs of 
his country regulated, and every thing to¬ 
lerably well fettled. 

As happinefs in this life is but of fliort 
duration, fo it happened to-Hyder; In the 
latter end of the year 1770, he was vifited 
by an army of Mahrattas, confifting of 

60^000 
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60,000 horle and about 20,000 infantry, 
with a few final! field pieces, very badly 
manned, under the command of Trimbuch 
Mama, uncle to the Pefwar, or chief Mali- 
ratta, as Mahaderow, the other chief, was 
left at Poona, their capital, in ill health, 

Trimbuch Mama, as he marched through 
the further parts of Hyder’s dominions, fcized 
on every fort fituatc in the plains, except Ben- 
galore, and carried fire and fvvord through 
every diflrid:, to the utter ruin of thc.mi- 
lerable inhabitants, 

Hyder, too weak in cavalry to opjx)fe' 
this torrent, contented himfelf with fecuring 
a llrong pofition, a few miles from Scringa- 
patam, his capital. His army then con- 
liflingof about 8,000 choice cavalry, 13,000 
fepoys, well armed with European firelocks, 
and an exceeding good train of field artillery 
well appointed. Here he watched every op¬ 
portunity of falling on the Mahratta detach¬ 
ments, who were foraging and plundering, 
and he generally gaiijed advantage from thefe 
exploits, 

ii. 

Morrarow, an old Mahratta chief, who 
waS/ in the late war, in alliance with the 

G Englifli 
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Englifh (and whofc camp Hydcr ftormed), 
did not forget his treatenent; having now 
joined his army to that of Trimbuch Mama, 
and offered io,p©o rupees to any one of his 
men . that would bring Hyder‘s head to him . 

Morrarow had ftrcnuoufly advifed Trim¬ 
buch Mama to fend forward thefe detach¬ 
ments near Seringapatam, by way of lure to 
Hyder, in order to encourage him to leave 
the ftrong portion he had remained in for 
near eight months. This fucceeded to their 
wifh 5 Hyder, though wary enough at other 
times, was now thrown off his guard ; for 
he being elated with the feveral late trifling 
fucceflfes over the Mahrattas’ fmall detach¬ 
ments, was, by degrees, drawn to a confi- 
derable diftance from his capital; from 
whence he drew all his provifions. This 
was juft what the Mahrattas wanted. 
Trimbuch embraced the opportunity, and 
immediately detached a powerful body of his 
troops to get between Hyder and Seringa¬ 
patam, while the main^of the army hovered 
round his front, fo that he could not move 
without being difeovered. * Provilion in his 
gamp now grew fcarge, and he found, when 

too 
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too late, that he had been decoyed beyond 
the line of prudence, and no alternative re¬ 
mained but to give them the flip, if poflible, 
or to fight his way back; the firft was 
fcarcely to be done, as tlie number of parties 
the Mahrattas had out, night and day, made 
it next to a miracle for him to efcape. 

It being now September 1771, Hyder 
having made the neceflary difpofitions of his 
army, and formed the whole in a fquare, 
began his march about midnight, and en¬ 
tered early in the morning on a plain, at 
fome miles diftant from his capital. The 
Mahrattas were round him as fbon as day 
dawned, and harralfed him without inter- 
miflion j this occafioned many halts, but 
the vivacity of his guns kept the Mahrattas 
at a diflance, until he had proceeded a con- 
fiderabie length. Unfortunately for Hyder, 
in his front, at fome diftance, Rood a large 
rock in the plain, and his infantry being 
tired at the frequent charges repeatedly made 
by the Mahratta cavalry, and the front of 
his column thinking they could gain the 
rock in fafety, fet their faces towards it with 
a very quick flep. Hjsder faw, in the in- 

G 2 flant. 
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ftant, the fatal confequences of this rafli 
movement, and exerted '^ery power to pre¬ 
vent it, but in vain ; for the men, dead to 
his reproaches, his in treaties, and tlireats, 
moved on haftily, his column became open 
in feveral places, and the rear, even at a 
run, could not keep up. 

The Mahrattas no fooner perceived the 
confufion of Hyder*s troops, than the whole 
body of their cavalry charged him fword in 
hand, and, in a few minutes, Hyder*s army 
were cut in pieces, except a few, with 
whom he made his efcape to Seringapatam. 
All his baggage, guns, camp* equipage—r 
his beft officers, and 13,000 of his veteran 
infantry, fell a facrifice to the indiferetion 
and want qf fortitude in the van of his co¬ 
lumn ; for had they peififtcd in moving on 
in clofe order, in all probability they would 
have reached their deftination. 

This was a terrible blow to Hyder, who 
found himfelf under the walls of his capital, 
without an army, without refources, and 
without an ally or friend, to whom he could 
look to for aid in this moft critical hour of 
his life j but defpond^ncy was ever a Aranger 

• to 
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to him, and though he fcw himfelf cooped 
up in his capital, ^fais country intirely defb- 
lated by the enemy, and moft of his forts in 
their- pollellion, ftill he did not give way to 
dcfpair, but placed his confidence in that 
fortune which had ever fupported him in 
many trying and almoft infurmountable dif¬ 
ficulties. 

The Mahrattas followed him clofe, and 
fhut him up in Sefingapatam; that was all 
they could do : for, having neither the art, 
or materials, for carrying on a fiege, they 
could only blockade the city, and prevent 
provifion, or troops, from entering it. 

In thefecircumftances, TrimbuchMama 
wrote, in the mofi: preffing terms, to the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, ahd to Mr. Dupre, 
then Governor of Madras, for a body of * 
Englifh troops and great guns, to reduce 
Ilyder's capital, and entirely to crufh him. 

♦The Nabob mpft flrenuoufly fupported 
the requeft of Trimbuch, but Mr. Dupre 
oppofed it, on the faith of the late treaty of 
peace concluded with Ilyder in 1769; who 
alfo called on Mn Dupre for afliflance againfi: 
the Mahrattas, who, for Very good reafons, 

G 3 wrote 
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wrote fair letters to each, but refolvcd to 
aid neither. 

The Mahrattas, who, for near two years, 
had carried fire and fword into every part of 
Hyder's dominions, and, by thefe means, 
had driven the inhabitants from the whole 
country, found themfelves extremely -di- 
ftrefled for provifions; and, finding no hopes 
of any fuccours from the Carnatic, with¬ 
drew their army from before Seringapatam, 
and retired northward, eroded the river 
Kiftna, and fo on to their own country, 
where Mahaderow*s death foon happened, 
and occafioned fuch civil diflentions amongft 
the chiefs of Poona as did not fubfide for 
many years; and to thefe civU broils and 
difeords of the Mahrattas, Hyder was in¬ 
debted for all his fucceeding glory. 

The inftant the Mahrattas turned their 
backs on him, he moved out of Seringa¬ 
patam with what force he could colledt, ai^d 
marched towards Bengalore, gathering rein¬ 
forcements as he proceeded, from thofe few 
forts, which, from their lituation on moun¬ 
tains, had efcaped tlie enemy. 


. He 
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He then, in turn, attacked thofe forts 
the Mahrattas had poffefled themfelves of, 
lb that in a little time he rid his country of 
thefe deftrudtive freebooters. 

' By thefe means he loon reftored tranquil¬ 
lity to his territories, and, after giving every 
encouragement to the miferable inhabitants, 
to return and rebuild their villages, and to 
commence the cultivation of their lands, 
turned his whole thoughts towards his army, 
in order to get it reinftated as foon as pof- 
fible. 

It is aftoniihing to relate, that only after 
a few years peace, this man, from his abi¬ 
lities and perfeverance, had railed a body of 
troops almoll furpalBng credit; viz. 

CAVALRY. 

Men. 

Thole mounted on his own horfes 8,000 
Hired, who found their own horfes 12,000 

SEPOYS. 

Armed, cloathed, and officered with 
Europeans, and guns attached to 
them - - . - 20,000 

European deferters of di^s nations 114 
. G 4 Matchlock 
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Matchlock men and peons 

Rpcket men - * - 

Black artillei*y men 

Brafs field guns 

Camels .for carrying rockets' 

Elephants 


10,000 
- 6,000 



500 

200 


Draught and carriage bullocks wltliout 
number. 


SEPOYS in the diiferent Garrilbns. 

* 

• Men. 

In Soringapatam - « 3,000 

Bidd^nore and difiridt - - 5,000 

Bengalore ... - 3,000 

Dindegitll - - - 1,000 

Exclufive of many other forts, tfiefirength 
of which I have not been able to afcertain. 
The above account of Ilyder's force was in 
the year 1775, from which time, until the 
year 1780, an uninterrupted peace reigned 
throughout Hyder's dominions. 

The latter end of July 1780, Hyder en¬ 
tered the Carnatic, and on the 29th of that 
month he detached a confiderable body of 
horfe and loqteys, who, by forced marches, 
furprized and plun^^cd Porto Novo (which 
place has always been deemed a free port for 

all 
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all nations) without diflindfcion of nation, 
or caft—carried away prifoners the Dutch 
and Daniih Refidents, wliich plainly niarked 
his principal intent to extirpate all Europeans 
from die peninfula of India; this, I am 
confident in opinion, w^as his motive for 
undertaking this vvar. This furpriae at 
Porto ^ovo fpread a general a^jirm through¬ 
out the whole Coaft of Coroniandel, and 
created a complete fccne of coiifufion. Nay, 
even the Nabob of Arcot*s Killedars, or Go¬ 
vernors, were panic llrack at Hyder’s being 
in the Carnatic, ef^cklly thofe in command 
of the following frontier garrifbns; viz. 
Trinomally, Chittaputt, Arnee, Doby- 
gurr, Chuckleyputt, &c. likewife Carran- 
goley and Chilembrum, near the coafl, were 
immediately furrendered with the garrifbns, 
without the Icafl: refiftance; and, in tliat 
remarkable ftrong hold Gingce, where ah 
European officer w^as ftationed with one 
company of fepoys, he was abfblutely fired 
on by the Nabob’s people, who had fled 
from an attack that was made on the lower 
fort, as he was making his way to the upper 
fort for its defence; by thefe proceedings, it 

IS 
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is obvious, that thofe villains the Killedars, 
were bribed by Hyder; the chief Pollygars 
of Worriapollam and Arrialore alfo joined 
him. 

In the mean time, while Hyder was ra- 
•vaging the country, and making conqueft 
of the aforefaid places, the Englifli were col- 
leding all their force under the command of 
Sir He6tor Munro at Conjeveram. 

The 8th of September 1780, Major Ge¬ 
neral Sir He^or Munro had intelligence of 
a detachment coming from the northward 
under Colonel Bailley, to join his army at 
Conjeveram, and were already arrived at Pe- 
rambaucam; part of Hyder's army being 
then encamped nearly in the route by which 
Colonel Bailey's detachment fhould come, 
under the command of Tippoo Saib. On 
the evening of that day, the General or¬ 
dered a detachment to march under Colonel 
Fletcher, in order to meet and reinforce 
Colonel Bailley, confifting of one light in¬ 
fantry, and three European grenadier com¬ 
panies, a fepoy company of markfmen, and 
ten fepoy grenadier companies; as alfo fomc 
camels loaded with .gun ammunition, who 

had 
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had the good fortune to arrive iafc before 
morning at Perambaucam, and joined Co- 
^ionel Bailley ; the arnval of this ftrong re¬ 
inforcement fpread the greateft confidence 
through Bailley’s camp, and no doubt was 
entertained of their being able to make 
their way good to Conjeveram. Colonel 
Bailley marched on the evening of the 9 th, 
about eight o’clock, in the following order; 
viz. The company of markfmen formed the 
advanced guard; the main body# compofed 
of the l^uropeans, making fix companies of 
grenadiers, light infantry and battalion men, 
with the ten fepoy grenadier companies 
formed into two battalions, and two batta¬ 
lions of fepoys; one battalion of fix qom-r 
panics covered the doolies baggage’and llores 
upon the left flank, and fix companies of 
fepoy grenadiers compofed the rear guard; 
the field pieces, being fix pounders, except 
four three pounders, were equally divided 
along the line, except two guns that were 
with the rear guard. The whole was in 
number about 3,^00, under Colonel Bail- 
ley’s command, who, previous to the march, 
directed, that all qrders from Lieutenant 

Colonel 
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Colonel Fletcher were to be obeyed. The 

detachment marched in fub-divifions. 

* 

About half a mile from Perambaucani, 
they fell in with a fmall party of Hyder*s 
horfe on a plain, which was fired upon, 
and difperfed by a platoon from the advanc¬ 
ed guard, after it had repeatedly challenged 
the detachment. This gave the alarm to 
Tippoo Saib, whole camp \yas dole by, 
and from whom indeed it was otherwife 
impoffible *to conceal their march, as he 
had n[iany fmall picquets on the look out. 
Their rocket men, and other irregular rab¬ 
ble, then came upon their flanks, ^ who were, 
drove off from time to time by the flank 
guards. 

In this manner the lietachment proceed¬ 
ed for five or fix miles, when fome horle 
appeared on their left, near their rear guard, 
on which they were fired npon with the 
two guns. The front of the line had juft 
then , entered an avenue, tlirough which 
their road lay, and . Colonel Bailley ordering 
a halt, and facing to the right about, form- 
ed to the rear, except the advanced guard, 
which ftill kept its front. 


The 
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The baggage, &c. with its coverings 
.battalions pafling over from the left to the 

f ^ 

right flank; Hyder s people difappearing 
again, and there being no future fign of 
any attack on that quarter, the troops re¬ 
turned nearly to their former order of march, 
but the halt was continued. They were a 
very fhprt time in this pofition, when Ibme 
of Hyder*s guns opened upon tlieir left, 
nearly oppofite their centre ; on which five 
companies of fepoy grenadiers, under Capt. 
Rumley, advanced out of the *line to take 
them, but tliey being flopped by a water 
courfe which run parallel to 4 he line, that 
attempt was delifled from. The fire being 
now returned from the gUns of the line, 
although fufficicntly near, did little execu¬ 
tion, and was irregularly continued, as 
flyder’s gun’s being feveral times fhifted, 
and they foon ceafed firing. The efcort 
with the baggage having, by fomemiftake, 
moved on from the right flank, whilfl the 
line was halted, it required fome time to 
bring it back to its proper ftation. During 
this interval, from fome falfc alarm, a di-. 
vifion upon the left of the line fired, and 
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the fire ran along to the right through the 
whc^e line,, without any word of command 
from any officer, although no enemy was 
in view. This is one of thole accidents 
which Ibmetimcs happen in the bell difci- 
plijjed armieg, and is hard to be accounted 
for. This firing^waj iboh put a Hop to. 

A body of Hyaer*s infantry that lay con¬ 
cealed in the water coucfe, or clofe behind 

s % 

it, and near the he^d of their line, and 
lecmingly^pfeiceH tl^erq by way of ambuf- 
cadc‘, being ^03;^ dilcoi^ered, and fired on 
by their* flankj^^guards, were obliged to re¬ 
treat in confufiop. 

The baggage fiad by^his time returned to 
their proper plate, ^nd nothing now pre¬ 
vented the detachment from procceeding, 
fivsmi^he^ttwt being limbered again, 
appeared to be Colonel Bailley’s intention ; 
but he, contrary to the declared opinion of 
Colonel Fletcher, took the moll fatal refo- 
lution of remaining where he was all night. 

The caulelefs firing, that had happened 
in the line, and the baggage with its efcort 
having gone ailray in the dark, might pof- 
fibly be his reafons, as he was heard tc fay, 

that 
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that he wilhed fl>r day-light. He accords 
ingly made a diipofition, and they lay on 
th&r arms until day break, unmolefted . by 
the enemy; who, no doubt, employed 
this interval, which was for them moft 
lucky, in preparing to annoy them, when 
they could do it more effedtually. 

Next morning, being the loth, th^ 
marched again before fun-rife, much in 
the lame order as before. Tippoo Saib, 
with his army, were foon perceived upon 
the left, through fome trees and under¬ 
wood, ^ moving abreaft of them, with Ibme 
parties of horle in Bailley’s front, and on 
his right flank. The detachment proceeded 
near two miles in the avenue, when upon 
its entering an open plain, on which the 
road turned off to the left, four or live of 
Tippoo Saib’s guns opened from that quar-* 

ter, though at a conliderable dilknee. On 

# 

this Bailley again halted, and ordered the 
cannonade to be returned, whilll the troops 
remained in crowded order, partly in the 
avenue, and partly under cover of Ibme 
banks, and a hollow way at the entrance 
gf the plain; Tippoo Saib*s rocket men 

advancing, 
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advancing, as ufual, and his main bodjr 
keeping at a great diflance among fome 
trees and underwood, in the rear of tlieir 
guns. In a few minuets after this. Col. 
Bailley ordered out Captain Rumley, with 
the two fepoy grenadier battalions, (ten 
companies) to advance and take thefe guns; 
they accordingly marched out, and Colonel 
Fletcher ordered a battalion of fepoys to 
fupport them ; but this was countermand¬ 
ed by Bailley, and die company of fepoy 
marlifmen only, which formed the advanc¬ 
ed guard, was, after fome little time, dif. 
patched after them. About the time the 
grenadier fepoys liad reached and taken the 
laearefl gun, from ivhich and the two next, 
the enemy fled at their approach; Captain 
Rumley himfelf being then out of breath, 
fent on Captain Gowdie, with the front 
battalion, to take the others ; and when the 
officer of die markfinen came up, he found 
the rear battalion halted, and in^^it^^i^lefied 
poflTeflion of three guns, none of die enemy 
being near; he therefore drew up his com¬ 
pany at the firfl: gun, to which, in a mi¬ 
nute or two. Captain Rumley came back 

himfelfi 
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himfelf^ and the grenadiers neareft to it fell 
* back^ crowding in diforderi but from what 
cai^ he knew not. A little before this^ 
and after the grenadiers and markfmen had 
been detached* Hyder’s main army was per*, 
ceived in full march towards Bailie’s right* 
and his headmoft body of horfe coming on* 
made an irregular charge on the line* 
Capt. Rumley and the oiheer of the markf- 
men were then at the neareft gun* and the 
former, probably from an apprehenfion of 
being cut off from the main body, ordered 
a retreat to a water-courfe that lay between 
them and the line. The markfmen and a 
party of the fepoy grenadiers that had been 
drawn up at the gun, accordingly moved 
that way, but the reft of the fepoy grena¬ 
diers crowding upon them from behind* 
fbon put their ranks in diforder* and that 
part of the water-courle they came to being 
a deep cut, the fepoys as they reached it* 
leaped in, and fcrambling up the oppofite 
fide, ftepped forward^ as they got out to 
regain the line. Thus tlie whole party got 
by degrees in a oonfuied run, it not being 
in the power of the officers to prevent it, 

li and 
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and its rear being prefled upon by TippOo 
Saib*s horfe, who purfucd upon feeing the . 
diforderj they, however, were ilopped-b'y 
the waie;-courfe, but a few of them gett^ 
round the end of it, came in time enough 
to cut down fcveral of the lepoy grena¬ 
diers, before they could reach the line; and 
the guns that were taken, being thus aban¬ 
doned, were immediately repoflcATed by 
Tippoo Saib's people. The advanced body 
of horfe from Hyder's own army, had been 
repulfed before the grenadier’s returned 5 
thefe foon got into order again, and took 
their llation in their line. Hyder’s army 
was then faft approaching upon Colonel 
Bailley’s right flank ; but though a fufficient 
fpace intervened, during which there was 
no cannonade, nor body pf horfe on the 
plain near enough to interrupt or prevent it, 
no manoeuvre was undertaken, or any other 
difpofition made, but the detachment re¬ 
mained crowded up in the fame manner as 
it entered the plain, die troops not having 
room even to ufe their arms ftedy, and part 
of one battalion was obliged to move out 
of the line altogether, moft of the^cofps 

being 
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being now in a fetting pofture^ and the 
baggage, doolies, &c. confufedly fcattered 
abiJlftk It may be here remarked, that no 
attempt was made to reconnoitre the ground. 
There was a village in fight, that llay on 
the road about half a mile in front,, and 
nothing could have prevented them from 
gaining it, and taking poll there, had they 
marched any time before the arrival of Hy* 
der’s army, as the water*courle before men¬ 
tioned would have covered their left flank, 
as the avenue might their right, had they 
been drawn out in order of battle; but 
nothing was done, no meafure taken, either 
for offence or defence* Hyder’s van was 
loon within cannon fhot, and his foremoft 
guns opened immediately ; as did about the 
tiime time, thofc tliat Tippoo Saib had re¬ 
taken, and the reft of Hyder*s as they came 
up, untU there was upwards of fifty brought 
to bear upon this poor detachment, de¬ 
voted to deftrueftion. Colonel Bailley’s ten 
guns returned this unequal fire, until their 
ammunition was exhaufted; and this was 
haftened by the blowing up of two tum¬ 
brils of fixed ammunition, which laid open 

H 2 one 
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one intire face of their column, deftroyed 
their artillery, and threw the whole into 
irreparable confuhon. 

Tippoo Saib, obferving this accident, took 
immediate advantage thereof, and with his 
eavahy made a rapid charge, penetrated 
their broken fquare, and being followed by 
tlie French corps, and the infantry of his 
firjfl line, compleated the overthrow of this 
gallant little band. Their fepoys being 
moftly cut to pieces, while Colonel Bail - 
ley, although much wounded, rallied his 
Europeans, and once more formed them 
into a fquare, under the fire of the whole of 
Hyder’s cannon. 

With this handful of men he gained a 
fmall eminence on the plain; where, with¬ 
out ammunition, and moft of his men 
grievoufly wounded, he reliftcd and repulled 
thirteen feparate attacks ; but frelh bodies 
of horfe continually pouring in, they were 
borne down by numbers, without giving 
way, and trod under foot by the elephants 
and horfe. 

This victory coll the Myfbre army very 
dear, as the flaughter of their beft troops 

w:a6 
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was immenfe; and nothing but the acci¬ 
dent of the tiunbrils could have iaved 
liyder from a total defeat. Had the good 
genius of the Englilh brought up their 
troops from Conjeveram, during the bat¬ 
tle, the Myfore army muft have been in¬ 
evitably ruined—not one battalion of foot, 
or a lingle gun, would have probably ef- 
caped. 

Ilydcr, with his whole army, returned 
to his camp at Damul, diftant about fix 
miles from the place of adtion. All the 
prifoners that could be moved were car^ 
ried tliither ; though many of the wound¬ 
ed, and amongfi: thefe fome officers, re¬ 
mained on the ground, after being ftripped 
by the plunderers, to perifli miferably. 
Hyder, foon after he arrived in his camp, 
had Colonel Bailley and the reft brought 
before him, as they came in, ordering re¬ 
wards to thofe who took them. Some of 
the heads of the flain, which was prefent- 
ed before him, thgugh to fay the truthjj 
he feemed to take no great pleafiire in this 
horrid fpedtacle, but rather fliewed difplea- 
furc, when any of the prifoners were 
. H 3 brought 
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brought in, all over mangled and covered 
with wounds. The wounded were dmffed 
by his furgeons, and fuch afliftance ancf ac^ 
commodation. afforded to all the prilbners, 
as could be expected in a barbarian camp. 
They were lodged that night in tents, and 
carried next day to his fixed camp at Muf- 
llevawk, where he moved with his army, 
after fending off a firong body of horfe and 
foot, under a Monfieur Lally, to harrafs 
General Munro, who, upon the news of 
Colpnel Baillcy s defirudtioii, had, upon the 
night of tlie loth, retreated to Cliingle- 
pett. The prifbners remained at Mufsle-^ 
vawk until the 14th, being vifited by the 
French gentlemen in Hyder’s fervice j and 
were that day fent off with ftrong efcorts, 
except Colonel Bailley, and feven other 
officers of fenior rank, who were kept in 
Hyder*s camp, 

Twenty-fix wounded officers, and tlic 
wounded non-commiffioned officers and 
private men, were put ipto the fort of Ar- 
nec>> twfenty-four, with the reft of the 

4 

non-commiffioned and private, being all 
that was able to march, proceeded to Ben- 

gulove, 
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gtilore, where the officers, and fuch of the 
met^ as were unable to go fiuther, were 
ke^t, the reft going on to Seringapdtam. 
Thofe left at Arnee, were afterwards lent 
to Seringapatam as && as they recovered, 
except three or four of the officers, and a 
great number of the men, who died of their 
wounds. Colonel Bailley and the others, 
who were left in Hyder's camp, were like^ 
wife, in a few months, fent thither. As 
for the black officers and fepoys that wer6 
taken, many of them entered into Hyder’S 
fervicc, and the reft, after feme time, were 
fet at liberty. 

Particulars of the Number Killed, Wounds 
ed, and taken Prifbners, viz. 


Killed oa the Field of Adion. 

lieutenant-Colonel • i 

Captains - **3 

Lieutenants * 3 

Enfigns . « - 18 

Lieutenant Fire-Worker - i 

Cadet I 

burgeon ^ • I • 

— 28 

• K r Died 
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t E O 

t 


Brought forward at 

Died of their Wounds fboi;i afterwards. 

Captain 


I ' 

Lieutenants 

« 

3 ’ 

Eniigns 

- 

2 

Lieutenant Fire-Worker 

X 

Cadet 


I 

Surgeon 

- 

X 

^ 8 

Wounded and Taken. 


Lieutenant-Colonel 

- 

I 

Captains 

m 

6 

Lieutenants 


13 

Enfigns 

- 

9 

Cadets 


4 

Surgeon 


I 


— 34 

Not Wounded, 


Captains 

- 

2 

Lieutenants 

- 

5 

Eniigns 

- 

6 

Volunteer • 


1 

Cadet 


I 

AffiHant Surgeon 

m IS* 

I 

6!-^ 16 

ft 


Total 86 
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Nothing could furpafs the hardy, deipe* 
■rate ydour, difplayed by this handful of 
Engiiihinen and fepoys, in this general 
maflacre. Officers and men leemed de¬ 
termined to fell their lives as dear as pof- 
fible } and although left without a ^ingk^ 
gun, and their ammunition expended, the 
officers with their fwords, and the privates 
with their bayonets, atchieved prodigies of 
valour; which Hyder's people ipeak of 
with aftonifhment. They fey, that many 
of the Engliffi, after they were cut down 
and miferably wounded, refufed quarter, 
and raifed themfelves from the ground, to 
pufli with their bayonets to the very laft. 

Their difaftcr was occafioned by a quan¬ 
tity of loofe ammunition, brought by CoL 
Fletcher’s reinforcement, blowing up, which 
communicated to the two tumbrils of the 
line. 

The Engliffi army having fuftained this 
heavy lofs, were not able to oppoie that of 
Hyder, who, with impunity, traverfed the 
fouthern part of the Carnatic. 

In April, lySi, Hyda* inverted the fort 
of Tiagar, fituate on a high rock, and al- 

mort 



1*2 t H L t F £ 6 ? 

moft impregnable, which place forced 

to Surrender to him, entirely owing, to the 
want of provifions, ^ 

After which Hyder entered the Tanjorc 
country, plundering and burning every viK 
lagein their way^; fpreading defolation every 
where } even the Gentoo temples, which 
hidierto were held lacred by all cafts, were 
plundered of their fwamies, or idols, by 
his people of the Moorifli fed. 

About this time, a Gentoo fubidar, or 
Capfaiii in bis fervice, requefted his permit 
£6h 10 bear a Gentoo flag, with the figure 
of the Swamie Annamoofitoo on it* On 
which, Hyder defired to know who this 
Annamoontoo was; in the courfc of the 
iubidar's narration, he laid Annamoontoo 
was born of a man ; Hyder then obferved, 
his father was certainly the devil, to which 
the fubidar aflenting, Hyder ordered a flag 
to be made, with the figure of a devil eva¬ 
cuating Annamoontoo from behind, which 
he flirewdly obfefved, was the only aper-i 
ture he could eltape at; and obliged that 
fubidar*s company to beat it. The fame 

■ fl»g 
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was afterwards taken from them by the 
•Englifli, near Negapatam, 

In June, Hyder marched towards Tritche^ 
tiopoly, and, by the latter end of that mondi^ . 
he made forced marches until h^ came near 
the Englifh ^rmy, then under the command 
of General Coote, near Pprto Novo, mia<r 
gining the buiinefs was compleated as he had 
in view, that of drawing the Englifli army to 
the Ibuth of Cuddalore, where he did not 
fuppofe there would be a probability oi their 
efcaping total defbudion, * 

. June 30th, Hyder being now within fight 
of the army under General Coote, made 
every preparation in order to attack himj 
but early the next morning, the ifi: of July, 
J781, he perceived the Englifli army ad- 
vancmg with the fame intent to attack him, 
though coniifting only of 1,500 Europeans 
and 7,ooQ fepoys, The two armies met,' 
and engaged between Porto Novo and M00-* 
tiapollam. 

The engagement lafied eight hours, and 
it was a hard-fought day on both fides. Hy-» 
tier's army confified this day of 25 bat-i 
talions of infantry, 4QQ Europeans, 40,000 

horfe. 
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horfe, and about rooiOQp, matchlock men, 
peons, and polygars, with 47 pieces of 
cannon wcll-fervcd. The fecond line of the 
Englilh army having occupied fomc heights, 
by which their rear was fecured. General 
Coote advanced with the firft line towards 
Hyder’s guns, many of which muft have 
been taken, if the Englilh had had a body 
of cavalry; Hyder made repeated attempts 
to force the Englifh lines, and kept up a 
fevere cannonade, which, for a long time, 
the- heavy fires of the Englifh could not 
filenpc, till at length he was obliged to give 
way to their fuperior fpirit, and fteadinefs of 
their fmall numbers, comparatively fpeaking 
to his, and left them mafters of the field. 
Meer Saib (Hyder’s favourite General) re¬ 
ceived a mortal wound; and, among 4,000 
killed, were many of his principal officers. 
The Englifh loft very few officers, but had 
between three and 400 men killed. Thus 
ended this glorious battle, which day fhould 
be a jubilee to all European nations, who 
have any pofleffions in India ; they may 
conlider it as that on which their fate ift 
India totally depended. Had that day beeii 

loft. 
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loft, I verily believe we fliould have been 
deprived of all our polledions in that 
country. 

In the beginning of Auguft, General 
Coote’s army was reinforced by a detachment 
from Bengal, conlifting of 5,000 men, 
moftly fepoys, which was a very leafbnable 
lupply; he was then encamped at the 
Mount, above nine miles from Madras. 

I ftiall now leave him and return to the 
fouthward, where Major General Sir Hedlor 
Munro, K. B. was ordered into theXai^- 
jore country, to take the command of the 
Company’s troops, who were to co-operate 
with his Majefty’s fquadron under the com¬ 
mand of Sir Edward Hughes, in the attack 
of Negapatam, who was in hopes of Jfbon 
reducing it, although the garrifon was rein¬ 
forced by a large detachment of Hyder*s 
troops, and the fortifications confiderably 
ftrengthened by new works. Sir Iledlor 
joined the Company's troops at Nagore, on 
the coaft, by the 21ft of Odtober: a corps 
of marines, confifting of 443, officers in¬ 
cluded, landed from the fquadron and joined 
hitp ; the next day a battalion of ieamen 

landed. 
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landed^ coniifHng of 827 men^ officers in« 
eluded; alfo 16 eighteen pounders and two 
twelves^ with two i o-inch^ and fix 5 and 
I-half filch mort^rSf with a proportionable 
number of fhot, fliells, powder, and every 
efiential ftore,, was landed from the fqua-« 
dron on rafts made for that purpofe* On 
the night of the 29th^ the ftrong lines which 
the enejny had thrown up, flanked by re¬ 
doubts, to cover and defend the approach to 
the town, were ftormed and carried, in 
which the featnen and marines bore a prin¬ 
cipal part* On the 3d of November, Ge¬ 
neral Munro opened ground againft the north 
face of Negapatam, and the approaches were 
carried on with great rapidity, the fquadron 
laying off the fort to cover the attack. On 
the 7th, a battery of 10 eighteen pounders, 
within three hundred paces of the walls of 
the place, bebg ready to open, Sir Edward 
Hughes and Sir Hedtor Munro thought 
proper to fend the Dutch Governor the fol*^ 
lowing fummons 2 * 
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Cmp before Nfgapatam^ Nov* 7, 1781., 
S I R» 

AS we arc perfedly informed of the weak-* 
nefs of the town and citadel of Negapatam, 
and the Imallnefs of the garrifbn you have 
to defend it, againft the ihips and troops of 
his Britannic Majefty, and the Eaft-Indla 
Company under our command, of who& 
great fuperiority, in proportion, numbers, 
and difeipline, you cannot be ignorant. 

We are induced from motives of huma* 
nity, in order to avoid the effufion of blood, 
and of regard to you and the inhabitants of 
the place, to prevent, if in our power, the 
diftreffes and calamities that may be&lL you 
and them, to demand of you the immediate 
furrender of the place, on fuch terms as 
appear to us reafonable and confident, and 
you and we may agree upon; for this pur^ 
pofc we give two hours from the time this 
funuxxons is delivered to you, to deliberate 
on an anfwer : if y6u agree to furrender on 
capitulation, Commidioners are immediately 
to be fent on yoiif part to the General in 
camp; but if you reject the offer now made 
yov, the batteries will immediately open 

againft 
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againft your walls, and you will yourfelf he 
the caufe of more difadvantageous terms on a 
latter day. We have the honour, to be, 
with great regard, &c. &c. 

(Signed) 

Edward Hughes, 
Hector Munro* 

To Reyner Van Vlissengen, Gover¬ 
nor of Ncgapatam, 

The Governor being indiipofed, they re¬ 
ceived from the fecond in command, tlic 
following anfwer: 

yi tie Honourabie Sir Edward Hughes?, 
K, B, Vice Admiral of the Blue^ Com^ 
mander of his Britannic Majcftfs Naval 
Forces, and the Honorable aS/V*Hector 
Munro, Commander of his Britannic 
Majejlys Military Forces, &c, 

SIRS, 

I Have had the honor, juft now, to re¬ 
ceive the letter you was pleafed to write me, 
containing the fuminatipn to deliver over 
this place. ' 

And as I am obliged, by honor and oath, 
to defend this place with all my power, I 

cannot 
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cannot enter into any agreement regarding 
the furrendering of the fame, but (halt, 
when you refolve to attack me, defend my- 
fclf with the forces that I have on hand. 


1 have the honor to be^ 

SIRS, 

With great refped:, 

Your moft humble obedient fervant. 


By the indifpoiition iv 

of the Governor, 

I^egapatam, Nov. 7, 1781. 


MoSS£LL. 

4 


During the courfe of the liege, the enemy 
made two defperate Tallies with the greater 
part of the garrifon, but were both times 
beat back into the town with much lofs. 

In the afternoon of the loth, the breach¬ 
ing battery being ready, four 18-pounders 
were got into it, and opened on the face of 
the baftion intended to be breached, with 
good effedt; in the night four more 18- 
pounders were got into the lame battery, 
and all opened on the breached ballion at 
day-light, and foon after the enemy de¬ 
manded a parley, and lent out two Commif- 

1 lioners 
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fioncrs to the General in camp with terms 
of capitulation. In the mean time, hofti- 
lities ceafed on both fides; and, early on 
the morning of the 12 th, Sir Edward Hughes 
landed and came to camp, and, with the 
General, Sir Hedor Munro, received the 
Commii&ries there about ten o’clock, when 
the capitulation was agreed to, and after 
being lent into the town to be ratified by the 
Governor and his Council, was counter- 
ligned by Sir Edward Hughes and Sir Hec¬ 
tor Munro, at two o’clock, and the gates 
of both town and citadel were put in pof- 
lefiion of the Englilli troops. 

I lhall only take notice of the 20th ar¬ 
ticle of the capitulation, which immediately 
concerns Hyder’s troops j viz. 

Art. XX. To all the aid troops belong¬ 
ing to the Nabob Hydcr Ally Cawn 
Bahauder, which are in this place, 
a free pafs to Combiconum lhall be 
granted. 

Anfwered. Granted, on delivering up 
their arms, and proceeding to Hy¬ 
der’s country, not to Combiconum. 

Th^ 
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The garrifon conlifted in all of about 
. 8,000 men, of which about 500 Europeans, 
regulars, and militia, 700 malays, 4,500 
fepoys, and 2,300 of Hyder's troops, of 
whom 1,000 were cavalry, and run away on 
the firfl charge at the attack of the enemy’s 
lines, and never caipe near the place after, 
but kept at a diftance, plundering and burn¬ 
ing the villages; and moft of the malays and 
lepoys threw aways their arms, and deferted 
the garrifon through the weftern gate, in the 
night between the iith and 12th, difring 
the truce. 

The killed and wounded, during this fliort 
fiege, were very inconfiderablc. 

A detachment of the Company’s troops 
were fent on board the fquadron, to go with 
Sir Edward Hughes to Trincomale, in order 
to reduce it, to which place he failed imme¬ 
diately, on adjufting matters at Negapatam, 
where General Munro remained with the 
Company’s troops. 

Dec. 1781. The^ Governor of Bombay 
had now fent a llrong reinforcement of 
troops to Tellicherry, which place was then 
befieged by Hyder’s trdops, where they ar- 

I 2 rived 
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rived about the 30th; and Major Abingdon, 
with thofe, and a part of their former gar- 
rifbn, marched out from the Brafs Pagoda, 
the 8 th of January 1782, acrofs the Paddy 
Fields to the eaftward, paffed two of Hy- 
der*s advanced ports, and got round to the 
cartward of Great Putney Hill, between that 
and Ponnolla Mella. The advanced party 
under Captain Whippey, immediately at¬ 
tacked, rtormed, and took the former, with¬ 
out the lofs of a man on his fide. The main 
body■ immediately puflied forHyder*s camp, 
and came upon them jurt at day-break, 
whom they fell on and put to the route; 
when they followed them to the Ibuthward 
as far as Currachee, a fmall fort about one 
mile to the northward of Michie River; this 
port they prefently carried, and turned its 
guns upon them, who were making their 
way towards the river. Saddos Cawn (Hy- 
dcr’s brother-in-law and General, who com¬ 
manded this army) had made this port his 
head-quarters, quitted it, and got to a for¬ 
tified houfe, enclofed within walls, where 
he, with feveral of his people, made an ob- 
rtinatc defence; but at laft the roof of the 

houie 
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houfe was fet on lire, which obliged them to 
quit it, when many were killed endeavouring 
to make their efcape. Saddos Cawn had fc- 
creted himfelf in part of the enclofure, which 
was bomb-proof, cut into the hill, where he 
and his family were found; himfelf had 
been wounded by a mufquet-ball in the 
ancle, and was not able to move; they 
were all immediately feized, and fent in pri- 
foners to Tellicherry, with about 1,500 pri- 
foners, which had been made during the 
morning; there was about 400 of them 
killed and drowned. The Englifh had 
about 50 killed and wounded, and only one 
officer hurt; they took fix brafs field-pieces, 
about 60 iron cannon, with four mortars: 
alfo 13 elephants, and a large quantity of 
powder, /hot, and other ftores, in their re- 
doubts and batteries. 

The fame evening, about feven o'clock,. 
Lieut. Hodges was fent away with a ftrong 
detachment againft Fort George, of which 
the enemy getting intelligence, they eva¬ 
cuated it, and he took quiet pofieffion 
thereof. 

13 


About 
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About two o’clock in the morning a 
llrong party was fent over the river, and 
took poffelEon of Mihie; and another party, 
under Captain Whippey, went and took pof- 
feffion of Durmapatam, which idand they 
found deferted by the enemy. In fhort, there 
was not a man of Hyder’s left between Cotta 
Point, five leagues to the fbuthward, and 
to the northward as far as Cannanore. 

I mufl now return to take notice of the 
army under General Coote, which had been 
reinforced by a detachment from Bengal, as 
before noticed; his next objed: was to 
march, iti order to relieve Wandewafh, 
which was inverted by a rtrong detachment 
under Hyder’s fon, Tippoo Saib, who had 
begun to raife batteries, and to make other 
ncceflary preparations for a iiege. 

The General’s movements had the defired 
eftcd, as Tippoo Saib, upon hearing of his 
approach, drew offi and took the route by 
Gingee, by which road Hyder had moved 
towards Areot, which. plage he alfo took 
without oppofition. 

On the 2oth of Augurt the General 
marched and fat down before Tripaflbre, and 


on 
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on the 23d in the morning, it lurrendered on 
terms of capitulation. This acquilition of 
conlequence, and happening at the time it 
did, was a moft fortunate one, as the ad¬ 
vance of Hyder*s army coming to the relief 
of the bef eged, had, in that very moment, 
appeared in fight, and there only remained 
in camp one day's rice. 

By means of the Paddy found in the fort, 
he was enabled to ferve out a few days fub- 
fificnce to the troops ; and hearing that 
Hyder was in full force, at the diftance of 
fixteen miles, he refolved to march towards 
him ; but before he could attempt it, he 
found it neceflary to draw feme rice from 
Pondamalee, which having done, he marched 
on the 26th in order to engage Hyder, as the 
only hope that appeared to him left, from 
whence he might fiand a chance of fur¬ 
mounting other difficulties. 

On General Coote's advancing, Hyder 
thought proper to fall back a few miles, to 
the ground on whioh he had defeated the 
detachment under Colonel Bailley, when he 
took up a very ftrong pofition; and, in¬ 
fluenced from a fuperftitious notion of its 
• I 4 being 
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being a lucky fpot, had determined, as the 
General was informed, to try his fortune in 
a fecond battle. On the ayth in the morn¬ 
ing, the General moved towards him, and, 
about eight o’clock, difeovered Hyder’s army 
in order of battle, and in full force to receive 
him, and in polTeffion of many ftrong and 
advantageous polls, rendered the more for¬ 
midable by the nature of the country lying 
between, which was interledled by very deep 
watej - :ourfcs. To prefent a front to them, 
the General was obliged to form the ' line 
under a very heavy cannonade from feveral 
batteries, which galled his army exceed¬ 
ingly, who bore it with a lirmnefs and un¬ 
daunted bravery which did them the highell 
honour, and Ihewed a Heady valour, not to 
be furpafled by the firll veterans of any nation 
in Europe, 7 'he adlion laded from nine in 
the morning till near fun-fet, when he had 
drove Hyder’s people from all their Hrong 
polls, and obliged them to retreat with pre¬ 
cipitation, leaving him in full polleffion of 
the field of battle. The lofs of the Englilh 
on this occalion was heavier than on the ill 
q{ July, and that of Hydcr lefs, owing to 

th^ir 
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their having fhcltered themfelvcs under cover 
of banks of tanks, and other grounds, which 
they pofTefled favourable for that purpofe. 
General Stuart had the misfortune to lofe his 
leg by a cannon fliot, whilft bravely con¬ 
ducting the fccond line to the fupport of a 
poll which the Englifli had occupied at the 
commencement of the engagement, and on 
which llyder had kept a veryfevere fire; 
the fame fhot alfb carried away the leg of 
Colonel Brown, and having caufed his death, 
deprived the Company of a very olci and 
faithful fervaht. Captain Hiflop, one of the 
Generals* Aids de Camp, was alfb killed by 
a cannon-fhot. 

By this time the garrifbn of Vellore was 
in great diflrefs for provifions, as Ilydcr had 
kept a flying party hovering about it, where¬ 
by all communication was cut off. General 
Coote refolved to march to its relief; as 
Hyder had alfo taken that route, who, by 
his different movements, impeded the Ge- 
nerafs march for fame time. However, on 
the 27th of September, the General difeo- 
vered Hyder*s encampment, and from tho 
difj^ofition he could perceive Hyder had 
. made 
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made of his troops, was fatisfied that he 
meant to try the event of another battle; 
the General immediately advanced, and both 
armies were clofely engaged before four 
o’clock in the afternoon, and, by evening, 
Hyder was once more completely routed. 
The lofs of the Englifh on this occafion was 
very trifling, whilfl: Hyder’s was very con- 
fiderable, both in cavalry and infantry, as 
they had not the convenience of banks, &c. 
to creep behind as on the 27th of Auguft. 
The Englifli had but one fubaltern officer 
killed, and about 100 rank and file killed, 
wounded, and miffing. The General flill 
wanting to throw in another fupply of pro- 
viflbns to Vellore, Colonel Owen was de¬ 
tached with a party on this fei*v'ice; he was 
attacked by the whole of Hyder’s army, the 
efforts of which he bravclv refifled, and made 
an able retreat on the 23d of Odlober : he 
loft only 160 killed and wounded. Hyder 
loft about 800, moftly horfe. 

General Coote immediately marched for 
Vellore, where he arrived the 4th of No¬ 
vember, and threw in fome frefh fupplies of 
provifions, though but little, all he coufd 

fpare 
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rpare at prefent, without which, in four or 
• five days more, muft either have been eva¬ 
cuated, or given up to the enemy; the Ge¬ 
neral then proceeded to Chittor, to which 
he laid liege on the 8 th, and the place ca¬ 
pitulated on the loth. 

Vellore being once more in diftrefs for 
provifions, it was neceflaiy that the army 
fhould again march to its relief. 

The General having made his arrange¬ 
ments on the 2d of December, he marched 
the army towards Vellore; Hydcr hdd af- 
fembled all his people, in full force, on the 
weftern banks of the Poni River: on the 
Englilh approaching near, which was on 
the evening of the 9th, he decamped and 
retreated with precipitation towards Lalla- 
pet, and left the General to take up their 
ground in quiet: diftance about twelve miles 
from Vellore. The next morning, about 
ten o’clock, while the General was on the 
march, and the army then eroding a deep 
morafs, their rear and left flank were at- 
tacked by a diflant cannonade from Hyder, 
%hole different manoeuvres were evidently 
with a view to impede his progrefs to 

Vellore, 
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Vellore, and to attack his baggage and con¬ 
voy. Hyder having been comply t ly foiled 
in all his attempts to that end, thought 
proper to retire about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, after having kept up a heavy fire 
for about four hours. The lofs of the En- 
giifli, on this occalion, was one Lieutenant, 
19 native rank and file, killed; two Lieu¬ 
tenants, two Europeans rank and file, one 
fiibidar, and 35 fepoys rank and file, wound¬ 
ed ; one European and four fepoys miffing. 

The General then profecuted his march, 
and encamped, for the night, within four 
miles of Vellore; he arrived the next morn¬ 
ing, being the 11 th, the very day to which 
he had been pre-advifed by the commanding 
officer of the garrifon, the provifions would 
lafl. 

A halting day was now abfolutely necef- 
fary for the refrefhment of the troops, and 
draught and carriage cattle; fo that the Ge¬ 
neral did not march hack until the 13 th, on 
which day Hyder appeared in full force, and 
chofe again to make an attack by a diflant 
cannonade on him, whilfl the army was 
croffing the fame marfhy ground, where 'he 

attacked 
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attacked him before, on the loth, in going. 
• About four o’clock in the afternoon, the 
whole had got clear over the fwamp, and, 
having polled the baggage with a proper 
guard, the General formed the line, and ad¬ 
vanced upon Hydcr with all the expedition 
the nature of the ground would admit of; 
upon which he gave way, and retreated once 
more wdth precipitation. The Englifli pur- 
fued him till dark, doing great execution; 
then returned to their intended ground of 
encampment about midnight, whofe lofs on 
this affair w^as only one officer wounded, 
with about 60 rank and file, black and 
white, killed, wounded and miffing; whilfl 
Hyder’s mufl have been treble that number, 
by what they could fee laying in the way, 
during the purfuit. 

1 mufl now leave General Coole, and 
obferve what is doing to the fouthward. 

In the month of February 1782, Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Braithwaite was. encamped 
with a flrong detachment near the village of 
Valletoole, in the T*'anjore country, near the 
River Colieroon. 

. Tippoo« 
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Tippoo Saib was alfo detached from Hy- 
der's army with a powerful party of horfe 
and foot, and encamped on the oppofite iide 
the faid River, a few miles diftant from Co¬ 
lonel Braithwaite’s party. 

On the morning of the 17th inftant, the 
Colonel received intelligence, that a large 
bodyof Tippoo’s horfe had crolTed the River, 
with an intention to cutfome green rice for 
tlicir horlcs, on which he ordered out Lieu¬ 
tenant Sampfon, with Ibme cavalry under 
his qommand, to drive them off ; the Co¬ 
lonel, in the mean time, rode to an emi- 

■ 

nence which commanded a view of the 
River, from whence he beheld, at a little 
diftance, the whole of Tippoo’s party, with 
their guns and elephants then crolTing the 
River •, on which he rode back to his camp, 
and immediately got thetn under arms: 
likewife fent an order to recall Lieutenant 
Sampfon with his cavalry, who, with the 
greateft difficulty, effefed his retreat, with 
the lofs of fcveral men and horles. 

By this time the line being ready, tlie 
Colonel detached four companies of fcpoys 
to the village in his rear, where all the pro- 

vifions 
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vifions of his jiarty were depoiited, in charge 
of the Cafbarry and his people, who was a 
renter of that diftri€t under the Rajah of 
Tanjore. 

This village was ftrongiy ftockaded, the 
lepoys had fcarcely eroded a water-cour/e 
that ran near it, but they were fired on from 
four guns belonging to Tippoo Saib. 

The Cafbariy had been bribed by Tippoo 
Saib, and, during the preceding night, had 
admitted three battalions of his fepoys, with 
four guns, to take pofleffion of the village. 
The Colonel being thus betrayed, loft all 
his provifions ; and by this time, Tippoo’s 
van v/ere arrived, and commenced a can¬ 
nonade from 20 guns, while the main body 
of his party moved round towards the Co¬ 
lonel’s rear, on which the C'olonel called in 
his advanced picquet, and made his rear his 
front, as Tippoo’s greateft efforts were made 
from that quarter, whofe cavalry made fe- 
veral charges, and were as often repulfed 
with great lofs. 

Part of Tippoo’s infantry now poflefled 
the poft which the Colonel’s advanced pic¬ 
quet had left, and another party poflefled 

themfelves 
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themfelves of fome high banks on the Co-. 
loneFs left, from whence they cannonaded 
him from four 24-pounders, which did 
great havock, as they continued firing all 
that day. 

At this time there being three imall de¬ 
tachments out from the garrifbn of Tanjore, 
colledting provifions for a fiore in cafe of a 
fiege, and the Colonel well-knowing, that 
if he did not divert the intention of Tippoo 
Saib, they might in all probability be cut off 
by a diCtachnient of his, which might have 
been eafily efFedled, as his party was fo pow¬ 
erful. The Colonel, therefore, mofe gene- 
roufly determined to abide the confequcncc 
of holding out againft him as long as he 
could, which would give the Tanjore de¬ 
tachments time to return to their garrifon, 
as the event juftified his choice. 

About ten o’clock that night the Colonel 
marched, with intention to take poft in the 
Pagoda of Videauefcoil, where he thought it 
polllble to hold out until the next night, al¬ 
though without provifions, and afterwards 
by a forced march to reach the town of Tri- 
valore, and from thence to go to Nega- 

* patam. 
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patam. Thefe deigns were pradicable, as 
drowning people are apt to catch at every 
twig that might afford them a profpedt of 
fafety; but here his defigns were fruflrated 
by the villainy of his herricar, or guide, who 
led the party out of their way, over rice- 
fields and water-courfes, one of which took 
them four hours to crofs, with their guns 
and tumbrils, &c. 

Tippoo Saib, all this time, had not the 
leaft idea that the Colonel would prefume to 
move, therefore had made no preparation* to 
oppofe him, and it was four o'clock in the 
morning before he knew any thing of their 
being moved off* 

Had it not been for thofe unforcfeen halts, 
they would have certainly reached the afore¬ 
mentioned pagoda early in the morning of 
the 18 th. Tippoo Saib's advanced party ar-* 
rived in fight, and commenced a heavy can¬ 
nonade without doing much execution ; they 
being kept at a refpedlable diflancc by the 
Coloners flanking guards, and the country 
being ehclofed, hindered Tippoo's cavalry 
froni.adting. 


K 
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About eleven o’clock they reached a, large 
choultry (a jftoiie building for travellers to 
reft in) on the fide of a village, where was 
a thick grove of trees; here Tippoo had pre¬ 
pared an ambufeade of about 300 horfe, not 
above 50 yards from the road through which 
they were to pafs ; thefe charged tliem, and 
rode quite through their line, but evidently 
with the greatefl: confufion and fear on their 
part: they attempted to return the fame 
w'ay, but by this time the fepoys had doled 
their ranks, and gave them a warm but an 
irregular fire, lb that very few efcaped who 
made this charge. In cafe this charge had. 
taken the defired effedt, by putting the 
whole party in confufion, they were to have 
been fupported by another large party, who 
were in readinefs to embrace the advantage ^ 
as it is a fad, that Tippoo had,given them 
llrid orders to cut every European to pieces. 

The fepoys, when once they had began 
firing, could not by any means be re¬ 
trained, but continued it while they had a 
cartridge left; and the gun ammunition 
being nearly expended, the fepoys were alia 
in a terrible confufion> being now under no 

fort 



H Y D E R A L L Y. 147 

fort of fubordination, but running about in 
foarch of their wives and children. Tip^ 
poo’s party had by this time completely fur- 
rounded them, and ready to fall on from 
every fide; on which fome of the officers 
reprefenting to the Colonel the impoffibility 
of holding out any longer, determined him 
to ajk quarter^ which was immediately 
granted. 

Side Saib, one of Tippoo’s Generals, ad¬ 
vanced and told the Colonel, that the lives 
of his party fiiould be laved; and whatever 
of their baggage that could be preferved from 
the general plunder, fiiould be refiored to 
them : however, they had but a fmall part 
of it returned. 

As foon as the confufion was a little fub- 
lided, Tippoo Saib ordered all the Englifii 
officers to be brought to him, when, after 
examining them, they were font into the 
village, accompanied by one of his French 
furgeons, to drefs thofe that were wounded. 

The next morning, Tippoo fent them a 
few pieces of fine callico cloth, to make 
them clothes j alfo four pieces of a coarfor 
J’ort, for bandages for their wounds; likc- 

K 2 wife 
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wife thirty pagodas, 12I. fterling, with fur¬ 
ther affurance, that they fhould have what- . 

ever they wanted; by thefe means, they 

% 

were induced to entertain a favourable idea 
of his charafter for the prefent j; but after¬ 
wards they woefully experienced the con¬ 
trary. Such was the fate of this gallant 
little party; many of whom were killed and 
wounded, and the reft taken prifoners. 

After this nothing of conlequerice hap¬ 
pened until the latter end of March, when 
the French had a fqiiadron of ftiips arrived 
from Europe, with a confiderable body of 
land-forces, whpm they landed at Porto 
Nova; and now being free from any appre- 
lienfions of the Engiilh fou them army, whilft 
that of Hyder kept General Coote from 
making any fudden attack on them from the 
northward, they proceeded with the greateft 
fecurity to Cuddalore, which being weak 
and incapable of holding out any time, was, 
on the 4th of April, 1782, furrendered on 
terms of capitulation; immediately ^ter 
this the French lent a ftrong reinforcement 
of Europeans to Hyder*s camp, who, now 
on die 12th, moved to Permacoil and in- 

vefted. 
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veiled it, and that place furrendered on 
terms, on tlie 17th. 

General Coote, from his intelligence, 
had every reafon to believe, that the French 
and Hyder would march immediately to at¬ 
tack Wandewalh ; he therefore marched his 
army towards it with all poffible difpatch, 
in full perfuaflon, that they would have 
met him there, and tried a decilive aclion ; 
but he arrived there without receiving the 
fmalleft oppofition: apprehending, how¬ 
ever, left they might be in doubt about, his 
delire of bringing them to adlion, and con¬ 
vinced that they would not leek him in the 
neighbourhood of Wandewalh, where he 
could have received them to great advan¬ 
tage, whereupon he determined to advance 
towards them. He accordingly made two 

marches in the diredt road to the ground, 

■» 

dB^which he had oblerved them, from the 
hill of Wandewalli, to be encamped; but 
on his approach they fell back, and both 
by his intelligence, and by what they could 
difeover from the heights ^lear his camp, 
they had taken up their ftation on the Red 
Hills near Pondicherry. This was a poli- 

K 3 tion 
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tion in itfelf fo ftrong, and could, by an 
army of fuch magnitude as Hyder*s, fup- 
ported by an European force, fer exceeding 
the numbers in his army, be occupied to 
fo great advantage, that he jpdged it expe¬ 
dient to lay his intelligence and fenti- 
ments before the two next officers in com¬ 
mand, Major General Stuart and Colonel 
Lang, tliat he might have the benefit of 
their opinions on a matter of fuch ixiomen- 
tous importance, and on the iffue of which 
depended the .whole of the Britifli interefts 
in India. 

Upon a reference to the council of war, 
which was held on this occafion, the idea 
the General fuggefted, of drawing the ene¬ 
my from their ftrong hold, by moving in a 
diredlion, which would effedlually check 
Hyder’s fupplies, and alarm him for the 
fafety of his grand magazine at Arnee, tos 
unanimoufly approved. 

In conformity to that plan, the General 
marched on the 30th of May, and on the 
I ft of Juneencjuxiped at the diftance of five 
miles from Arnee. That day he received 
intelligence, that Hyder, on hearing the 

route 
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route he had taken, marched immediately, 
and that the advance of his army had ar¬ 
rived the preceding evening at Deilbor, dif- 
tant from the General about twenty-five 
miles; who was thereby fiitisfied, that the 
effedt he had in view had taken place : 
he immediately ordered a proper place to be 
reconnoitred for polling his baggage, in 
cafe he fhould find it advifi^ble to go and 
meet Hyder, or to receive him on the 
ground he then occupied. 

Early in the morning of the 2d, ,the 
General received intelligence, that Hyder 
and the French were arrived at Chittepctt, 

about eleven miles diftant from him. His 

« 

army being then under orders of march to 
proceed nearer Arnce, which he was en¬ 
couraged to believe might prove an eafy ac- 
quifition ; and which, by the large flock 
of provifions it contained, added to the ex¬ 
treme fitnefs of its fituation, opened to him 
no lefs a profpedl than the total cxpulfion 
of Hyder from the Carnatic. In the Ge¬ 
neral’s then pofition*, with Hyder’s army on 
the one fide, and an objed of fuch magni¬ 
tude on the other, it became a point of de- 

K 4 liberation. 
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liberation^ which was the moft eligible line 
of conduct to be adopted; to perfevere in 
his original intention of threatening Arnee, 
(which Hyder had moft undoubtedly came 
to cover) and thereby bring on an adlion, 
or to advance and engage them; he pre¬ 
ferred the former, as it promifed the moft 
certain iftue upon the mind of Hyder, 
whofe foie view evidently was to fave his 
grand magazine. It was equal to him, 
whether he accompliftied that by diverting 
the -General’s attention from it, or by giving 
him battle. But it is reafonable to imagine, 
that if he fucceeded on the former grounds, 
he would hardly, after having fuffered four 
defeats, put any thing to rifk on the latter. 

The General, therefore, commenced 
his march towards Arnce, contiguous to 
which the advance of his army had arrived, 
and had begun to mark out the ground for 
the encan^pment, when a diftant cannonade 
opened on his rear, and which was the firft 
annunciation he. had of Hyder’s having 
approached fb near hnn in force. His 
coming upon him thus luddenly, proceeded 
from his being able to cover the march of 

his 
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his line of infafitiy, by his large bodies of 
horfe, and which having generally been the 
companions of the Generars movements, 
during the whole of the war, were never 
to be confidered as any pofitivc proof of 
his army being at hand. 

Every difpatch was ufed in making the 
neceflary dilpofitions for repelling the at¬ 
tack, and coming to adlion. The line be¬ 
ing then in a low lituation, with high and 
commanding ground all round, which as 
Hyder had got poffeffion of, the Gdnerars 
manoeuvres were performed under every dif- 
advantage, and expofed to a heavy, though 
diftant cannonade. It was not until near 
mid-day, that he had reduced Ilyder's va¬ 
rious attacks into one fettled point, fo as to 
advance upon them with cffedl, and with 
a profpeft of advantage; but fo foon as 
that was accompliflied, he puQied on, and 
Hyder gave way : he purfued them till the 
evening was far advanced, taking from 
them in their retreat one gun and five tum- 
brilsi and two carts loaded with ammuni¬ 
tion. 


The 
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The General remained at this advanced 
ftation to the laft moment the ftate of his 
provifions would admit of; and when 
obliged to fall back for his fupplies, he 
endeavourdS to do it with all the credit pof- 
hble, by again feeking for Hyder, who, by 
intelligence, had encamped with his army 
contiguous to a road the General might 
march. Hyder retreated before him with 
precipitation, although in poffeffion of 
ground which he could have difputed to 
gdvantiige. The General purfued his 
march the next day, by the fame road on 
which Hyder had retreated, but found that 
he had turned off, and eroded the country 
towards Arnee. 

On the 8 th of June, whilft the General 
was encamped near Trivetore, and when 
he had halted a day to refrefh the troops 
and cattle, his gi-and guard was mod: un¬ 
fortunately drawn into an ambufeade of 
about 6000 of Hyder's chofen horfe, and 
totally cut off before any fupport could be 
afforded, 

- At this time the General received intel¬ 
ligence from Bombay, that a peace was 

concluded 
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concluded between the Englidi and the 
Mahrattas the 1,7th of May laft. 

• Nothing of confequence happened to 
cither army for the four following months. 

The monfbons being now fit in, both 
armies were fettled in their different canton¬ 
ments ; when advice was received of Hy- 
der’s death, who had but juft again taken 
the field, and encamped near Chittoor. 
He died on the 9th of November, 1782, 
occafioned by a cancer on his back, which 
he had been troubled with for fome’years 5 
the French furgeon who had ufed to drefs 
it, attended feveral days after his death at 
his tent, to keep up appearances. His 
body was conveyed away in a covered 
dooley, attended by‘people carrying lighted 
flambeaus, under pretence of its being one 
of the ladies of theferaglio, and difpatched 
to Colar, where he was interred. 

Nothiilg of confequence being now in 
agitation here, I muft take notice of what 
was tranfad:ed on the coaft of Mallabar. 
About this time the Government of Bom¬ 
bay fttted out a ftrong force, under com¬ 
mand of Brigadier-General Mathews, who 

proceeded 
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proceeded to Onore, which place he foon 
reduced. On his hearing of the death of 
Hyder, he proceeded to Cundapore, which 
he allb reduced after a very flight refiflance. 
After which he in veiled and took Mangu- 
lore, the 9th of March, 1783 j on his at¬ 
tempting to ftorm the fort, they hung out 
their flag and furrendered. From thence 
he proceeded towards the Biddenore coun¬ 
try, where having taken the gauts, or for¬ 
tified pafies, he reached the city of Bidde¬ 
nore, '"which place he alfo reduced. 

At this time fbmemifunderflandings hap¬ 
pening between him and the Government 
of Bombay, they fufpended him from the 
command of the army, and appointed Co¬ 
lonel M'Leod, a Brigadier-General, to flic- 
ceed him; which gentleman, with others, 
tvho were proceeding to Biddenore, were 
attacked by the Mahrattas, and taken pri- 
Ibners, but were foon after relcaled ^ the 
particulars of which being foreign to the 
hiilory of Hyder, I fhall forbear to relate. 

Tippoo Saib, on hearing that Biddenore 
was taken, immediately fent the greatefl: 
part of his army through the Chaugama 

Pafs, 
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Pafs, out of tlie Carnatic, and he hiinfeJf 
foon followed, in order to ule Iiis utmoft 
efforts to recover his valuable pofleffions in 
the Biddenore country. 

In a letter of the ift of April, 178'’, 
General Mathews fays, that Tippoo Saib, 
with 1000 French, 12,000 horfe, and as 
many infantiy, with a large train of artil¬ 
lery, were already arrived witliin forty-f ve 
miles of Biddenore, and purpofed pufliing 
on without delay. 

The General having been reinforced by 
fome of his Majefty’s troops, under com¬ 
mand of Captain Fetherflon ; on the 9th 
of April, Tippoo Saib*s army appeared in 
fight of Biddenore; and about four o^cloclc 
in the afternoon furroiinded the town, which 
is very large, and deftitute of fortification. 
The General then ordered the army (about 
2000 men) to retreat under the walls of 
the fort, where they remained until fi>: 
o'clock. The French had already bc;^n 
to conflmd: a battery, which the General 
determined to attack by ftorm immediate¬ 
ly.' JIc had proceeded on this fcr/ice but a 
fliort time, ere he font orders for the io2d 

regiment. 
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regiment, and a battalion of fepoys to march, 
to his relief. Tippoo’s French Command¬ 
ant, feeing fo large a body coming againfe 
him, made a £hew of furrendering, until 
he could collect more force j having ob¬ 
tained this obje£t, and being afked by Capt. 
Fetherfton if he was going to furrender, 
laughed at the idea, and told. Fetherfton, 
that he imagined the Englifti were going 
to furrender. The ftreets and houfes by 
this time were full of Tippoo’s troops, 
who began a heavy fire from all quarters, 
which killed Captain Fetherfton; on which 
Captain Pyne fixcceeded to the command 
of tlie I oad regiment, who was immedi¬ 
ately fliot twice through his leg. The 
fepoys feeing what havock was made among 
them by the grape Ihot, gave way ; where¬ 
by the reft were obliged to retreat to the 
fort. Tippoo the next day opened fcventy 
guns againft them, which was bravely 
anfwered by thofe from the fort. The 
place is quite furrounded by hills, and every 
one commanding it, fo that they lay quite 
expofed; in this fituation, however, they 
held out until the 27th, when Tippoo Sarb' 

offered 
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offered terms ; viz. That the forts of Bid- 
denore or Hydernagur, Anampore, Coli- 
droog, with all the arms and ammunition, 
ftores, and Circar property, fliould be de¬ 
livered to him; that the Englifh fhould go 
to Bombay, by way of Goa, and that he 
would furnifh doolies, and every thing ne- 
ceffary for their conveyance. Thefe terms 
the General thought proper to accept of, as 
being advantageous in his fituation, and ac¬ 
cordingly marched out of Biddenore on the 
zCth of April, to a plain in the neighbour¬ 
hood, where they laid down their arms, and 
were furrounded by Tippoo's army, who 
having lent for the General, field officers, 
and Captains, had them fearched and Grip¬ 
ped of eveiy thing; the other officers. and 
foldiers foon after fhared the fume fate, which 
plainly fhcws how much the word of fuch a 
barbarian is to be depended on. 

The particulars of the fufferings of thofe 
unfortunate gentlemen and poor foldiers, the 
reader will hnd annexed to the end of this 
work. 

Colonel Campbell, a brave and expe¬ 
rienced officer, at this time commanded at 

Mangalore, 
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Mangalore, with a garrifon, confiiling of 
the 42d regiment, fome detachments from 
other regiments, fome Bombay Europeans, 
and artillery men, with four battalions of 
Icpoys, altogether about 3,000 men, and a 
tolerable ftock of provilions. 

Tippoo Saib, after he had taken Bidde- 
nore, and put the garrifon in order, and fet¬ 
tled the country affairs, proceeded imme¬ 
diately to the Mallabar Coaft with his army, 
in order to reduce the garrifons then in pof- 
fellion'of thcEnglifli, fo that by the 19th of 
May he appeared before Mangalore, and 
began his operations by a vigorous fiege. 

The trenches being opened and batteries 
erected, well fuppHed with cannon, and 
manned with French gunners, Tippoo 
thought to have foon made a conqueft of 
the place, but herein he was miftafcen j for 
Colonel Campbell and his brave troops as 
gallantly defended it, and often repulfed 
them in feveral attacks they made on the 
garrifon, till at length the foctifications were 
reduced to a mere heap of ruins ; yet the 
Colonel fupported the defence for feveral 
months, although he was in extreme necaf- 

fitv 
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iity for want of provifions^ and almofl on 
the point of ftarving. 

During this time, Mahomet Ally, the 

firft General in Tippoo*s army, being dif- 

fatisfied, refolved to go over to the Englilh 

with 5,000 of his beft men, with which 

Tippoo, byfome means, became acquainted; 

whofe army being now in a fickly condition, 

having lain the time of the monfoons before 

the place, and being alfo much reduced by 

lofs of thofe killed and wounded, therefore 

$ 

could but ill fpare 5,000 men. He invited 
Mahomet Ally in the evening to walk with 
him in the fields without the camp, at ¬ 
tended but by few; however, at a private 
fignal by Tippoo, one of his attendants 
llabbed Mahomet Ally, that he died on the 
ipot; by this means he hindered the de- 
fcrtion of the 5,000 men, and continued to 
carry on the fiege, which was as obftinately 
defended by Colonel Campbell; where we 
fliall leave them, and take notice of what is 
doing in the Carnatic. 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, who 
had' been to Bengal for the benefit of his 
health,* as well as to fettle his affairs there, 

L previous 
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previous to his going to Europe^ arrived at 
Madras the 25th of April, ^ 7 ^ 3 * ^d died 
there the day followings His lofs is moll 
lincercly regretted by every one that^kncw 
hims 

Gcnj^ Stuarf^ who now Succeeded to 
die command of the forces in the Carnatic, 
had marched with the grand army towards 
CuddalOre, in order to reduce that place, 
which had been taken by the French fbme 
lime iince< 

^he General, bn his arrival within a few 
miles of the place on the 12 th of June, 1783, 
called a council of war; the two officers 
next in command to him. Major General 
Bruce and Colonel Sl^rt, and making them 
acquainted with the flate of afiairs in ge¬ 
neral ; and, obferving above all, the vafl 
works the French were making on the high 
grounds and lines, in c(»nmuniCation with 
the poll commonly called Brickmyre's, thus 
ftretching along the neck by which he was 
to approach the placehe requeiled General 
Bruce and Colood Stuart freely to fpeak 
their minds: he alio called the chief en¬ 
gineer, and the commanding officers .of the 

Bengal 
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* ^ « 

JB^iigal and Cdail artillery as deliberative^ de- 
liring to kriow^ in their different depart¬ 
ments,, if they were in readinefs, lb far as 
regarded materials fdr doling the redoubts 
after they Ihould get polfeffion, and to form 
a firll; parallel^ and as to gunS^ widl a fuffi- 
dent fupply of ftores tor the entdpris^; 
They agreed that evdry thing was in rcadi- 
nefs, and were iinanimoufly of opinion; that 
there was not an hour to be loft in driving 
the French from all their dut-pofts ipto 
Cuddalore; or under the guns. 

He immediately preftnted the plan he 
meant to follow, to effcift that purpofe, 
which wasj in general, mdft exadtly fol¬ 
lowed. Lieutenant Colonel Kelly, in the 
precife moment agreed on, which waS the 
iiext morning df the 13th, with his party^ 
got poffelRon of the pofts of the enemy on 
the Bandipollani Hills, witli their guns; 
and Lieutenant Colonel Cathcart, at the 
head of the grenadiers, fupported by Colonel 
Stuart, commanded the advance picquets on 
the left, conlifting of the remains of the 
73d regiment, and two battalions of fepoys, 
' L 2’ made 
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made a jnovcmcnt to turn the enemy’s right 
dank. 

In advancing, they fuftained fuch a. heavy 
fire, and the ground fo difficult, that, 'with 
great judgment. Colonel Stuart covered his 
people, until he could better reconnoitre, 
and fome further dilpofition could be taken 
to approach the enemy from difJercnt quar¬ 
ters, nearly about the :l^me time. He fent 
the General a report of his fituation, who 
gave orders, in confequence, to the refcrvc 
under Colonel Gordon, to make a move¬ 
ment in advance to their left, and to Major 
General Bruce to march to the right, in the 
diredtion of the redoubt, if the ground would 
admit of it. 

The General had very properly polled 
Lieutenant Colonel Edmondlbn upon the 
land-hills, near the fea, to fupport four brafs 
18-pounders, and prevent t;heir being flanked 
on that fide. 

Upon further information that the redoubt, 
which principally annoyed the grenadiers, 
was to be got at in &e rear, orders were 
given for the grenadiers, the rel^rve, and 
tha right under General Bruce, to 'Clofe 

upon 
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upon the enemy with their mufquetry, leav¬ 
ing their guns under cover; he then de- 
iired the commanding officer of artillery to 
ffre three guns as a fignal, and to continue 
a heavy fire for five minutes on the enemy’s 
redoubt, on the front oppofite to Colonel 
Stuart, and the grenadiers, whilft the re- 
Icrve under Colonel Gordon was moving 
on; upon the fire ceafing, the attack' on 
all fides began. 

The referve advanced in the beff: orjler 
imaginable, under a very heavy fire of muf¬ 
quetry, round and grape; the greatefi: part 
of whom fbon got within the enemy’s en¬ 
trenchments, where they loft a great many 
men. 

Another part of the army were driven 
back, and purfiied for a confidemble time 
by the enemy; however, at that precife 
time, whilft the French were in purfuit, 
the grenadiers under Colonel Cathcart and 
Major Moore, with Colonel Stuart and Cap¬ 
tain Lamont, with the 73d, entered the 
redoubt on the fide where it was not entirely 
doled, aiii not only took pofleflion of it, 
but piffhed forward to a poft called Brick- 
. L 3 myre’s, 
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myre’s, confiderably in advance, and were 
for fome time in poffeffipn of it, with Ae 
guns, but obliged*to quit, upon frefh,troops 
pouring in upon them. 

They, however, kept hold of the firll 
redoubtjj as cornmanding or enfilading every 
thing in front, qr to the right of it, and 
therefore a good point to go from, in their 
approaches ; it was ordered to he clofed by 
the chief engineer as foon as poflible. The 
havock done by the Englifh guns from the 

t * 

heights now appeared plain 5 and haying 
thus iecured, by Lieutenant Colonel Kelly 
and his brigade, the commanding points of 
Bandipollam Hills, and feeing from thence 
the whole bounds of Cuddalpre: and having 
fecured a ppft to approach frpm, pf fuch 
importance as before-mentioned, the Ge¬ 
neral thought it futficient for the ^y, con- 
fidering the numbers of his brave men that 
had fallen. 

The French, in the courfe of the nighty 
abandoned all their remaining out-ppfls, and 
drew off their guns, excepting three, which 
were brought hack by the Englilh into the 

redoubt. 
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iredoubt;, to opei) agaii^ft ^heir former 
maflerSf 

From the beft accouAts, the French loft ■ 
in this affair 42 officers and 600 men, with 
16 guns and eight tumbrils, 

The lofs of the Englifh was 10 officers 
^d 152 Europeans, rank and file, killed ^ 
36 officers and 357 Europeans, rank and 
file, wounded, Sepoys, five officers and 
29 men killed 1 eight officers and 224 men 
wounded, 

The next day, the 14th, theGenenil adn 
yanced with his army near to the fprt of 
Cuddalore. 

The other Englifh army, adiing in the 
Carnatic under Colonel Lang, had made an 
frruption into the Coimbatore countiy, fub- 
^uing the forts of Caroorand Dindegul, when 
the Colonel was recalled to join the grand 
wmy before Cuddalore, and Colpnel Fuller¬ 
ton invefted with the command in his room, 
who with great fpirit and adiyity had pufhed 
on as far as Daramppre, which place fur- 
rendered ^him ^e ift of June; he wa^ 
then wlffim fix days march of Paliagacheri, 
towafds^ayhicl][ place his farther progrcfs, 

4 was 
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was totally barred, by an order from Ge¬ 
neral Stuart to move back to Cuddalore, 
who was foon after ordered to march back 
again to the Coimbatore country, ftrongly 
reinforced. 

General Stuart having now made great 
progrefs in the fiege, on the 25th the French 
made a /ally ; their principal attack was di- 
redled on the right of the Englifli parallel, 
who having a redoubt therfe, with tWo guns, 
galled them very much: neverthelefs, they 
camd on to clofe quarters, when they were 
fqon routed, with the lofs of four officers 
and feveral men killed, their commanding 
officer taken priffiner, with about 150 men. 

The Englifh loft three officers, and about 
20 men killed and wounded. 

Soon after this. General Stuart received the 
news of a peace being concluded in Europe 
the 9 th of February, in confequence of 
which, a ceffation of hoftilities took place,. 
It is imagined that the garrifon would foon 
have been fubdued, had not this news ar-* 
rived. \ 

The French immediately tranfiixlttipd an 
account of the peace to their *^ly, 

Tippoo 
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Tippoo Saib, ou the receipt of which he 
alfb thought lit to ceaie hoAilities, and with¬ 
drew his army from before the fort of Man¬ 
galore. 

Some gentlemen of the Council being now 
fent off from Madras to Tippoo Saib with 
the like news, and empowered to conclude 
a treaty of peace with him, in which th^ 
fucceeded; of which the following is a 
copy; 

T^reafy of Peace with the Nabob Tippoo 
Sultan Bahauder. 

/The Company’s\ Sultan’s v 

V . Seal. ' ^ Sesl. ) 

TREATY of perpetual peace and friend- 
fhip between the Honourable the Englilh 
Eaft-India Company, and the Nabob Tip¬ 
poo Sultan Bahauder, on his own behalf, 
for the countries of Seringapatam, Hyder 
Nagur, &c. and all his other poflcffions, 
fettled by Anthony Sadleir, George Leonard 
Staunton^jjjsfd Joh/Huddlefton, Efq rs. on 
behalf dfAe Honourable Eaft-India Com- 
tiii their poflelSons, and for the 

Carnatic 
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jjpania^c Payen Gaut» virtue pf powers 
4elegated to the Rigi^t Honourable the Pre-f 
^dent and Sel^ .Gommktee of Fort St. 
George, for purpofe, by the Honourable 
fbe Governor General and Council appointed 
.t>y the King and ParUament of Great 6ri-> 
fain, to dhe(ft and cpntroul all political af- 
^rs of the Honourable Bad-India Company 
\n India, and by Ae faid Nabob, agreeably 
to the following articles, which are to be 
ftridtly and invariably obferved, as long as 
the ftin and moon ihall lad, by both parties ^ 
that is to fay, by the Englidi Company, and 
the three governments of Bengal, Madras, 
and Bombay, and the Nabob Tippoo Sul¬ 
tan Bahauder. 


Article I. Peace and friendfliip ihall im¬ 
mediately take place between the laid Com¬ 
pany and die Nabob I'ippoo Sultan Ba¬ 
hauder, and their friends and allies, parti¬ 
cularly including therein the Rajahs of Tan- 
jore and Travencore, who are friends and 
allies to the Englidi, and the Carnatic Payen 


Gaut; alio Tippoo Sulfc^*s friends and al¬ 
lies : the Beby of Cannanore, ana‘«^e Ra¬ 
jahs, or Zemindars, of the 


are 
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are included m this treaty. The Engliih 
will not, dircdtly, or indiredly, affift the 
enemies of the Nabob • Tippoo Sultau Ba^ 
hauder, nor make war uppn his friends or 
allies; and the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
hauderwill not, dire< 9 :ly, or indiredtly, aC- 
hil; fhe enemies, nor make w£u: upon the 
friends or allies of the Engliih. 

Article II. Immediately after Sgnfng and 
iealing the treaty by the NabobTippoo Sultan 
Bahauder, and the three Englifh Commif- 
iioners, the &id Nabob fhall lend orders 
for the complete evacuation of the Carnatic, 
and the reAoration of all the forts and place$ 
in it, now pofleifcd by his troops j , the fortss 
pf Amboorgur and Satgur excepted: and 
fuch evacuation and refloration fhall a^hially 
and effedhially be made in thefpace pf thirty 
days, from the day of ligning the treaty. 
And the ^d Nabob fhall alfo, immediately 
after ligning thp treaty, fend orders fpr the 
releafc of all the perfons who were taken 
and made prilpners in the late war, and 
now alivcy wher/ier Eurppean or native j 
and foJ'their l^mg iafely conduced to and 
d etiterg d. -%Mr^ch Engliih fort, or fettle- 

ment. 
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ment, as (ball be neareft to the places where 
they now are, fo that the faid releafc and 
delivery of the prifoners fliall actually and 
eficdtually be made in thirty days from the 
day of figning the treaty. The Nabob 
will caufe them to be fupplied with provi- 
fions and conveyances for the journey, the 
cxpence of which fliall be made good to 
him by the Company. The Commiflioners 
will fend an officer, or officers, to accom¬ 
pany the prifoners to the different places 
where they are to be delivered; in particu¬ 
lar, Abdul Wahab Cawn, taken at Chitoor, 
and his family, fliall be immediately re¬ 
leafed ; and, if willing to return to the Car¬ 
natic, fliall be allowed to do fb. If any 
perfon, or perfons, belonging to the faid 
Nabob, and taken by the Company in the 
late war, be now alive, and in prifon in 
Bencoolen, or other territories of the Com¬ 


pany, fuch perfon, or perfons, fliall be im¬ 
mediately releafed; and, if willing to re¬ 


turn, fliall be fent without delay to the 
nearefl fort, or fettlementj; in th*^ Myfore 
country, Bafwafca, late A^iuldar oF^^ali- 
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cacheriy, fliaJI be relcafed, and at liberty 
to depart. 

Article III. Immediately after figning 
and fealing the treaty, the Englifli Commif- 
(ioners fhall give written orders for the de¬ 
livery of Onore, Carwar, and Sadadieva- 
gada, and forts or places adjoining thereto, 
and fend a fhip, or fhips, to bring away the 
garrifons. The Nabob Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
hauder, will caufe the troops in thofe places to 
be fuppliedwithprovifions, and any other ne- 
ceflaiy afliftance for their voyage to Bom¬ 
bay, (they paying for the fame) the Com- 
mMioners will likewife give at the fame 
time, written orders for the immediate de- 
livery of the forts and diftrids of Caroor, 
Auracourchy, and Daraparam ; and imme¬ 
diately after the releafe and delivery of the 
prifbners as before mentioned, the fort and 
diflrid of Dindigal fliall be evacuated and 
reftored to the Nabob Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
hauder, and none of the troops of the 
Company fhall afterwards remain in the 
country of the Nyibob Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
hauder.^ 


Article 
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Article IV. As foon as all the prifoners 
arc releafed and delivered, the fort- and dif- 
triSt of Cannanbre .ihall be evacuated^ and 
teftor^ to Ali Rajah Biby^ the Queen of 
tiiat countryi in the prefence of any one 
perfqn> without troops, whom the Nabob 
TippoO Sultan Bahauder may appoint for 
that purpoie j and at the fame tune that 
the orders are given for the evacuation and 
delivery of the forts of Gannanore and Din- 
digalj the faid Nabob fhall give written 
orders* for the evacuatibh and delivery of 
Amboorgiir and Satgur to the Englifh; 
and in the mean time^ none of the trOops 
of the laid Nabob fhali be left in any part 
of the Carnatic, except in the two forts 
abovementioned. 

Article V. After the conclufion of this 
treaty^ the Nabob I'ippoo Sultan Bahauder 
will make no claim whatever, in future, on 
the Carnatic; 

Article VI. All perfonS whatfbevepj who 
have been taken and carried away from the 
Carnatic Payeii Gaut, v^(which includes 
Tan jore) by the late Nat^b Hyckr^AHy 
Oawn Bahauder, who is in 

the 





H Y D E R ALLY. 175 

f ' 

the Nabob Tippod Sultm B*ahauder» 6 t 
othcrvvife beldnging to the Carnatic, and 
now in the Nabob Tippbo Sultan Bauhau- 
dcr’s dominions# and willing to return# 
fliall be immediately allowed to. return witli 
their families and children# dr as loon as 
may be convenient to themfelves | and all 
perlbns belonging to Veneatgcherry Rajah, 
who were taken prifoners in returning from 
the fort of Vellore, to which place they 
had been fent with provilions, iliall alio be 
releafed, and permitted immediately to re¬ 
turn; Lifts of the principal perfons be¬ 
longing to the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn 
Bahauder, and to the Rajah of Veneagat- 
cherry, lhall be delivered to the Nabob 
Tippoo Sultan’s Minifters j and the Nabob 
will caufe the contents of this article to be 
publicly notified throughout his countiy. 

Article VIL This being the happy pe¬ 
riod of general peace and reconciliation, the 
'Nabob Tippoo Sultan Bahauder, as a tefti- 
mony and a proof of his friendftiip to the 
Englilh, a|;rees, that the Rajahs, or Ze- 

mindarsr'on thi^oaft, who have favoured 

be 
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the Englifli in the late war, lhall not be 
molefted on that account. 

Article VIII. Xhe Nabob Tippoo Sal¬ 
tan Bahauder, hereby renews and confii*ms 
all the commercial privileges and immu¬ 
nities given to the Englifli by the late Na¬ 
bob Hyder Ally Cawn Bahauder, who is in 
heaven, and particularly flipulated and fpe- 
cified in the treaty between the Company 
and the laid Nabob, concluded the 8th of 
Augull, 1770. 

Article IX. The Nabob Tippoo Sultan 
Bahauder, fliall reftorc rbe tadory and pri¬ 
vileges poflefled by the Lnglifli at Callicut, 
until the year 1779, (or 1193 Hegira) and 
fliall reftore Mount Diily, and its diftrid, 
belonging to the /ctLlcnient of Tellichery, 
and poflefled by the Er:glifli, till taken by 
Sedar Cawn, at tlie couunencement of tlic 
late war. 


Article X. This treaty fliall be figned 
and lealed by the Englifli Coinmiflioners, 
and a copy of it lhall afterwards be figned 
and lealed by the Prefident and Seled: Com¬ 
mittee of Fort St. Geor^ and ^k-eturned 
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to the Nabob Ti]>poo Sultan Bahaiider, in 
one month, or Iboner, if poflible; and the 
lame /liall be acknowledged under the h^ids 
and feals of the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, and the Governor and 
Seled: Committee of Bombay, as binding 
upon all the Governments in India; and 
copies of the treaty, lo acknowledged, 
Ihall be lent to the fiid Nobob, in three 
months, or iboner, if poillblc. In tefti- 
rnony wiier cof, the fiid contradbing parties 
have figncd, fealed, and interchangeably 
delivered two inftruments of the fame tenor 
and date; to wit, the faid three Commif- 
noners on behalf of the Honorable Englifli 
Eiifi.- India Comj.-iiny, and the Carnatic 
I'eycii G-aut, and the faid Nabob Tippoo 
Sultan Bahauder on liis behalf, and the do¬ 
minions of Seringapatam and Hyder Nagur, 
6 ic. Thus executed at Mangulore, (other- 
wife called Codial Bunder) this 1 ith day of 
March, and year 17S4, of the Cliriftian 
ana, and i6th day of the Moon Rahillalany, 
in the year of .the Il^ijgira 1198. 


M 
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(Signed) 

Tipoo Sultan's Anth. Sadher, (L. S.) 
Signature. G^L. Staunton, (L. S.) 

J. Huddleston, (L. S.) 
(A true Copy,) 

W. C. Jackfon, Secretary to the Embally. 


WJKR^ITIFE 
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NARRATIVE of'tbe Treatment of tbe 

• 

Prifoners taken with Brigadier-General 
Richard Mathews, by tbe Nabob 
Tippoo Sultan Bahauder, April 
28,1783, 

T H E liege of Beddanorc having lalled 
feventeen days, a celFation of arms 
took place on the 24th of April 1783* and 
on the 26th the General called a council of 
war, who, after deliberating on the lituation 
of affairs, canae to a relblution of capitulat¬ 
ing, on condition that the giirrifon Ihould 
be allowed to march out of the fort with 
the honors of war, and pile their arms on 
the glacis; that all public llores Ihould be 
delivered up ; that the Nabob diould fur- 
nilh the troops with a plentiful buzzar, 
and proper conveyances for the lick; that, 
after being joined by the garrilbns of Cooli- 
droog and 4 na»Rfiorc, they fliould be at li¬ 
berty U) marc:- ^jnmolefted, with their pri- 
A\\cC propc-t v, to Sedalhaghurr, from thence 

M2 to 
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to embark for Bombay; that a guard of 
100 fcpoys fhould be granted Brigadier*.- 
General R. Mathqws, with 36 rounds of 
ammunition; and that the Nabob, for the** 
performance of the treaty on his part, 
fhould deliver two hoftages. 

The capitulation being figned, and the 
hoftages received, the garrifon marched out 
of the fdrt with the honors of war, on 
the evening of the 28th of April, and, after 
piling their arms on the glacis, w^ere imme¬ 
diately efcorted by a ftrong body of the 
enemy to a tank, about half a mile beyond 
the Onore gate, where the General was told 
he muft encamp that night; to which he 
reludahtly confented, it being his intention 
to have marched two or three miles further. 
When the whole came up, the enemy fur- 
rounded us, and pofted ccntinels on every 
fide, beyond whom no perfon w^as permit¬ 
ted to pafs. The General, calling for his 
body guard, w'as informed, that the enemy 
had forcibly taken away their arms and am¬ 
munition from them, and had likewife de¬ 
prived many of the ofScers of their fide 
arms. Early the next morning, whil^, the 
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tiroops were preparing to march, the Gene- 
received a melTage from the NaboTj, de¬ 
firing to fee him. Captains Eames and 
Lendrum, and Mr. Stewart the Commif- 
fiary; he accordingly waited on the Nabob, 
accompanied by thofe gentlemen, ind took 
feveral of the officers fervants along with 
him, in hopes of recovering thofc articles, 
of wliich they had been plundered by the 
enemy the preceding day; foon after their 
departure, a good bazzar arrived in camp, 
together with people to carry away the 
doolies, out of which they threw the fick 
and wounded in the moft inhuman manner, 
feizing thofe who had lately fuffered ampu¬ 
tation by the flumps, and left them in that 
horrid and dreadful fituation on the ground, 
expofed to the fun; on being afked the 
caufe of fuch inhuman treatment, the 
barbarians replied, they had received ofdeis 
to make the doolies two feet longer. 

The troops had waited with the greatefl 
impatience for the Generars return, till five 
o'clock in the evening, when intelligence 
was received, that Brigadier-General Ma- 
/diews, with the other gentlemen, were im- 

M 3 mediately 
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mediately upon their arrival at the Durbar, 
without being admitted into the Nabob’s 
^refence, made dole prifoners. At ten 
o’clock at night we were alarmed by the 
arrival of an additional force of the enemy, 
when the guards turned out, and polled 
double centinels all round us 5 their defigns 
we plainly difcovered, though they endea¬ 
voured to lull our fufpicions with the pre¬ 
text, that thofe guards which had been firft 
polled over us, were a part of Mahomed 
Ally’s troops, who were going to be re¬ 
lieved, in order to be fent to Mangulore. 
The next morning we difcovered the ene¬ 
my had Ipies in every part of our camp, 
and emidiiries employed to entice our troops 
to enter into the Nabob's lervice. A mef- 
lage was received from tlie Nabob to know 
what number of tents were wanted, at the 
lame time informing us, we were to re¬ 
main there fome days. The tents we re- 
fuled, but a letter ligned by all the officers 
was written to the Nabob, requiring him 
immediately to fulfill the terms of capitula¬ 
tion j which letter was lent him by Ma¬ 
jor Fewtrill of the Bombay ellablilhment^ 

(who 
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(who was ordered into Beddanore with 
Captain Alfton, Commanding Officer of 
his Majefty’s troops, and Lieutenant Young, 
Major of Brigade to the Bombay troops) 
.but no anfwer was received to this letter* 
Early the next mornings the ill of May, a 
report prevailed, that the troops were to be 
plundered of their property j which wc 
loon found to be too true, for at ten o clock 
the buzzar was taken away, the guards 
ordered under arms, and all the European 
officers lent for immediately to the fppt of 
ground from whence the buzzar had been 
taken, where we were one by one plunder¬ 
ed by the enemy, in the moll fcandalous 
manner, of our borfes, palenqueens, money, 
plate, valuables, &c. and, in Hiort, of every 
article, except our bedding and cloaths, 
fearching us moll minutely in every part, 
without the leall regard to decencyi The 
European foldiers, black officers, and le- 
poys, with their wives and children, as 
alfo the camp followers, were fearched and 
plundered in the liiine indecent and infa¬ 
mous manner ; and at four o’clock in the 
aftcLnoon were marched under a llrong 

M 4 guard 
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guard to Bcddanore, the fick and wounded 
being left to perifh on the ground. Shortly 
after, the Europejyi officers, with their ier- 
vants, were conduced to Beddanore, where 
we were clofely confined in the barracks for¬ 
merly occupied by a battalion of our own 
fepoys; and, from the time the villains 
began to plunder us, we had nothing to eat 
of any kind till twelve o’clock the next day, 
at which time they brought and delivered to 
each perfon, one pice and a feer of the 
coarfefi: rice, which they informed ns was 
to be the daily allowance of officers and ler- 
vants indiferiminately. On the 5th of the 
fame month, all qur fervants, except one to 
each officer, were taken away. On the 6th 
the fubaltern officers belonging to Annanta- 
pore, were brought prilbners to the bar¬ 
racks, who informed us of their having feen 
the officers of Coolidroog, and the garrifons 
of that place and Annan tapore, in irons, and 
alfo that all the fine young lads of the 3d 
and 15th battalions of fepoys, were, by 
orders of the Nabob, forcibly taken away, 
in order to be made flaves of, and put into 
his Cheelah battalions. 


On 
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On th 7th arrived Lieutenant Muirfon, of 
the 100th regiment, and Lieutenants Mac 
Kenzie and Barnwell, of the Bombay cfla- 
blilhment; the two former taken at Cun- 
dapore, the latter at the commencement of 
the liege, with Captain Gotlicli, of the 
Bombay eftablilhment ; thefc gentlemen in¬ 
formed us they had been in irons for Ibme 
days. This day we wrote a letter (ligned by 
all the officers prefent) to Lieut. Colonel De 
Coffigne, commanding officer of the French 
troops, reprefenting to him, in afpiritcdifian- 
ner,theNabob*s baleviolation of the conditions 
on which Beddunore furrendered, as alfo his 
lliameful cruel condud: towards the troops in 
general; requefting (in the name of his Bri¬ 
tannic Majefty and the Eaft-India Company) 
that he would ufe his utmoh endeavours with 
the Nabob, to perfuade him to adhere to the 
terms of capitulation, or (if he failed In that 
point) that he would at Icaft obtain a miti¬ 
gation of our hard-he-arted ufige ; \vc con¬ 
trived to fend this letter by a Frencli otlicer, 
who had been taken priibner by us during 
the liege, and had come to the barracks 
with-a furgeon of that nation, to return the 
^ civilities 
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civilities he had received from fome of our 
officers^ during liis confinement; we flat¬ 
tered ourfelvcs with great hopes of redrefs 
from this letter, particularly as the French 
officer affured us, that Lieutenant Colonel 
De Cofilgne was very well inclined to exert 
himfelf in our caufc> and gave us his word 
of honor that he would immediately wait on 
the Colonel and deliver him our letter ; but 
to our utter aftoiiifliment and mortification, 
we never received an anfwer ffom Lieutenant 
Colonel De Colligne, nor did any other of 
the French officers come near us during our 
flay in the barracks, or offer uS the finallefl 
relief in our dilfrelfed lituation. The cha¬ 
grin we felt on this occafion, helped not a 
little to increafe the iudifpofition of many of 
the officers, who were daily falling fick of 
fevers and fluxes, which we only could at¬ 
tribute to our wretched food> and the putrid 
flench arifing from the neceflary. The 
French furgeons would afford us no af- 
liflancej our own furgeons had it not in 
their power, having been plundered of their 
inflruments and medicines at the time of 
the general fearch. The lame day Dr. Car¬ 
michael, 
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michael, of the Bombay eflablifliment, was 
(ent for by the Nabob to vifit Brigadier 
Gejieral Mathews, whom he found much 
indifjx)fed, and by whom he was informed, 
that the Nabob was ctndeavouring to inti¬ 
midate him into a futrender of all the forts 
in the low country, by threatning to blow 
him away from a gun, in cafe of his non- 
compliance. In the evening the Nabob was 
fo generous as to fend us a prefent of thirty- 
five fmall fowls, and a few fait fifli, to be 
divided among upwards of eighty officers. 
On the 8 th, in the morning, the Captains 
belonging to the garrilbns of Coolidroog and 
Annantpore, together with Captain Gotlich, 
who was taken prifoner at the coinmence- 
ment of the ficge, were brought under a 
ftrong guard to the barracks, and were 
Ihortly after removed (with the reft of the 
Captains, Mr. Gifford, furgeon's mate of 
the looth regiment, Lieutenants Barnwell 
and Olivier, of the Bombay eftablifhment, ^ 
and Mr. Chick, Deputy Commiffaiy) to a 
feparate place of confinement. 

On tfie 9th we were ordered to prepare to 
march, and were informed we ihould not be 

allowed 
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allowed coolies to Carry our baggage ; wc, 
therefore, packed up as much linnen as-wef 
could well carry t)urfelve6, and giving our 
bedding to our fervants, we all went into the 
ftreet, (except Captain Pync and Enfign Je- 
nour, of the lo 2d regiment, with Captain 
Facey, Lieutenants Williamfon, Lea and 
Baird, of the Bombay eftablifhments, who 
were in a tob defperate fituation from their 
w^ounds to be removed) where we were firft 
llripped of our coats, and then chained two 
and two by the hands •, after which, we 
were a fecond time fearched and plundered : 
we W’ere then fecured in another houle till 
about three o’clock in the afternoon, when 
we were led through crouds of people in this 
ignominious manner (more like criminals 
going to the place of execution, than Britirti 
officers made prifoners, contrary to the rules 
of war) to the enemy’s camp, a fliort diftance* 
beyond the Dclly Gate, where we heard we 
were to be confined in a ftrong fort, called 
Chettledroog. The enemy, at the time we 
were leaving the barracks, gave us an in- 
fiance of the treatment we might in future 
cxpcift to receive, on. their behaviour tc 

Lieut. 
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Lieut. Alexander McDonald, of the Bombay 
cftablifliment, who was fb exceedingly ill 
that he could fcarcely ft^nd: he therefore 
requefted permiflion to remain behind with 
the wounded officers, which they obftinately 
refufed, beating and dragging him out by 
the heels ; but, to the honor of the French, 
we were informed, their treatment of Lieu¬ 
tenant Lambert, of the Bombay eftablifh- 
ment, whom they had taken dangeroufly 
wounded at the commencement of the fiege, 
was full of tendernefs and humanity fcf pe¬ 
culiar to that nation. 

On the I oth in the morning, ■ as we were 
moving off the ground, each officer received 
three pice for that day's fubhftence; wc 
marched about fifteen miles, and found the 
apprehenfions of yefterday fully jufiified by 
this day's ufage on the road ^ leveral of the 
officers who were ill, and much fatigued by 
the intenfe heat of the fun and the want of 
water, attempting to reft themfclves under 
a tree, were beat in a moft unmerciful man¬ 
ner by the enemy, with fwords and fticks, 
while others were driven on with the buts of 
the firelocks, ipit upon, and abufed in the 

groffeft 
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grofleft manner; .whenever we approached 
a town or village, four or five were advanced 
in front with horns and tom-toms,- that the 
inhabitants mighty by their difcordantmulic, 
be alJembled together to gaze at us as we 
poffed through. We proceeded on in this 
miierable condition, each day bringing on a 
renewal of our fuflerings, till our arrival at 
Simoga, (a fort fituated on the banks of a 
river, lixty miles eaflward of Beddanore) our 
allowance having been increafed to one fanam 
cadi per day, and coolies furnilhed to cany 
our bedding and deaths, whenever the com¬ 
manding officer of the efcort thought proper 
to procure them, As we were to halt here 
one day, we fondly expedled fome little in- 
dulgencies, efpecially for thofe gentlemen 
who were ill; but our inhuman enemy, as 
if delighted with every frefh opportunity of 
augmenting our affli< 5 tions, when entreated 
to ^ord fome affiftance to Lieutenant Fire¬ 
worker Weft, of the Bombay cftablifhment, 
and Serjeant Dobbins, of the load regi¬ 
ment, who had been ftruck with the fufi, 
owing to our long and fevere iiiarches,»;»ab- 
iblutcly refiifed it, faying, they were only 

drunk. 
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4runk^ and ieenied to exult in their miiciy^ 
although the one was quite fpeechlefs, and 
the other raving mad j nor were they latiA 
fied with this, but ^ven extended their brutiih 
infults to the lifelefs body of Lieut, Waugh, 
pf the Bombay eftablifliment, whofe death 
was evidently haftened by the injuries he had 
recifeived upon the road. On the a 4th, we 
had the misfortune to loie Lieut. Clements, 
of the Bombay eftablifliment, who, on his 
departure froni Beddanore, was in perfed: 
health, but on the laft day’s march recJtived 
^ levere ftroke of the fun, of which he died 
chained to Enlign Gilkie, of the lame efta¬ 
blifliment, who remained in that difagree- 
able lituation leveral hours. In the evening 
Lieut. Sutton, of the Bombay eftablifliment, 
was feized with the cramp, and fpafms in 
his ftomach, and, by his violent contor¬ 
tions, gave great pains to Lieut. Reddie, 
who was hand-cuffed to him, and in great 
danger of having his arm broke, and who, 
for unrivetting the iron, though he had 
permiflioh from one of the efcort fo to do, 
was immediately taken to a tree, and threat- 
ned to be hanged, for which purpofe ropes 

were 
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were prepared, and the Jemidar informed 
us he had received orders from the Nabob 
to hang every perfcn who fhould even at¬ 
tempt to free himfelf from his fetters; but, 
on a fubmiffive reprefentation of the bu- 
finefs, Lieut. Reddie was fo far indulged,' 
as to efcape only with a few laihes; we 
again made application for afliftance to Lieu¬ 
tenant Sutton, to which we received the fol¬ 
lowing fanguinary reply, mingled with a 
large fliarc of Eaftern abufe: ** Let him die, 
and ^hen he is dead, we*ll drag him out of 
the camp by his heelshowever, by the 
merciful hands of Providence, he recovered 
in a few hours. About ten o’clock at night, 
came on a moft violent thunder ftorm, which 
Lifted fome hours, and having no kind of 
ilielter from the rain, we all fuffered exceed- 
ingiy, particularly the lick, whofe diforders 
were much increaled by it; fome of the 
gentlemen who were troubled with fevere 
fluxes and agues, being much affeefted by 
the rain and raw cold wind, went to fome 
fires made by the guard after the ftorm had 
ceafed, ih order to warm themfelves, but 
were given foon to underftand, that it was 

too 
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too great an indulgence for Britifli officers to 
enjoy, being inftantly drove away from the 
fires by the enemy witlf the buts of their 
firelocks. We left this place on*the morn¬ 
ing of the 15th, and, after a fliort march, 
arrived at Holly Onvor, (a fort lituated on 
the eaft bank of a rapid river) and for the 
firfi: time fince we began our march brought 

O o 

under cover. As Enfign Cadogan, of the 
Bombay eftablifliment, was exceedingly ill, 
and coming into the fort, endeavouring to 
fhift his pofture in the quilt in which he was 
carried, he received a blow on the head from 
one of the coolies, and died a lliort time af¬ 
terwards, when he w^as ftripped of every 
article, and in that naked condition thrown 
into a hole by the fide of the river, without 
fuffering us to pay our lafi: duty to the corple. 
As we approached the deflined place of con¬ 
finement, our efcort began to relax a little 
in their feverity, and (fupplying bullocks to 
/ome of the fick to ride on, for the ufe of 
which we gave part of the few deaths w'c 
had with us) by flow marches we arrived, 
on the 2ifi: of May, 1783, at Chettledroog, 
a ftrong and almofi: impenetrable fortrefs, 

N irregularly 



194 THE LIFE OF 

irregularly built, on the end of a ridge of 
hills,, rifing in a flat country, 128 miles 
eailward of Beddanore. Here we were led 
in triumph to a ftreet leading to the Durbar, 
where we were detained, furrounded by 
crouds of people, till four o’clock in the 
afternoon, at which hour all the fervants 
(except one to every five officers) were taken 
away; they then feparated us into two par¬ 
ties, and marched us up through ten very 
ftrong gateways to the top of one of the 
highefl: hills, and there clofely confined us 
in two feparate houfes ; and, after having 
a third time fcarched and plundered us, our 
hand-cuffs were knocked ofli and irons put 
on our legs. Late in the evening (having 
had nothing to eat the whole day) they 
brought us rice, with wood and water to 
drefs it, and next morning we were or¬ 
dered to deliver up all our knives and papers, 
but were permitted to keep a few books,, 
which fome of the officers had brought with 
them ; they then furnifhed us with an hand- 
mill for the purpofe of grinding rice, which 
afterwards became our chief employment: 
about ten o’clock a Brahmin came up, and 

delivered 
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delivered to each perfon one leer of the 
coarfell rice and two pice, with wood fuffi- 
cient to cook our victuals, which he told 
us was to be our daily allowance: our ier-^ 
vants were only allowed each one pice per 
day 3 we were alfo furnilhed with a buzzar, 
pretty well fupplied with every article, ex¬ 
cept butchers meat. We were, at this 
time, confined entirely to the houfc, but 
informed that a neceflary was building in 
the outer yard, to which, when finiil^d, 
we fhoiild be permitted to go. On the 29tli 
the neceflary being compleated, two gentle¬ 
men at a time were permitted to go to it. 
On the 4th of June we fent our compli¬ 
ments to Dowlat Bhauee, the Jeminidar 
of the province, acquainting him it v/as our 
King's birth-day, and, on that account, re¬ 
queuing we might be allowed fomc meat 5 
in coniequence of this application, out of 
his great generofity, he ordered a final I lean 
Iheep^ to be fent up, for which we paid a 
mofl: exorbitant price, and which was of 
but little lervice to us, who were forty in 
number. On the 8 th, the wood which had 
been daily ferved out to us, tvas flopped, 

N nor 
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nor would the enemy fupply us with more 
till we confcnted to pay for it, which addi¬ 
tional expence deprived us of half our paltry 
daily allowance. On application being made 
for medicines for the fick, we were in¬ 
formed that the ftrifeft orders had been ii- 
fiicd out not to fupply us with any, that 
wc had not come there to live, and that the 
Nabob would be happy to hear we were all 
dead. Thole gentlemen who were ill, ap¬ 
peared, from this circumftance, to defpond 
exceedingly, feeing no profpedl of recovery 
except what nature might work: thus un¬ 
happily fituated, we ufed every means to 
procure fome medicines, but all in vain, for 
the fen tries to whom we applied, told us, 
they would willingly bring us fome, pro¬ 
vided they could do it with fafety, but that 
were they difeovered, they would forfeit 
their ears and nofes. On the 13 th, three 
women, who were confined with us, were 
decoyed out by a report of fome fine fait filh 
being in the buzzar; on their going out, 
the doors of our prifon were immediately 
Ihut, and foon after we were alarm^ with 
horrid flirieks and cries of murder, and could 

V'lainlv 
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plainly hear thv women call upon us for 
afliflance, but as it was totally out of our 
power to afford tiiem any, we could only 
deplore their fituation in anxious fiilpcnce, 
not knowing what might be their fate; 
however, an hour had not clapfed before our 
apprehenfions were agreeably relieved by their 
fafe return, when they informed us, they 
had been very roughly handled and narrowly 
fearclied, and that a few pagodas wliich they 
had contrived to conceal, taken from them. 
On the 1 5th, we were deprived of the buz- 
zar, nothing being brought for file but four 
milk, fait chellies, tamarinds, an.d tobacco. 
About midnight, Serjeant Dobbeiis, of the 
io2d regiment, who had been ill of a fever 
fome days, departed this life; and, when 
the doors of the prifon were opened in the 
morning, we made the ^Wurdy Wollah 
acquainted with the circumftancc, and re¬ 
quelled tlic cor})fc m'ght be immediately 
taken away, and decently interred, for we 
feared the putrid llench that arole from it 
might occahon fome infectious diftemper; 
but, inftcad of complying witli our rcquclt, 

N 3 he 

* The man who counted us twice a day. 
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he told us we muft dig a grave in the prilbn, 
and bury him there; we then reprefented to 
him the cfFenfiv^ inconvenicncy of fuch a 
meafure, as likewife the impoffibility of 
doing it, having no tools for the purpofe: 
to which he replied, ** dig it with your 
nailshowever, after many humble in- 
treatics, we at laft gained our point, and the 
funeral fervice having been read, the corpfe 
was tied up in a mat, and carried out of the 
prifon by our own fervants, after which the 
enemy tied a rope about the neck and took 
it away. On the 20th, they deprived us of 
our four milk, fo that we had nothing then 
to fubfift on but rice alone, without any 
other vehicle than w-ater to carry it down. 
Uncertain how this diet might agree with 
us, and feveral of the officers being lick and 
deftj^ute of medicine, our lituation . became 
wretched, and our prolped: dreadful, from 
a belief that the worft was yet to come; and 
their taking away a few onions (which one 
of the gentlemen had referved from the time 
of our being deprived of the buzzars) juft as 
they were going to be boiled, fcrved to con¬ 
firm our fufpicions. Our neceflary began, 

at 
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at this time, tc be very oiFeiifive, for thole 
gentlemen who were ill were unable to go 
to the outfide one, nor j\’ere any of us fuf- 
fered to go to it from fun-fet to fun-rife; 
for, during that time, the doors were fall 
locked. Our cook-room, as well as the 
necclTary, was in the prifon, we therefore 
laboured under another dilagreeable incon¬ 
venience, from being in a continual Imoke 
the greatell part of the day, while immenlc 
fwarms of rats, bugs, fleas, and other kindP 
of vermin, conllantly dillurbed our nightly 
reft. The daily infults we received from our 
cruel, tyrannical enemy, joined to the reft 
of our treatment, when compared with our 
former lituations in life, at times deprefled 
our Ipirits, and hurt our feelings lb much, 
that words cannot do juftice to our fufler- 
ings; but, on refledion, recolleding we 
were Britons, and how lhameful it was to 
yield to gloomy defpair, we refumed our 
ufual gaiety of mind, determined, by the 
help of Providence, to furmount every diffi¬ 
culty, in hopes of future revenge. On the 
29th died Lieut. William Paterfbn, of the 
I oad regimeiit; when the enemy came in 

N 4 before 
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before his body was cold, and, viilture-likc, 
feized ,upon the few remaining things be¬ 
longing to him, threatning to punifli with 
rigour thofe gentlemen who ihould attempt 
to conceal any part of them ; after permit¬ 
ting us to read the funeral fervice, the corpfe 
was removed. 

We now became exceedingly anxious to 
learn the iituation of affairs, and punctually 
liftened every night to the converfation of 
the guard, from whom we hoped to gather 
fome’intelligence, and were not difappointed, 
for we were frequently gratified with the 
moft flattering and plauiible accounts of our 
fuccefs againft the Nabob, which accounts 
were fometimes confirmed, and at other 
times contradicted, by the fen tries, with 
whom we had frequent opportunities of con- 
verfing; we queftioned them concerning 
our Europeans and fepoys who were confined 
in the fort, and they told us, that the 
former were treated in the fame manner as 
ourfelves, but that the latter, with our fer- 
vants, were only allowed one leer of rauggy 
(which is the worlt grain in the country), 
and one pice each, per day; that they were 

employed. 
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employed, during the day, to work as coo¬ 
lies, carrying ftones, mud, and diuiiam', 
for eredtingand repairing the enemy’s works; 
and, that in the evening, after they had fur- 
nidied their labour, tiiey were confined in 
prifon with irons upon their legs, and their 
hands tied behind them; they further in¬ 
formed us, that our lepoys had been fre¬ 
quently afked to enter into the enemy’s fer- 
vice, and threatned to be hanged in calc 
they refufed to do fo, being told, at the 
fame time, that all the European olHcers 
had taken fervice, but that our fepoys dif- 
regarded their threats, and told them, with 
a firm refolntion, that not a man of them 
w^ould enter their fervice, that they would 
fooner die w'orking as coolies, and that they 
well knew none of the European officers 
had taken, or would take fervice; this 
pleafing news of the fortitude and fidelity 
of our brave fepoys, who were labouring 
under fuch cjuel hardfiiips, gave us the 
utmoft fatisfadion, and confiderably light¬ 
ened the burden of our own fiifferings. 

On the 3d of July, Dodor Carmichael of 
the Bombay cftablifliment, had his irons 

taken 
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taken off, and was condudled below to vifit 
Dowla^^ Bhauce, who had been taken fud- 
denly ill. The Docflor returned in the 
evening, and informed us, that after having 
preicribed for the Jemmidah, he gave him 
a mofl excellent dinner, and made him an 
offer of remaining below, which he de¬ 
clined ; Dowlat Bhauee allb promiied the 
Dodtor, that he fhould not again be put in 
irons, which was invariably adhered to. 
On the 11 th of this month died Lieutenant 
AucBcnlick, of the Bombay eftablifliment, 
who had long been ill of a flux; and 
though frequent applications were made for 
his irons to be taken off, our hard-hearted 
enemy w'ould not confent to it ; but about 
an hour before his death, they brought up 
a blackfmith, and though ilrongly fblicited 
not to diflurh him in his laft moments, 
they pofitively infifted on knocking pff his 
irons, which they effcdled with great pain 
to the poor dying man. On the yth of 
Augufl:, having been told by the fentries, 
that a Mahratta army, with a detachment of 
Englifh troops, were approaching to Chet- 
tledroog, our Ipirits were much elated, 

as 
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as we could not avoid giving ibme credit to 
the report, from the circuinilanc® of the 
principal men belonging to the government 
coming up, and enquiring whether an)^ of 
us un4erfl:ood the nature of mortars, or to 
cut fuzees, of which we all difclaimed 
having any knowledge; they then called 
out live odicers, to whom they offered con- 
liderable commands in the Nabob’s lervicc, 
as allb to the reft of us, provided we would 
enter, but their offers, were of courfe, re- 
jedted with difdaim On the 27th om daily 
allowance was augmented to three pice 
each, and we were informed, that a cefta- 
tion of arms had taken place between the 
Eaft-India Company and Tippoo Sultan 
Nabob Bahauder; that peace was adlually 
on foot, and that the Buriah Mire would 
be lent by Dowlat Bhauee, to acquaint us 
with it; we waited impatiently for a con¬ 
firmation of thio joyful news, till five 
o’clock in the evening, when the Buriah 
Mire made his appearance, and acquainted 
us in a very formal manner, that peace was 
concluding between the aforefaid bellige¬ 
rent 


* A Town Clerk. 
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rent powers; that in the mean time, we 
ihould have a buzzar, and requeued to 
know all our wants. Wc were deluded 
into a firm belief of this intelligence for five 
days, but on the ift of September were un¬ 
deceived, by the buzzar being taken away, 
and the additional pice ftriick off; upon 
making enquiry into the caufe of the fiid- 
den change, we were told, that the Buriah 
Mire would fetisfy us on that head ; but as 
he did not at th^t time pay us another vifit, 
wo coMcluded it was only a pretext, calcu¬ 
lated to ferve fome particular purpofe. On 
the 5th of Odlober, our daily allowance 
was again augmented to three pice each, and 
the following day a buzzar was lent to us, 
in which was ghee, dholl, Oiigiir wheat 
flower, muflaulace, tobacco, limes, and 
vegetables. On the 20th the Buriah Mire 
a fecond time made his appearance, and we 
were in great expedation of receiving fome 
agreeable intelligence; but his errand was 
only to enquire whether any of us under- 
ftood the method of making muiket flints, 
paper, or black led pencils, offering great 

rewards 
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rewards to ariy pcrfon who could inilrud: 
him in thofe arts. 

On the 5th of November, we had the 
misfortune to lofe Dr. Carmichael, of the 
Bombay eftablifJiment, who had been ill a 
confiderable time, and whofe death was 
much lamented by every gentleman in pri- 
fon. Though we found the weather in ge¬ 
neral milder than on the fea coail, and tlic 
monfoons not near fo violent, yet our pri- 
fon was not proof againft the rain, which 
came in through moft parts of tliS roof, 
and occafioned a dampnefs, that brought on 
a How fever, of whicli a number of us were 
at this time ill. On the 4th of December, 
our fervants, as they went to draw water, 
for the liift time, had an opportunity of 
fpeaking to thofc attending upon the gen¬ 
tlemen in the other prifon, from whom we 
had the fitisfadlion to hear, that they all 
enjoyed good health, and had only loft, dur¬ 
ing their confinement, Enfign Bateman of 
the Bombay efiabliflimcnt, Mr. Brown, 
C^rter-Maficr of the looth regiment, 
and a private foldier of the 98th regiment. 
At different periods we experienced various 

kinds 
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kinds of treatment, fometimes meeting 
with lef§. feverity than at others ; we had 
an inftance of their lenity on Chriflmas- 
Day, when the buzzar man was diredted 
to bring for fale abundance of fruit, fweet- 
meats, and vegetables, together with fome 
flieep, two of which were purchafed by 
ibme of the gentlemen, who had laved 
money out of their daily allowance for that 
purpole. On the 3d of January, 1784, 
died much regretted. Lieutenant Drew, of 
the Bombay eftablilliment, after a painful 
lingering illnefs. Having the curiofity to 
inquire how they dilpoled of the bodies of 
the deceafed, we were afliired by different 
people, that they were thrown over a preci¬ 
pice into an abyfs, there to be devoured by 
the tygers and vultures. On the loth, 
butchers meat was allowed to be brought 
into the buzzar, and fold in fmall quanti¬ 
ties, in common with other articles. Our 
treatment was now much better than here¬ 
tofore ; we wanted for nothing that we 
could, with our fmall allowance, afford to 
purchafe, and as many as chofe, were per¬ 
mitted to go to the outer yard, from fun- 

rife 
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rife to fiin-fet j from this.great alteration in 
the behaviour of the enemy, as alfo from 
the repeated afTurances, jthat peace was con¬ 
cluding, we were led to believe, that the 
happy day would foon arrive, when wc 
ihould be freed from our fliackles, and once 
more enjoy the liberty of Britons. On the 
loth of February died. Lieutenant Hugh 
Moore, of the 98 th regiment, who, Ibmc 
days before his death, had been indulged 
with a room to himfelf, in an hoiife in the 
outer yard, which, after his deceafe, vvcAverc 
permitted to occupy during the day. Wc 
were now pofitively afTured, that peace was 
concluded, and that all the prifoners w^ould 
be rele^d in a few days, which happy pe¬ 
riod we anxioufly waited for^ but having 
been fo often deceived, we much fufpeded 
the truth of this intelligence, notwithftand- 
ing the indulgent behaviour of the enemy ^ 
however, on the 23d of March, all our 
doubts were cleared up, for early in the 
morning, the Wardy. Wollah brought up 
feveral blackfmiths, and informed us, that 
he had received orders from Dowlat 

Bhauee to knock off all our irons, and to ac¬ 
quaint 



2 oS T H E L I F E O F 

quaint us that p^ce was concluded, and 
that wc were to be releafed in*a day or two. 
The emotions we fcjt on receiving this joy¬ 
ful and mod welcome news, joined to the 
plealing fenfation of having our legs at li- 
beity, no pen can defcribe; for a while, 
nothing but rejoicings and congratulations 
were heard re-echoing from every part of 
the prifon. After we were freed from our 
fetters, we remained two days to get the 
proper ufe of our limbs, and on the 25 th 
in the morning, we bid adieu to our jail, 
and were conducted to an open fpace ot 
ground juft without the prifon, where we 
had not waited long, ere we at a diftance 
difeovered our brother officers, who had 
been feparated from us on our arrival at 
Che|tlcdroog, and fetch was our eagernefs 
to ifeet, that the fixed bayonets of the 
guards could not prevent our running feve- 
ral yards to embrace each other ; this w^as a 
period of blifs, of which the firft monarch 
in the world might jiiftly have envied uS 5 
we were fo drowned in joy, that for aJidiile 
we forgot wc were ftill in the hapds^of the 
enemy 5 but were foon recovered from our 

trance. 
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traace, by receiving orders to proceed be¬ 
low, which we gladly ob^ed, and^about 
ten o’clock arrived at the JCutchery,* where 
we had the inexpreffible pleafure of meet¬ 
ing with Meflrs. Gordon and Brunton^ 
(two Lieutenants of the Madras eftablifli- 
inent, who had been taken prifoners fome 
years before) and of feeing many others of 
our fellow fufferers, both Europeans and 
fepoys, but were not permitted to converfe 
with the latter. Our fervants, who were 
taken from us on our arrival at Chetfle- 
droog, were delivered over to us, from whom 
gufhed tears of joy, at fight of their maf- 
ters. We had not long been there, when 
a very unpleafing fight was prefen ted to our 
view ; which was nothing lefs than feveral 
bafkets of handcuffs, for the purpof^of 
again linking us two and two; but on 
making a forcible reprefentation to Dowlat 
Bhauee, and on figning a paper, wherein 
we gave our paroles of honor for our good 
behaviour, and bound ourfelves anfwerable 
for that of the troops, he relinquifhed his 
Intention of making us fuffer that horrid, 

O ignominious 

^ The j)!ace wUere all public bufinefs i> tranfafled. 
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ignominious pufiifliment; but we were not 
lb fu9cefsful in our llrenuous ap|)lication in 
behalf of our brave, faithful foldiers; for they* 
poor fellows* were obliged to endure that 
cruel treatment. Having been told by our 
lervants, that leveral of our Have boys had 
been taken out of the prilbn in which they 
were all confined together, and carried 
away, on the 20th of this month, we de¬ 
manded them to be given up to us, but met 
with np other latisfacStion, than being told 
thfy were all dead. 

As moll of the officers and men were 
nearly naked, and all of us in want of 
Ihoes, we made an application for a fum of 
money to be advanced us on the Honorable 
Company’s account, and were informed 
by^ Dowlat Bhauec, that a buckfliy would 
be lent with us, who would fupply us with 
every tiling we could wilh for. Having 
been detained in the Kutchery till four 
o’clock in the afternoon, we all marched 
at that time to the burying ground, about 
a mile and a half diflan t from the fort. As 
loon as wc halted, we all aflembled to¬ 
gether, and related to each other our liif- 

ferings } 
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feritigs; and, on comparfeg notes, found 
that the 'officers who had been feparated 
from us. Were ufed in ^ery refpedt in thd 
lame manner as ourfelves. MelTrs. Gordon 
and Brunton had Ibrmejly been confined at 
Seringapatam, where they were treated to¬ 
lerably Welli and for the firfl: fix months 
were not in irons ; about twenty months 
before our arrival at Chettledroog, they 
were removed (with feveral European Ibl- 
diers taken with Colonel Bailley) to ^hat 
fort, where they were at firfl treated re¬ 
markably well, having meat and liquor 
daily ferved out to them, exclufiye of their 
allowance of rice and pice, a# were be- 
fides fupplied with ^.plentiful buzzar. The 
capture of the Bedefenofe cauled lame alter¬ 
ation in their treatment for the worfe; but 
notliing very material took place, till thole 
gentlemen were detedled in a correfpondcncc 
with Lord MalcSrtnqr, (Governor of Ma¬ 
dras) and ill endeavouring to lend a letter to 
Us. Ill confequcnce of this difeuvery,” they 
were confined by thcmfelves in a very fmall 
dark room, the door of which was only 
fiifiered to remain open one hour in the day ; 

O 2 irons 
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irons were put on their hands as well as on 
their l^gs ; they were fed on the fweepings 
of the *rauggy. ftore-houfe, being only 
allowed one iser of that grain each per day, 
were deprived of the buzz^, and in every 
refped treated with the utmoft rigour, for 
fbme months, till the cedation of arms 
took place, at which time their irons were 
taken off, the doors of the prifon kept 
open all day, and ever after ufed in the 
fanr^ manner as we were. We learned 
froiA our fervants, that what we heard from 
the guard in the beginning of July, regard¬ 
ing our Europeans and fepoys, was ftridlly 
true. ^ 

On the' 26th, having received no allow¬ 
ance of rice or pice fc«^ the'preceding day, 
we ^ed for fome vidtuals, and Idlne hours 
after, a feer of rice, and ^e pice was de¬ 
livered to each perfon; W'C were amazed at, 
and did not know h^w to account for the 
reduction of our pittance; for as peace was 
concluded, we naturjlly imagined our al- * 
lowance would rather have been augn^nted 
than curtailed; but on making enquiry into 

the 

* The worii; kind of grain, reieinblifig -inuftard-feed. 
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the caufe, ‘'^mre told that the Commidioners 
of Madras, employed in negociating the 
treaty, had ftipulated no kind of provifion 
for us i and that the Nabob had lent orders 
to furniifli us with juft as much as would 
keep us from ftarving, and no more. In 
the evening we received intelligence from 
a fepoy, who had formerly been in the 
IBngliih fervice, that Dowlat Bhauee had 
kept fifteen of our drummers and Haves, 
confined them in an houfe clofe to where 
fie lived; alfo, that the Jemmids/ had 
detained ten European foldiers, and twenty- 
three fepoys, whom he feparately confined 
in difterent parts of the fort, and had given 
put that they were dead. This day and the 
27th, fevcral pai^ies of our European fol¬ 
diers and fepoys, from various parts of the 
country, joined us j and as foon as they 
pould get an opportunity, many of them 
Ihewed thdr gratitude and generofity, by 
Abiding ieveral of us a little money, ^hichr 
they had contrived to fave when they were 
firft taken. As fevcral officers obtained pcr- 
miffion to vifit their men, we learned that 

the Europeans had been better ufcd than 

Q 3 we 
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we were, except at one place, where having 
only a feer of rauggy, and one pice to fub-y 
fill on,** they gave part of that allqwance 
for pieces of dried iheep Ikin, which be¬ 
ing their ufual food, fluxed them fb much, 
that out of 230, only 113 furvived; and 
the enemy were fo rigid, as not even to aU 
low them to wafh their hands and faces, or 
comb their hair, for the fpace of four 
months. Our fepoys were equally oppref- 
ftd in every prifon, all of them having been 
employed as coolies, carrying mud, ftones, 
&c. the whole time of their confinement, 
with no other allowance than one feer of 
rauggy, and one pice each, and having been 
daily puniflied with llripes, and threatned 
to be hanged for refilling to enter into the 
Nabob’s fervice; this hard ufage caufed 
numbers of them to die. One circumfiance, 
of which we were made acquainted byfome 
pf the European fbldiers, fo much redounds 
to the honor of the fepojrs., that it cannot 
pafs unnoticed. In fome of the prifbns 
vv^icre the Europeans and’ fepoys were con¬ 
fined together, the latter faved money out of 
their daily allowance, and purchafed meat 

for 
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for the formei*, at the fame time telling 
them> that they well knew the cuftoms of 
Europeans, and that they gould itot do. 
without it; alfo when on the nwrch, they 
would not fuffer them to carry tlieir knapr 
&cks, but the fepoys took them, and car¬ 
ried them themfelves; telling the Europeans, 
that they were better able to bear the heat 
of the fun than they were, the climate 
being natural to them. 

On the 28th, doolies having been pro¬ 
vided for the fick, we commenced^^our 
march (guarded by an efcort of 60 cavalry, 
and 500 infantry,' under the command of 
Mcer Buckfhy) for Oofcottah (a fort lying 
16 miles eaftward of Bengalpre, and 60 
miles diftant from the pafs into the Car¬ 
natic) ; whereas Dowlat Bhauee informed 
us, all the prifoners were to be colledfed, 
and where we fliould meet fome of our own 
gentlemen lent from provided with 

money, and every other article, requifite for 
our reception. The doolies were only four 
feet long, and in every refped fo bad and 
incommodious, that no perfon who could 
poffiblj? crawl, would accept of one. Prior 

p 4 tq. 
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to our quitting the burying ground, we ob¬ 
tained a promife to march at what time we 

chofe, ’but that promife was not adhered to, 

1 

for we feldom or ever decamped before fun- 

rife. ' During the march, and after wc 

halted, the guards were very particular in 

keeping the feveral parties feparate, but the 

Buckfliy was fo good as to allow many of 

the Europeans to take oflf their irons. We 

had made but few marches, before wc found 

that rice alone had not fufiicient fuflenance 

in ibjto fupport us under tire flitigue of con- 

ftant marching in the fun ; we therefore 

made a propofal, to the buz;-,cir man, to fupply 

us with the mere neceiliirics of life out of his 

Ihop, at the rate of four pagodas for one, to 

be paid him on our arrival at Oofeottah, to 

which, after much entreaty, he feemingly, 

with rcludlance, confentai, but he exacted 

fuch an exorbitant price for every article, tliat 

we did not receive more than the value of 

% 

half a rupee for every four pagodas 5 how¬ 
ever, that was a matter of very little confi- 
eferation, when put in competition with the 
prefervation of our lives. Nothing further 
material happened till our arrival at ^eerah- 

guney. 
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guney, on the 8 th of April, when the Buck-? 
fhy informed us, he expedted one of the 
CommifSoners would overtake us that night, 
as he had heard he was very near } and the 
next morning, before the rear was off the 
ground, Mr. Sadlier (a Counfellor at Ma¬ 
dras, and one of the Commiffioners) and 
Enfign Tromblong, of that eftablifliment, 
overtook us; the fight of thele gentlemen 
made our hearts leap with joy; for nothing 
could be more agreeable to us, at that time, 
than meeting with fome of our own country¬ 
men : thofe gentlemen who were in the 
rear were very cordially received by Mr. 
Tromblong, but Mr. Sadlier’s behaviour 
was not quite fo pleafing ; that gentleman, 
when requeued by one of our officers, tq 
ufe his endeavour with the Buckfiiy to get 
all the men taken out of irons, replied, 
“ the fituation the troops were then in, was 
the beft and fecurefi: method of marching 
themanother officer reprefented to Mr. 
Sadlier the many dillrefles of the officers and 
men, and particularly mentioned their being 
bare-footed, as alfo the neceffity we were 
reduced tp, of purchafing the mere necef- 

laries 
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^ies of life from the buzzar man at fuch 
an exorbitant intereft; in anfwer to which^ 
Mr. Sadlier told hirii, he could give us no 
affiftance, and afked him, how we intended 
to difeharge the buzzar debt: then imme-» 
diately turning to another officer, with the 
cooleft indifference, aik^ him what corps 
he belonged to. The gentleman, who ad-» 
drelfed Mr. Sadlier, was fo thunder-flruck at 
thefe words, and his behaviour, that he 
couI4 make him no anfwer, but took his 
leave in filent aftoniffiment. 

This extraordinary behaviour of Mr. Sad- 
lier's, hurt our feelings more fenJfibly than 
any thing we had hitherto experienced ^ 
fuch treatment from the enemy might have 
been expedted, but to receive it from one of 
our own countrymen, and from the firft 
perfon too who was eye-witnefs of our dif- 
trefs, was cruel beyond meafure. Had this 
gentleman’s humanity bpen as eminent as 
his want of it, our misfortunes might, by 
his means, have been alleviated in feme de^ 
gree. After a fliort feay, Mr. Sadlier and 
Enfign Tromblong proceeded on their way 
to Bengalore, the former gentleman leaving 

us 



HYDER ALLY, sjg 

us a prefent of fix bottles and a half of va-. 
rious forts of liquors> which our fieuation 
would not allow us to tefufe, as we con¬ 
cluded it might be of fervice to foine of 
thofe gentlemen who were fick. 

On the 12th, having loll, by death; only 
two Europeans, we arrived at Gofcottah, 
where we found Lieutenant Dallas, of the 
Madras cavalry, with a detachment of that 
porps, and two companies of fepoys, ap¬ 
pointed by the Comipiflioners to receive the 

9 

prifoners; this gentleman s behaviour was 
widely different from Mr. Sadlier’sj the 
pontraft was a vciy pleafing one, for Mr^ 
Dallas came to us in the evening, (accom¬ 
panied by Lieutenant M'Allifter, and Cor*^ 
net Leonard, of the Madras cavalry) and 
with the moft friendly good nature, offered 
us eveiy kind of affillance in his power. 

On the 13 th arrived another party of pri¬ 
foners, whorti the Cojmmiliioners had col¬ 
lected on their march from Mangalore, 
when a iecond happy meeting enfued; and, 
in the evening, we all joined Lieutenant 
Pallas, and were delivered over in charge to 

Reem 
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Bcem Row, a Brahmin, whom the Nabob 
had ap^inted to conduct the prifoners from 
OoRottah to the Carnatic, it haying been 
agreed by the treaty, that all the Britifli pri- 
ibners fhould be delivered up at Vellore. We 
now enjoyed a greater fcopc of liberty than 
we had eVer done lince we were captured, 
being allowed to range over the whole campj 
and Beem Row was fb ‘good as to take all 
the troops out irons, though he had 
orders froin the Nabob to the contrary; we 
alfo lived in perfeft luxury, compared to our 
late mode of exifting; for Mr, Dallas fur- 
fihhed us. tents, and daily fupplicd us with 
meat and liquors, but ftill he found it a 
difficult matter to pleafe every individual, for 
■fome gentlemen were much difcontented with 
his behaviour, though he certainly ufed all 
his exertions to give general latisfa^tion. 
This day arrived from Ben^lore, Mr. Sad- 
iier and Colonel Brathwaitc, of the Madras 
cftabliffiment, which latter gentleman had 
obtained permillion from the Nabob to pro¬ 
ceed to Madras with Mr. Sadlier, before the 
other prifoners ; they accordingly fet out for 
the Carnatic the next morning, leaving a 

large. 
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large quanti^ of the Company's liquorSi 
and 2000 pagodas, which fum was after¬ 
wards diftributed, refervihg a part for the reft 
of the prifoners* who were hourly expeded 
each officer received two pagodas, each Tailor 
one. pagoda and a half, and each foldier one 
pagoda; the fepoys did not receive any till 
fomc days after> when they each ffiared one 
rupee and an half: each of the officers alfo 
received one hat, a pair of fhoes, four pair 
of ftockings, and a fufficient quantitjt of 
broad cloth for one coat; thefe articles hav¬ 
ing been lent up by the government of Ma¬ 
dras. On the 15 th arrived the Madras pri- 
foners from Seringapatam and Bengalore, 
who (having received frequent fupplies of 
calh from Madras, and been better treated 
while in confinement than the officers taken 
at Beddanore) had it in their power to fupply 
us with feveral articles we ftood much in 
need of, which many of them gladly did 
in the moft friendly manner, lharing their 
deaths and money with us. 

All the prifoners (in number about i8a 
officers, and 900 European foldiers and 
lailors, and 1,600 fepoys, befides fome hun- 
, dreds 
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dreds of fervants of different occupations) 
were nbw met together, and, on recounting 
to each other our feveral misfortunes, the foU 
lowing intelligence was colleded; viz. 

That at Beddanore the officers left, 
wounded there^ were ufed much better than 
at any other place, having been allowed to 
keep all their deaths, doolies, cots,‘^chairs, 
tables, knives, forks, &c. were befides in¬ 
dulged with the free ufe of pen, ink, and 
paper; a certain part of the rampart, in-*- 
eluding two towers, were alfo allotted for 
them to range about iji; their fervants were 
permitted to go to the buzzars to purchafe 
whatever they chofc to fend for, but their 
daily allowance was only one leer of rice, 
and one pice to each; when they were reco¬ 
vered of their wounds (having been allowed 
a French furgeon to attend them) they were 
put in irons; that Enlign Manley, of the 
Bombay eflablilhment, who had been taken 
in a felly at Mangalore, was lent to Bed¬ 
danore, and there confined in the feme pri- 
fon with fome fepoys, upon no other al¬ 
lowance than a feer of rauggy, and one pice 
per day; that die officers who were f^t to 

Darwaiir 





-H Y D E R ALLY. 223 

Darwaur (a fort Goa) were confined 
with the private ilien, upon the feme al¬ 
lowance as we were, tbut were afterwards 
removed to Simoga, where they were kept 
on a feer of rauggy and one pice; and their 
irons were fixed in fuch a manner, with a 
ftraight bar between their legs, that they, 
could neither contrad: or expand them; 
that the officers confined at Seringapatam, 
were allowed each a golden fanam per day, 
wdth which they were at liberty to purcliafe 
whatever they wanted; that thofe gentlemen 
who were confined at Bengalore, were daily 
allowed the fame as ourlelves, but clan- 
deflinely received frequent fuppiies of cafli 
from Madras, with which they were per¬ 
mitted to purchafe every arti^ile they wanted^ 
and latterly were allowed to vilit each otlier 
in their prifons ; that the private Europeans 
alfo received different treatment in the va¬ 
rious parts of the country where they were 
imprifbncd, fome meeting with tolerable 
ufage, while others were treated world than 
brutes; that the fepoys, as before-men¬ 
tioned, were equally ill-ufed in dveiy prifon; 
that the Nabob had circumcifed Lieutenants 

Rutlidge, 
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Riitlidge, Speediman^ and Glarkc^ of the 
Madras*'eftabli(hment> With 200 Englifli 
ibldiers and i^lors^ againfl their inclinations^ 
^nd had, by force, detained' them all in his 
lervice; and had likewife forcibly detained 
five midihipmen of his Majefty’s navy; 
every man, white or black, who was knowii 
to be an artificer: mofl of the drummers 
and fifers, and leveral Women and children* 
That the Nabob, adiuated by a moft cruel, 
inhuimn difpofition, had poifoned the fol¬ 
lowing Englilh officers; viz. 

** Brigadier General Mathews, at Serin- 
gapatam 5 Major Rumly, Capt. Fraler, and 
Lieut. Sampfon, of the Madras eftabUfli- 
ment, at Myfore; Major Fcwtrill, Cap¬ 
tains Eames, Lendrum, Jackfon, M'Cul- 
loch, Richardfon, Gotlich* and Clift; Lieu- 
tenanants Barnwell, Young, and Olivier: 
MelTrs. Stewart and Check, all of the Bom¬ 
bay eftablifhment: Capt* Campbell, of the 
98th regiment. Captains Alllon and Fifli, 
and Enfign Gifford, of the i ooth regiment, 
at Coppuldroogi That the horrid mur¬ 
derer had alfo affaffinated Lieut. Mathews, 
of the Bengal eftablifliment, (brother to Ge¬ 
neral 
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neral Mathews) and Lieut. Wheldon, of 
the Bombay ellablifhmei^t, at Beddanorej 
and had, moreover, fent directions to mur¬ 
der all the Englifh officers whom he had 
taken : but hearing that the Commiflioners 
for negociating the treaty of peace had fet 
out from Madras^ he countermanded thofe 
bloody orders. 

** That four days before the officers were 
releafed from Beddanore, all the Comman¬ 
dants, Subahdaurs, and Jemmidars, of tlfe 
Bombay eftabliffiment, whom the Nabob 
had taken prifbners, were, by his orders, 
removed from thence, and have never fiiice 
been heard of; therefore, as he frequently 
threatned to put them to death for refufing 
to enter into his fcrvice, it is rcafonable to 
fuppofe he has murdered thofe fine fellows, 
even after the peace was concluded.’' 

In CQofirmation of this news, fcveral of 
the officers,- while in prifon, received letters 
from the three Lieutenants, and feveral others 
of thofe unfortunate men who had been cir- 
cumciied, making them acquainted with the 
Nabob's villainous conduct; and the officers 

who were priibners at Scringapatam, daily 
* p faw 
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law thele poor fellows come on the parade 
ill moor-mens* d^effcs, and drilled by the 
enemy; from them we likewifc learned, 
that tlie two officers murdered at Beddanore, 
were taken out of that fort at ten o*clock at 
night, carried into the Jungle, and there 
cut to pieces; of which the officers confined 
at Beddanore received the nioft certain ac¬ 
counts the next morning, when the cloaths 
of thefe unfortunate vidlims were brought to 
them for fale. This conduct of the Nabob’s, 
muft naturally imprefs every Britifli fubjecfl 
with a fhocking idea of the man’s favage 
cruelty, and excite in their brealls fuch a 
Ipirit of revenge, as it is to be hoped will 
not be eradicated till amply fatisfied. 

Oil the 17th, Lieutenant Dallas dif- 
mounting his cavaliy, and fupplying as 
many of the officers as he could with horfes, 
we began our march from Oofcottah^efcort- 
ed by a fmall guard of the Nabob’s) towards 
Vellore, at which place we arrived on the 
25th of April, 1784, where Lieut. Dallas 
gave Beem Rovv a receipt for all the pri- 
foners the Nabob had delivered up, and wc 
were once more at liberty to enjoy that free¬ 
dom 
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doin which is the inherent privilege of eveiy • 
Briton. , 

The Government of^Bombay, it is to 
be hoped, on our return to that fettlement,.. 
will confidcr our lolTes and fuiferings, ’ and 
convince the world, that humanity has 
not totally forfiken the Eaft; they will 
alfo, no doubt, pay the moft particular at¬ 
tention to the merits of their fepoys, by 
prefenting each of them with fome diftin- 
giiifliing mark of military honor, for having 
fhewn fuch inftances of courage, refolu- 
tion, and fidelity, in their gallant beha¬ 
viour in the campaign under the command 
of Brigadier-General Mathews, and dur¬ 
ing* their imprifonment, when labouring 
under the moft cruel hardfliips, which will 
perpetuate their fame, and ferve as an ex¬ 
ample and encouragement to the reft of 
their troops, to behave in the like com¬ 
mendable manner, ftiould they ever be fo 
unfortunate as to be caught in a fnare of 
the fame kind. 

What has been advanced in favour of the. 
fepoys, is by no means with an intention to 

p 2 depreciate 
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depreciate the character of the European 
troops, whofe fervices have been full as 
confi)icuous ; biit fuch behaviour is cx-t 
* ■ peiSted from the natives of Britannia and 
Hibernia, from their .well-known national 
chara^lc^, and eftabliflied reputation. 


FINIS, 
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Bahawder—A military title fiihilar to.a.^ 

Knight, 

Bazzar—A market, 

Buklhee—A paymafter. 

Circarrs—Diftrids. 

Cofs—A diftance nearly equal to an Englilh 
league. 

Divan—A council of the Nabob and his 
Minifters of State. 

Doolies—A kind of cots, commonly car¬ 
ried on the heads of four men, 
for the conveyance of fick or 
wounded people. 

Duan—A Prime Minifter of State. 

Purbar—A Nabob’s place of audience. 
Havildarr—A Serjeant. 

Jemmidar—A Lieutenant of fepoys j alfo 

the licad man of a diftrid 
is often called by this title. 
Killadarr—Commander of a fort, from 
killa a fort and darr, an officer. 
Lack—One hundred thouland. 

Looty, or Looties—Freebooters, or plun- 
" derers. 


Nabob 



GLOSSARY. 

Nabob—Governor, or Prince of a coun- 

Naick—A corporal fepoys. 

'^Paddy—The general name for rice, whilft 
. green, or in its dry ftatc before 
. the hulks are beaten oft, 

I’agodas— Gold coin of eight fhilliiigs each, 
currency. 

Pagoda—General name of a Gen too temple. 

Pettah—A fuburb, generally adjoining to a 
fort, and commonly walled in. 

Pice—Coin, nearly to the value of one 
penny each. 

Peons—Irregulars, who arm themfdves after 
their own manner. 

Polligarrs—Generally armed with match¬ 
lock guns, or pikes. 

Rupee—A coin, about two diillings and 
three- pence value. 

Sepoys—Black foldiers. 

Seer—A meafure, containing fomewhat 
more than a pint. 

Subah—Governor General, or Prince over 
other Nabobs. 

Subidarr—Captain of Sepoys. 


Tank 



GLOSSARY. 

Tank—A large refervoir of water, collefted 
in order to water the rice fields. 

Tank—Alio a bafon of water near a Gentog^^y 
temple, for the ufe oFJjji^kiug. 
Topafles—Native black Chridiai^, the re¬ 
mains of the antient Portu- 
guefe. 

Tope—A Grove. 

Vackeel—iVinbalfador. 







